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Entertainers Squawk on Officers 


ifference After Stints at Base 


‘6 
Entertainers who arrived from the¢ 
Coast last week to make service 


gamp tours in the east are burning 
at one of the most common practices 
of special service officers and their 
men—that of dropping them the 
minute their stints are through and 
letting them shift for themselves. 

It happened again last Thursday 
night (23) at Mitchel Field, L. I, 
when driver of an Army 
wagon, loaded with performers of 
the Joan Davis-Jack Haley 
which had just finished a full day of | 
rehearsals, a half-hour broadcast | 
and a half hour aflerpiece of top- 
flight vaude that had a capacity GI 
audience more than pleased, found 
that he did not have a pass to take 
his passengers into N. Y., but only 
as far as a railroad station in Hemp- 
Stead, about 35 miles from the city. 
It was nearly midnight and every- 
one in the troupe was tired from a 
hard day's work. 

All hit the ceiling, 
that this neglect on the part of Army 
service officers, to see to it that 
those 


(Continued on page 26) 


Industry to Celebrate 
90th Anni of Pictures 


For Rest of the Year 


Elaborate 
way for 
the 50th anniversary 
lic exhibition of 
14, 1894, when 10 
kinetoscopes went 
what was formerly a shoe store at 
1155 Broadway, N. Y. The Public 
Information Committee of the pic- 


preparations are under 


films, being April 
Thomas A. Edison 
into operation in 


ture industry, whose chairman is Si 
Seadler, advertising manager for 


Metro, is supervising 
Paign designed to 
half-century 


a vast cam- 
capitalize on the 
mark for pictures, and 
(Continued on page 46) 


N.Y. PAR THEATRE’S 
TELEVISION SETU 


move to use tele- 
the reception of 
projection in theatres has 
been launched by Paramount. 

At a 


First re 
Visi m to 


news ior 


‘ported 
speed up 


cost of some $400,000 Para- 
mount; which has a big financial 
stake in Dumont television, for 
months has been insialling televi- 
Sion equipment in the Paramount 
building, New York, to be used par- 
ticularly for newsreel material. 
Installation and experimentation, 


Which have been kept under wraps, 
is intended for the reception of 
wired news via television. Material 
is to be put on film, processed and 
edited and then projected on 
Paramount theatre screen, under 
present planus, 

Also under discussion is a plan for 
installing a large screen in the Par- 
amount lobby. 


ointing out) 
'of “This Is the Army 


' of a four-ayem hiccup on West 52d— 


station } 


troupe | . 


who make the trips to bases | 


the celebration this year of | 
+ 
of the first pub- | 


Left Is Right 


Aimed at righting a left-handed 
situation. the N. Y. agency of the 


National Concert and Artists Corp. is 
planning a radio series dominated 
completely by left-handers. 

Program, to be tagged 
Right.” is being scripted by 
Sparling. 


“Toft -is 
Earl 


Politics Nips 


Marine Show 


Washington. March 28. 


Fear of resultant political reper- 


cussions has cancelled plans for a 
Marine Corps show along the lines 


and “Winged 
Victory.” 

Lt. General inder A. Vander- 
grift, Marine Corps Commandant, 
approved the idea and Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2d had agreed to write and 
produce the show, which was to 
have featured a cast comprised en- 
tirely of medically-discharged Ma- 
rines. Idea, of to avoid 
possibie reac- 
tion to able-bodied 
greasepaint and 


Alexi 


course. was 


UniaVGranvit oe 


instead of 


costume 


Ma ines in| 


2 


| average nearer 


| in slit trenches. 

Sets were to have been designed | 
by Marine sergeant combat corre- 
spondents, men who had been artists 


and lighting technicians in civilian 
life and 
seen service in the Sout! 
Product was to have 


(Continued on 
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been based 
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‘Mairzy Doats’ Co-writer 
Argues Novelty Songs 
No Accidents, Not Rare’ 


Forest Hills, N. Y. 
Editor, “Variety 
Since “Mairzy Doats’ broke out 
through the skylight, two hoary 
ehosts have bee! rattling their bones 


het 
tnat 


atong Music Rov two tailacie 

are long overdue for decent burial. 
They are the arguments that an im- 
portant novelty song of the “non- 
sense” or the “sound effect” types 
do not appear more frequently than 
every five or six vears, and that same 
'are’ rarely written by professional 
songwriters, 

To the outsider this Is probably a 
| trivial issue. To the long-harrowed 
song sculptor, however, it presents a 
/serious obstacle to overcome. The 
myth that dotty ditties must come 


from hehind an Arkansas pile, or out 


that has caused many a publisher to 


all of whom had already | 


| $160,000 in 


‘turn down a possible money-making ; 


novelty. Then, after the writer has 


(Continued on page 39) 


Plan to Incorporate, in Peace 
Talks, the Basic American 
Ideals of Freedom to Lis- 
ten and Freedom to See 
for Both Victorious and 
Vanquished Nations — 
Films Considered Best 
Medium to Lift Veil of | 
Darkness From Europe 


FIGHT BARRIERS 


Washington, March 28. 


| milk in paper cartons. 


Burley Peelers Leave Pit Musicians 


Nervous Wrecks; WLB Okays Rest 


Bottled Up 


King Sisters were at RCA-Victor 
studios in N. Y. last week to record, 
among other tunes, “Milkman, Keep 
Those Bottles Quiet.” To achieve 
special sound effects it was decided 
to send out for some bottles of milk. 

But messenger came back with 


Argentina Eases 


U.S. Pix Curb 


a 


| 


The State Department plans to 
have incorporated in the peace . > 
terms the basic American ideals of | By RAY JOSEPHS 
freedom to listen and freedom to| Montevideo, March 28. 
see for conquered as well as victor} Slight easing of the Argentine or- | 
nations, Francis de Wolfe, head of der that pictures must not offend | 
the Telecommunications Division,| the Nazis or Japs has been mage 
disclosed here this week. {during the past week by trade po 


Since Jan. 15, the functions of the 
(Continued on page 26) 


New Broadway Musical 
Shows Need Budgets Of 
$106,000 Up to $150,000 


Its now axiomatic that new 
Broadway stage musicals can’t be 
put on under $100,000, and they 


$150,000. 


An idea of costs may be gathered 
from Alfred Bloomingdale, Jr.'s 
“Allah Be Praised.” so far around 


on one 
ran 


and 
the cost 


the box, 
the drapes, 
estimate. 
“Follow 


item alone, 
$12.000 over 


Dave Wolper’s the Girls,” 


due into the Century, nee Jolson, | 
N. Y., cost $200,000. of which $80,000 
vas for costumes alone. Vinton 
Freedley’s illfated “Jackpot” repre- | 
sents $170,000. although that’s really | 
two shows, counting the scrapped- | 
in-Boston “Dancing in the Streets.” | 
Dick Kollmar’s soon due “Drean 
With Music” needs another $25,009, | 
and already has gone over $125.000. | 
And, of course. Mike Todd's “Mex- 
ican Hayride” tops ‘en 1] a- 
son with a reported cost of between 
$200,000-$225,000 
What Price Shakespeare 
Jack Manning sat 


Rodrigo in the Paul 


garded as 
|of heart in connection with product | 


| warded to state dirs 


here, with 
indicating 


servers 


concessions -| 
much pln e | 


imported from the United States, 
American newsreels, which, during | 
the past week contained unfavorable 


| 

lreferences to the Axis, had scenes | 
' deleted de spite broken relations with 
the Axis by the Buenos Aires go. | 
lernment, but they have been “al- | 
lowed to reappear on Argentine 
screens with previously scl: sored | 
scenes. Anything favoring the | 
Soviet. even in the slightest way, | 
however, is still barred. 
Walt Disney's “Victory Through | 
Air Power,’ blocked man weeks 
ago because of anti-Swa tike and | 
anti-Nipponese angles, has been 


(Continued on page 47) 


‘Review 22-26 Job 


Deferments, Hershey 
"Tells Films, Radio 


Washinston, re 28 


and 26. in order that all 


necessary information can be for- 
ctors of Selective 


Service. 


| cloud of dust 


ber’s 


| $175,000. 


Detroit, March 28. 
Working in a grind house where— 
of all things—dust from the stripe 
teasers gets in their lungs, entitles 
musicians to a two weeks’ vacation 


| With pay, the War Labor Board here 


has ruled. 

Detroit local of AFM went before 
regional WLB here claiming the 
bandmen in the two Detroit burley 
houses suffer from “long hours, a 
smoke-filled theatre and dust shuf- 
fled up by strip-tease performers.” 

Declaring that after 50 weeks of 
watching strippers peel, the musi- 
cians were wrecks, the unjon stated: 
“This life is not conducive to the 
health, morale and the normal rou- 
tine of existence.” 

Furthermore, a strip-teaser’s rou- 
tine is particularly irksome since 
“she begins her work in a floor- 
length skirt which twirls on the 
stage in such a way that a befouling 
and talcum hits the 
pit.” Smoke from the audience also 
poured into the pit during such per- 
formances. The union did not say 
whether it was smoke or 
what. 


cigaret 


Ringling Circus, Sans 


Modernism, Solid Click 


In Sarasota Preview 


By HARRY E. SCHADEN 


Sarasota, Fla.. March 28. 
Ringling Bros.’ 1944 version of “the 
greatest show on earth” made its 
bow before capacity crowds at two 
preview performances here Sunday 
(March 26) Both afternoon and 


“straw houses” 
attendance was estimated 
Everything went to Sara- 


night shows played to 
and total 
at 30.000. 


sota charities 
The new show, which will pre- 
miere at Madison Square Garden 


April 5, is a well-balanced produc- 


tion that retains the tanbark flavor 
(Continued on page 26) 


MRS. IRVING BERLIN’S 
BOOK T0 WB FOR 1506 


(Mi Irvin iserlin’s $150.,- 
000 from Wa Bre 10} “The 
Land I Have Chosen,” her first novel, 
to be pubdlished ext month by 


Doubleday, Dor 


ymer's 


record 
york. Edna Fer- 
Trunk” to WB for 
atterly, Dr. A. J. 


in, has set a 
ior a newci 
“Saratoga 
and, 


prop as Under the recent order issued by | 2 nial 
| Major General Lewis B. Hershey Cronin’s $200,000 from Metro for 
“Othello,” in order to get on the |° Xe sedialy “**) “The Green Years” (to be published 
Radio Hall of Fame. | Selective Service ehiefs, state direc-/next fall), are the only prices for 
Bonita Granville okayed him | tors must recommend any occupa- | novels to exceed that for Mrs Ber- 
for a vis-a-vis on Sunday's (26) | tional deferments granted within | lin’s book. 
radio program providing he those age brackets. The di ‘rectors | Her songsmith-husband, while 
shaved it off. s# he sacrificed the will approve onl, cases where it is |; working on “This Is the Army” at 
natural beard for the privilege of shown that the production require- | Warners, had casually mentioned 
the Hall of Fame _ booking. ments of an important industry can-|that Mrs. Berlin had a book in work. 
Theory was that the dio audi- | not be met without utilizing the was a year ago, and it took 
ence at the Ritz theatre. N. Y., | services of young men. another year to complete, but Jack 
would have laughed at a roman- | Both radio and motion pictures|L. Warner hadn't forgotte ~ ‘iat and 
tic juvenile with so fulsome a_ | have some claim for deferment of a| kept after the publisher galley 
beard. i limited number of men. oots, 


— 
| 


t MISCELLANY VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 29, 1914 


‘Produce Pix for Tele Or We'll Make 
Our Own, Trammel Tells Hwood 


Hollywood, March 28. 

The shrapnel still flying} 
rround town from that block-buster 
dropped by NBC prexy Niles Tram- 

2 at a session with the press ‘ ee | 
(22) following wind-| Warners handed a ne 
up of the War Clinic junket. His | to Michael 
frank statement that “if Hollywood | of the Academy AS oe raed - 
won't make pictures exclusively for | torial work on 
television we'Jl do. it | _ Next chore is iy 
rumbled through the studios like a lind Russell starrer, 8 
blast from Weshington. | Speaking. 

Trammell didn't make any elabo- eT 


rate claims of what NBC intended ° 93rd WEEK 
to do when he lunched next day lin oe 5 
with film execs. But the statement AT.&T. Out oy KEN MURRAY’S 


stood and what transpired at the “BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 


midday session was not for the pub- e El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
To Pix Industry | “A gay comedy—lilting music and 


Curtiz’s New WB Termer 


Hollywood, March 28. | 


lic prints. His remarks were pre- 
| of course, Ken Murray.” 


faced by an “off the record’ request 
RUDY VALLEE. 
Plans on Tele 


although only two trade paper 
Precedent Test Case 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The spark was set off by Tram- 
mell when he told the newsmen 
that television would be made up 
of three entertainment elements, American Telephone and_ Tele- 
viz, live talent, news and special graph has submitted to the Motion | 
Pix Deals 
swered that Hollywood would be} jing interest in furnishing television Of Authors IX 
expected to make that contribution. | transmission facilities to motion pic- Washington, March 28. 
“What if they don't?” he was) ture companies. A precedent-making tax case of 
asked. Outlining tentative post-war plans) yjtal interest to playwrights, authors 
“In that case.” said Trammell, | of the Bell System for the provisien! snd Hollywood will be argued to- 
(Continued on page 28) |states that plans are to construct.) Involved is the principle of wheth- 
oe the next few years, a large} er money received by an author for 
| amount of coaxial cable which would) of picture rights shall be con- 
McClintock. DuMont Miner |be suitable for television trans-| cidered ordinary income and subject 
mission. ‘to regular income tax. or capital gain 
Cooper Give Views On 
mixed emotions oy picture rights of his play to Para- 
film and broadcasting executives, plans | ount and listed his take as capital 
are for 6,000 to 7,000 route miles of | The Internal Revenue Depart- 
should be the cause of even graver | coaxial cable within the next five or | 222". he snterna pal 
concern to advertisers now using | ie ype |; ment claimed it was ordinary in- 
}ecome and subject to higher taxes. 


editors were in attendance. 
events, and films. When pressed for | Picture Producers and Distributors Appealed on Tax Status 
details on the film segment he an-| of America a memorandum express- 
“well have to make our own.” } | of intercity television network facili- | ,orrow in the Circuit Court of Ap- 
At this point, John Royal, in) ties. Keith S. McHugh, A. T. & T. v-D.| peals of New York. 
_Extent of this construction and the and subject to lower tax rates. 
| time when it can be undertaken, Mc- | Central figure in the case is Clif- 
Vid Ad d P | Hugh points out, will depend wee | ford Goldsmith, author of the Henry 
an rod. ine requirements of the armed} radio series and the play 
, forces, general business conditions “What a Life.” Goldsmith sold the 
and other media stressing eye ap- ven Se eee ae being | the matter was taken to the U. S. 


| constructe yr telephone purposes) 
peal, the American Marketing Assn., constructed fer Seep ee Tax Courts, which found for the In- 
ternal Revenue Bureau. Case is now 


2 ithe Bell System is also planning to 
‘ffect last w (23) 
was told in effect last week (23) at | rovide additional conductors for | 
.« considered will | °" appeal before the Circuit Court, 
|which will create a precedent in 


ing prexy, . ne en B. DuMont, | over routes where coaxial cable is | ing 
elevision pioneer, | | So interested_ are wr 

: not being planned for telephone pur- | ~ 

All advertisers must meet the | poses 4 | matter that the Authors League of 
postwar challenge of television, Mc- Bell is also planning a commercial | America has filed a brief, interven- 
Clintock pointed out as he stressed ,_;. | ing on Goldsmith's side, as has coun- 
the i t | trial between New York and Boston | 5 

e importance to manufacturers Of | :adio relay system which will] S¢! for Eugene O'Neill. who has s0 


’ 


a medium that can bring pictures). cuitaple for television as well as|2@ Considerable amount of stories to | 


of their products into prospective 
purchasers’ homes. give demonstra- 
tions therein, quote prices and de- 
liver sales spiels all accompanied 
by top rank entertainment. Adver- 
tisers now using radio also must 
keep an eye on FM. McClintock de- 
clared, for the reason that any im- 
provement in any acvertising field 
is bound to affect exisiing tech- 
niques, circulation methods, ete. 


telephone messages. | Hollywood. 


| available -are as follows: Supreme Court, but it affects virtual- 
1945—New York-Washington: 1946! ly every story property’ sold to Hol- 
|New York - Boston, Washington -; !ywood. whether it be a play, novel 
| Charlotte, Chicago- Terre Haute-St.| short story. Many authors have 
| Louis: Los “Angeles-Phoenix; 1947—| listed their sale prices as ordinary 
| Chicago-Toledo - Cleveland - Buffalo,| income in the past. If Goldsmith 
| Southern Transcontinental Route (a/ should win, would bet- 
‘ ae large part) including Charlotte - Co-, ter off calling the take capital gains 
DuMont, after tracing tele’s infant - Birmingham - Jack-/ in the future. 

days and progress racked “— before | son - Dellas-El Paso-Tucson-Phoenix; | On the other hand, if Goldsmith 
Pearl , Harbor, prophesied that re- | 1948-1950—Southern Transcontinental loses, there is a very good chance 
sumption of civilian activities 11 | (complete) Washington - Pittsbureh -| that the smart tax lawyers of Hol- 
video will move fast and accomplish . ; 


eg ; Cleveland. St. Louis - Memphis - New , lywood will settle down to figure 
results in a shorter time than was Orleans 


thought possible five years ago. He, 

too, contrasted present day punch 

in radio sales messages with that Hronciacé 

provides by the new medium. | Figured in trade circles that the | 
Aspects film companies will play 


| 
average cos stalli ‘O-axia 
in tele were discussed the night be- ¥ New Hos ital Planned 
cable is $10.000 per mile. 
fore (22) before the Eastern section age , 
It is recalled that A. T. & T. ina At Pic C unt : House 


of the Society of Motion Picture En- yet Oe : 
preliminary report about six months 
Hollywood, March 28. 


gineers by Wyllis Cooper, NBC pro-| 
duction exec, and Worthington | “°° That 
sion program including television; Motion Picture Country House will 


Miner, of the CBS tele setup. For- |. 
mer prophesied new and inexpen- cable, i adonted, would cost roughly | puiid a $400.000 hospital as soon as 
| $1.500.000.000. At that time, it was | 
sive film technique would be de- | 
vised to share in video programming | not stated who was going to pay for 
burdens while Miner held that the cost. 

heavy expense of celluloid entertain- 
ment for one-shot tele shows would 


force the new industry into a pro- Hillbilly Chirper, Now 

duction schedule embracing live} ‘aw Dix 

shows for the most part. | La. Gov ~ Nixes I 1X Bids room for only 20 beds, while at least 
Timeliness Palm Springs, Cal., March 28. 60 more are required. 

Touching on timeliness angle in| No more pictures for Jimmie | : = 


presenting video shows Cooper said Davis, former hillbilly singer ane) Sj 
ig Marcus Bedded 


he disagreed wth those claiming | “estern film actor, now governor- 
Hollywood, March 28. 


that “immediacy” or “instantaneity” elect of the State of Louisiana, cur- | 

of presentations will be of prime im- | ¥* ntly vacationing on a _ nearby | Taken to Si. John’s hospital, Santa 
portance. For this reason, the NBC | ranch after the recent political cam- | Monica, last Thursday (23), Sig 
exec, who stressed he was express- | Palen. | Mareus, Myron Selznick Agency 
ing personal opinions and not those! Several] studios made pitches for exec, was reported gravely ill due 
of the web, told the filim engineers ; Davis’ services on the screen to cash | to death of his chief. 

that their industry was bound so BO on the publicity value before he Latest reports state he is feeling 
make room for itself in the tele | takes his seat in the gubernatorial | much better. 

postwar picture. office. The incoming governor said | 

Miner agreed in part but empha-/no to all offers. 

sized that television, although linked 
to other branches of entertainment 
presentation methods, differed from 


Moines - Minneapolis, Atlanta - Jack- profits to the authors as ordinary in- 
sonville- Miami, Los Angeles - San! come. 


tained. William Periera and Ernest 
Hillman are drawing plans for the 
‘new building with a capacity of 60 
beds, clinic, nurses’ quarters and 
oiher essentials. 


MUSICAL ‘FLORIAN SLAPPEY’ 


Hollywood, March 28. 

FONTAINE-AHERNE PART | Lynn Root, author of “Cabin in the 
any yet developed and was destined Hollywood, March 28. | Sky” book, and Octavus Roy Cohen 
to create an original technique com- Joan Fontaine has announced her have set a deal on the latter’s Negro 
bining sight and sound for small/intention to file a divorce —suit stories. 

audiences. That did not mean, /against Brian Aherne within two| Material will be readied for a 
Miner quipped, that films eventually | weeks. | Broadway musical preduction in the 
would be known _@S a “primitive Couple were married Aug. 20, ‘fall built around Cohen's chief char- 
form of television.” 1939. acter, Florian Slappey. 


| 
Fentative dates at which television| It is not known yet whether the 
| transmission facilities may be made | Case will eventually wind up in the | 


Kansas City- Omaha, Des; out a new angle to avoid listing the 


priorities for materials can be ob- | 


Small hospital in current use has | 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK : 


By Frank Scully 


Hollywood, March 28. 

You know this town for cycles and trends. Sometimes they're Conscious 
carbon copies of mighty cute originals. Sometimes things just so that 
way and nobody is to blame particularly. Two weeks ago Fathey Flana 
gan and “Captain Marvel” happened in the same room at the san time 
and scored a Scrapbook sensational scoop. This week it’s Padre Macuire 
and Commander Ford, and behind them is one of the wildest storice« of 
the war. 


We caught the Padre, whose official billing is Captain William s§ 
Maguire, U.S.N., officiating at a christening of Timothy John Ford. son 
of Ensign Patrick Ford, grandson of Commander John Ford. Colonel 


Frank Capra was in on the deal some place. Maybe as a godfather 
Maureen O'Hara was in there, too. Maybe as a godmother. : 

But our interest was in Padre Maguire, a fugitive from one of the crazie 
est song-plugging stunts in the history of Tin Pan Alley. If what we've 
uncovered solves that “Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition” 
enigma, Scully nominates himself for the Pulitzer Prize of 1944. Besides 
you have to allow a little leeway on this one. Setting and background 
are important. Everybody doesn't know that our naval set, between wars 
is nearly as cloistered as the Trappist order. In peacetime naval officers 
meet few outsiders, except diplomats, and they’re really insiders. 

Padre Maguire never had a chance to learn how fast a song-plugger 
can shoot. Born in Hornellsville, N. Y. (where Chauncey Olcott came 
from, incidentally), educated at Seton Hall (N. J.), and Louvain. Belgium 
he joined the Navy in 1917 and hasn't been out of uniform since. He tells 
about these labors as a Navy chaplain in “Rig for Church” and “The 
Captain Wears a Cross.” 

Up to the time of the Pearl Harbor Sunday stab, he hadn't had much 
traffic with show people. He had met Jack Ford in Honolulu in 1930, 
| Ford was then an ace Fox director and George O’Brien, a Fox star, intro. 
; duced them. Incidentally, O’Brien is now a Naval lieutenant, scnior 
| grade. The Padre didn’t get the Ford name. He thought it was “Forbes.” 


In fact as a standing gag he calls Ford “Forbes” to this day. And while 
we're straightening up contemporary history, it might as well be recorded 
that it wasn’t “Ford” either. It was Feeney. In Ireland, where Jack's 
people came from, it may originally have been O’Feanna. But when he 
first came to Hollywood from the University of Maine, his brother was 
already an arrived star of silent pictures under the name of Francis Ford. 
So Jack, spotting how strong the current of nepotism flowed by the old 
Universal fot, billed himself as Jack Ford, brother of Francis. But some- 
where along the line he must have changed it legally, because in the Navy 
he is officially listed as Commander John Ford and nowhere. except in 
Capt. William A. Maguire's book, has he ever been known as “Forbes.” 

Ford got into the Navy through his yacht. It was his only Hollywood 
| folly. His people had come from the Isle of Aran and he called his yacht 
the Araner. He knew how to get from Wilmington to Honolulu and back 
so he had some ideas on navigation. Besides, hadn't he made the best 
sea picture the old Fox lot produced? After we entered the war he was 
about the first to offer his ship to the Navy. They took it and ordered 
him off it. Then they sent him to Washington. From there. with a 
| camera crew, he was oréered to Pearl Harbor to try to recapture the 
horrible events of December 7, 1941. 

On arriving he received a catte blanche from Admiral Nimitz and 
looked up Captain Maguire to help him get his bearings. The Padre teok 
the commander for a tour of Battleship Row. With them was Ford's 
assistant, Chief Boatswain’ Mate Jack Pennick, ex-Holly wood. 

The Padre Meets Showbusiness 

While Ford and Pennick were shooting “December the Seventh” the 
Padre got an invitation to be piped into the NBC Catholic Hour from 
Hawaii. Ford told the Padre he'd like to hear him read his niece before 
he went on the air. So the Padre began to read it and felt he was doing 
pretty well until Ford suddenly shouted, “Ham it up! Ham it up!” 

The Padre didn’t know exactly what Ford meant until the director 
(who really ranked below the Padre) decided to lavish a million dollars 
| worth of his peace-time talent so that the Padre, who was facing his first 
broadcast over a national hookup, would approximate the Ford standard 
of quality. Obviously, the Padre under-acted, a failing not common in 
Hollywood even among preachers. 

That was the Padre’s first contact with show business. From there on 
the captain really wore a cross! He was ordered to the mainland later 
and invited to go on the air with Nelson Eddy. “It was a broadcast in 
the interest of a nopular cigaret.’ he says, “and was intended to increase 
our war spirit. The studio was 1eally a theatre where hundreds came. 
It was a trying ordeal but I believe I was more tired than nervous.” 

The nervousness came later. Commander A. Jack Bolion, the Navy's 
public relations officer for the L. A. district, asked the Padre to take part 
in a radio dramatization of some incidents-in his career. ‘Ile had got the 
Navy Cross for rescning three gobs from drowning off the coast of France 
‘as far back as World War I.) After the show the producer iniroduced 
him and his niece to Kay Kyser who invited them to view his Kollege 
of Musical Knowledge. which followed. Before the show began Kyser 
invited the Padre’s 16-year-old niece on the stage to assist him. Slie 
found it great fun and the Padre did too, until in the middle of the pro- 
gram Kyser made a speech. * Students,” he said, “we have in the studio 
tonight, Father Maguire. the chaplain who was at Pearl Harbor on De- 
cember 7. He left his altar. grabbed a gun and fired at the Japs yelling, 
‘Praise the Lord a1.d pass the ammunition!” 

The mike was too far away for the Padre to ni» the story that raced 
around the world. The next day the L. A. “Times” ran a story with the 
head: “Chaplain-Guaner Tells of Pearl Harbor Attack.’ The “Times” 
_reporter had by-passed Commander Jack Bolton's office of public rela- 
tions. So had Kay Kyser. So, tor that matter, had Frank Loesser who 
wrote the song describing a Navy chaplain as “a son-of-a-gun of a gunner.” 

From there on out, brother, it was a routine Hollywood chase. Fact 

never did catch up to fiction. It wasn’t particularly important that the 
twain ever should meet. either. except that there happened to be 2 
Geneva Convention which placed chaplains in the category of non-com- 
| batants, and Japan and the United States had signed it. The Japs had 
| plenty of U. S. chaplains as prisoners of war and were only waiting for 
a chance to give it to them as they were to everybody from our pilots 
; down. So it was important that the truth be told. 
“I called on Rear Admiral Ralston,” says the Padre, “and gave him an 
j account of the ridiculous shenanigans. But the story only helped to plug 
| the war song.” After this “The March of Time” moved in. Quartets of 
| chefs sang the song to him on trains. “Life” gave him a cover. It put 
| the Padre on an awful spot, and constantly his supericrs were tyying t 
} take him off it. But the public preferred to believe the song-pluggers. 
They preferred to “Ham it up!” 
What of the truth? Well, the Sunday work sheet of the California 
carried this item: “0745 Rig for Church.” That meant that at quarter-to- 
eight Padre Maguire would say Mass aboard the U.S.S. California. Or bY 
nine o'clock, anyway, allowing an hour for the rigging, confessions and 
so forth. But the Japs got there first. 

The Padre had left the dock of the Officers’ Club in a staff motor-boat 
| when he saw a icd sun of a Jap plane shoot a torpedo into the side of the 
Oklahoma. From that moment the harbor was an inferno of steel killers, 
bombs, explosions and sudden death. 

All he remembers saying was: “God help us, we're in it!” 

From that moment and for the next several hours, the Padre was all 
over, helping move ihe wounded, hearing confessions on ships under fire. 
He really put in a day. But all he remembers saying was “Gold help Us 
we're in it!” And how many of us ham even that one up. 

Say, does “Varicty” sive a plaque for stories like these? And. if it Goes 
will the-plaque preity un my joint or do I simply hang it in the window 
on those days Alice wants ice? 
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Harry Rapf’s Pet 


Somewhere in this issue there ought to be a story about 
the retirement of Harry Rapf, one of Metro’s veteran 
producers, from active picture production, to join the 
studio executive committee. That’s one story. There's 
two. 


How many remember that Rapf turned loose the first 
screen revue the picture business ever attempted? That 
was “Hollywood Revue” (M-G) released in ’29 and re- 
called by most today only for its hit tune, “Singing in 
the Rain.” 


But the opening of this picture at the Chinese on that 
June evening, 15 years ago, still ranks as one of the most 
spectacular first nights Hollywood has ever known. It 
was further distinguished by George Arliss walking 
down the aisle and no one knowing whe he was. 


And behind this premiere was one of the toughest 
intra-studio arguments Metro had known. It was a dif- 
ference of opinion on the picture, whether to shelve or 
finish it. On one side was Rapf, its producer, and on the 
other was the late Irving Thalberg, who had little or no 
confidence in the experiment. The tussle waxed so hot 
that when Thalberg had about decided to sidetrack the 
venture, Rapf rushed in and demanded that he be al- 
lowed to put in his own money to finish the picture. This 
wasn’t necessary, however, for Thalberg finally with- 
drew his objections and okayed completion. 


So there was plenty riding under the surface at the 
Chinese that night. The rest is history. 


One paragraph from “Variety’s” review of the film 
told something of it to those who could read between 
the lines. It merely said, “Harry Rapf gets credit for 
having put it over, and as a first effort in this strictly 
film revue direction it’s a pip.” 


Only i 
he has oil a bum out of many a 
also made a bum out of—now, = Se 


s 44 and Rapf is retiring to supervise. Well, 
golf course and he 
Hold it, hold it! 


But two will get you five that the pet he takes with 
him as he withdraws from the firing line is “Hollywood 
Revue”—and it was “a pip.” “Sid. 


Studios Step Up Pix About Show Biz; 
18 Biogs of Celebs Prep for Camera 


By 4ACK JUNGMEYER 


Show biz RAPF TO JOIN M- G EXEC 
h ‘ies i - 


Slated as a top order of entertain- | 
March 28. 


Hollywood, 
Rapf 


ment on the 1944 picture production | 
program, A score of them, at least, 
with the lives of many others also} 
being considered for the biographi- | relinquish his current post as exec- 
Cal gallery. | utive producer, following 

The screen has been a little slow | | month vacation in the east. Rapf is 
in getting to this focus ©n| one of the veterans of the Culver 


Harry will 


around 


become a mem-| 
ber of Metro's executive board 


a three-| 


the men and women of the allied) City studio. originally joining Louis 
amusements. Particularly diffident,; RB Maver and the late Irving Thal-| 
and strangely so, have been the mo-! perg jn 1924. 
tion picture makers i ‘esenting | : 1 i 

p makers in presenting; wnderstood Moe Seigel, who re-| 


their own headliners. In contgast to | 
this reluctance to dramatize its own, 
the industry has been biographically 
attentive to the greats of other walks 
of life—science, music, literature, 
politics, sports. Most of these biog 
ventures encouragingly 

would be assumed. } 
have incited films to deal | 
likewise with the celebs of screen 


cently moved” from 
| Metro, will assume 
the Rapf product 


ion units. 


Jim fies in Hosp, 
Peary Subs for Fibber 


Hollyw March 28 


were 
cessful, and, it 
might well 


suc= 


ood, 


and stage. Many of the great figures 

Ol pictures and legit are not only Jim Jordan. of Fibber McGee and 

stil; alive and active but are still, Molly. was taken to St. Joh: 


Hos- 
puiling in fortunes Santa Monica, last week witl 


at the b.o. Which | pital, 


Republic to! 


PUT 


Motion picture companies this sea- 
son are finally confronted with 
sharp, actual reduction in beok fie | 
tion which has been anticipated for | 
the past twe years. As a result of 
the phenomenal sales of non-fiction 
books and the drastic curtailment in 
paper supplies, many publishers are 


riding with their spring lists until 
fall, some expecting to postpone 
publication of books _ originally 
scheduled for next autumn until 


winter. As a result. picture produc- 
tion departments are reconciled to 
the slimmest fiction output suitable 
for filming in a decade. 

Anticipating this development, 
most major companies have intensi- 
fied efforts to build their scripting 
staffs and have also stepped up 
financing cf authcrs via 
Metro, which last week signed 
Charles Jackson, also has deals of 
this type with Carl Sandburg and 
Thomas Mann, and is also on the 
lookout for other authors, estab- 

(Continued on page 26) 


De Liagre’s $3,000,000 
‘Voice of Turtle’ Offer 
Starts Show Biz Talk 


Alfred de Liggre, Jr., producer of 
“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco, 
N. Y., has made an unique offer, 
with the assent of others interested 
in the play, to sell the show in en- 
tirety for a neat $3,000,000. For that 
amount ownership of the present at- 
traction, probable road companies, | 
picture, radio, television and other) 
rights, can be had. Included, of 
course, would be the author's royal- | 
ties since the sale would include the | 
basic copyright. Plan was drawn up| 
by John D. Wharton, attorney for | 
de Liagre and also of the Play-| 
wrights Co. 

Showmen who were given details | 
of the proposed “Turtle” deal opined | 
that it would probably take five) 
years to recapture such an invest-| 
ment and was therefore impractical. | 
Figured, however, that such an out- | 
right sale at the stated price might | 
be the subject of bargaining. Con-| 
ceded that “Turtle” is a highly valu-! 
able property, which inspired the 
query as to why its owners desire to 
dispose of it. 

Surmise is that they be dubi- 
ous of the uncertaintics in the im- 
mediate future and while virtually 
sure of getting huge profits from the 
three-person smash, by selling the 


tae nis 
revainess. 


may 


show each would be assured oi get-} 
ting a young fortune. However, 
federal taxes would subtract plenty 
from each one’s share. Those with 
shares in “Turtle” in addition to the 
producer: Alfred de Liagre, Sr., Mrs. 
Frederick P. Payne, Howard S. Cull- 
mar, Margaret Sullavan and Elliott 
Nugent. Latter duo are in the casi 


supervision 
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interest In 
van Dru- 


hz as ali 


and J. C. Nugent 


his son's share, while John 
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maxes the diffidence in presenting! lobar pneumonia. The actor's con- 
these entertainers in the dramas of dition was eported in proved today 

their own careers all the more in-| (28) but doctor states he will be 


comprehensible. away 

‘ The war and wartime need for @n-! ture at RKO for almost month. 

ertainme > } 
ent changed the picture. It! for him 


served to show to performer and au- | Harold pe 7 


from program and current pic- 


‘MACGOWAN LEAVES 20TH 


on web-show is | 
while picture procuc- | 


idea of making 


ane ition has been completely halted. 

t in local and national 

en and morale are the men and the, 

vomen of show biz compared to} “3 

Other folk in vital productive, crea- | Joan Davis Next 

tive, distributive activities. This | Joan Davis. comedienne now east, | 
knowledge gave showfolk a new’ touring service bases with her radio 
pride of profession. The clown, the! troupe, returns to the Coast April 
Tomantic actor, the bandmaster, the! 14. and immediately goes into “Kan- 
burlesquer, the circus performer—| sas City Kitty’ for Columbia Pic- | 


everyone in the troupe of illusion-| tures 
ists and amusement pury eyors—now | Star recently 
feels himself essential in the life ot. | per-year 
his fellows as never before. ! through 


o-picture- 


runs 
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RKO. which 
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I$ 947. but is 


| pany since 19: 
pictures, 


And suddeniy, in the course of the make one yearly for any other stu- | 
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FOR INDIE PRODUCING 


Hollyw March 28. 
After nine years with 20th-Fox, 


‘-hecks off the 


ood, 


Kenneth 
lot at the expiration of his producer 
contract, April 1, with the general | 
pictures as an inde- 
ugh he has not en- 
program. 


pendent, altho 
nounced any definite 
has been with the com- 
35 and has produced 28 
winding up with “Life- 
boat.” During that period he took 
a leave of absence for a year to| 
Nelson Rockefeller in the 
Affairs Bureau. 


Macgowan 
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“Here Is Your 


Cantor Asks $5,000 Raise, Other 


Conditions to Renew for Bristol-Myers 


Garbo Set to Return 
To Pix in Norse Epic 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Greta Garbo is returning to the 
screen to star for Lester Cowan in 
a film based on the adventures of the 
Norwegian Merchant Marine, Last 
Garbo picture was Metro’s “Two 
Faced Woman” in 1941. 

Actress was persuaded to resume 
her film career by Wilhelm Morgan- 
stierne, Norwegian Ambassador at 
Washington, 


Olivia Cuts Ties 
As Judge Hits WB 


Los Angeles, March 28. 


Notice that Olivia de Havilland is 
a free agent, and must not be inter- 
fered with in any of her negotiations 
with any other studio, was served on 
Warners by Judge Charles 8. Bur- 
nell in Superior Court. Judgment 
was signed following the recent 
move by Warners in advising other 
studios that Miss De Havilland was 
considered still under contract pend- 
ing decision of an appeal in the case. 
Court said, in part: 

“Defendant (Warners) may not 
enforce the Contract against plain- 
tiff (Olivia de Havilland) and de- 
fendant is hereby enjoined and re- 
strained from enforcing the Contract 
or attempting to enforce the Con- 
tract against plaintiff, or interfering 
with the rendition by the plaintiff of 
services for persons, firms or corpo- 
rations other than the defendant.” 


In view of the Court's statement. 
it was pointed out that any attempt 
by Warners to enforce the contract 
with the actress might result in a 
citation for contempt of court. 

Warners has sent notice it intends 
to appeal the judgment 
Judge Burnell, enjoining compan; 
ifrom enforcing or attempting to en- 
contract which court had 
previously* declared void, 


U STILL CLAIMS IT 


HOLDS BOB CUMMINGS 


Hollywood, March 28. | 
is still listed as 


wevardless 


Robert Cumy 
a contractee of Universal, 
of the recent court 
actor’s favor, 


nings 


nication sent out studio to 
film lots. The warning read 
“Please be advised that the deci- 
sion of the U. S. District Court in 
favor of Robert Cummings in latter's 
suit against Universal Pictures Co., 
Inc., is not final. Universal intends 
to move for a new trial, and if such 
motion is denied, to appeal. Until and 
unless the final decision is 


other 


adverse 


‘to Universal, the latter takes the po- 

sition that its exclusive contract wit! 
Robert Cummings is stil! in full force 
and effect 


‘Ernie Pyle Sets Rules 


For Own Role in Pic 

Hollyw March 28 

Actor who plays the role of Eri 
Pyle in the Lester Cowan produc- 
tion, “Here Is Your War,” must look 
and act like Pyle, according to in- 
structions written by the autho 

Here are some of: the restrictions: 
“He must weigh in the ne 
hood of 112 pounds and look anae- 
mic. He must not be glamorized nox 
love interest in the 


ood, 


pic- 
must write 
and absolutely neve 


on a typewriter 
be shown with 


United Press this week 
transfer of C. R. Cunningham fron 
his war correspondent assignment 
on the Italian front to 
where he will play himself in the 
pic version of Ernie Pyle’s book 


War.” 
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signed by | 
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Hollywood, March 28. 

Eddie Cantor’s radio plans for 
next season are in a state of flux, with 
possibility that unless his sponsor, 
Bristol-Myers, agrees to certain con- 
ditions laid down by the comedian, 
including a $5,000 pay hike, he’l! in- 
sist that B-M release him from his 
contract, which still has a year to 
run. In the latter eventuality, Can- 
tor, it’s report@d, will grab a three- 
year contract, with better coin, 
that’s been dangled before him by 
Colgate. 

Cantor has been dissatisfied with 
the present setup and $10,000 salary 
for some time, and in a move to 
bolster the program, Eddie Beloin, 
Jack Benny’s former scripter, is go- 
ing on the show's writing staff at a 
reported $2,000 a week. 

Cantor would like to grab the Col- 
gate offer but unless he can get out 
of his present contract binding him 
to another year with B-M, there's 
not a loophole that can legalize the 
switch. If he succeeds in grabbing 
the Colgate sponsorship, the accoun?, 
it’s reported, will switch from the 
Sherman Marquette agency to Wil- 
liam Esty. 

Should Cantor change sponsors, it 
would solve the present dilemma 
confronting Young & Rubicam and 
Bristol-Myers over the Ed Gardner- 
“Duffy’s Tavern” situation. Gardner 
has issued an ultimatum for the 
agency to get him off the Blue Net- 
work Tuesday night time and spot 
him on either NBC or CBS. On 
either of the latter, he says, he 
would have a crack at a larger audi- 
ence and better rating. If he doesn’t 
get what he wants, he would refuse 
to renew for Bristol-Myers next sea- 
son. With Cantor, should he pact 
the Colgate deal, slated to go ints 
the Tuesday night 8:30-9 Colgate 
CBS slot currently occupied by Judy 
Canova, it would throw open the 
Wednesday night NBC Cantor spot 
As of today (Tues. 
seemed a possibility that Can- 


| tor might reach a compromise agree- 


ducer 
“Burlesque,” 
peared on stage 


ment with his present sponsor. 


Hollywood, March 28. 
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Red Cross Drive Going 


Over Top: Returns Far Ahead of “43 


First weekend returns from 22 key ¢ 


Capt. Monroe Greenthal’s 


cities and scores of smaller localities 
in the 1944 Red Cross drive indicates 
that theatre collections are running 
far ahead of last year. Industry 
leaders believe that the goal of $10,- 
000.000 will likely be topped, pointing 
out that there are about 3,000 more 
theatres participating this year than 
in the 1943 drive. 
that over 3.000 theatres will extend 
collections through a second week- 
end. 

Roxy theatre, New York, in 12 days 
of collections ‘to March 27), got ap- 
proximately $16,233 as compared 
with $8,700 during the entire Red 
Cross drive last year. Collections 
at the Roxy are continuing until 
next Monday (3). Century circuit 
collected $19,728 this year as com- 
pared with $9,179 in the same period 
last year. Paramount theatre, N. Y., 
showed over $7,600 in six days com- 
pared with $4,000 last year. Strand, 
N. Y., which collected $2,300 in six 
days last year, collected more than 
double in the same period this year. 
Both theatres will continue collec- 
tions for two full weeks. 

Nearly 15,000 Theatres 


Collections got off to a strong start 
last Thursday (23) in 14,764 houses 
throughout the country, represent- 
ing the greatest mobilization of the- 
atres on record on behalf of Red 
Cross. 

More than 300 theatres jumped 
the gun by initiating collections as 
early as March 16. Many operators 
have indicated, also, that they will 
continue collections beyond March 
29 if necessary to achieve quotas. 

Joseph Bernhard, chairman of the 
industry’s campaign, on Monday 
(27) called upon all participating 
theatres to extend their collections- 
at-every-performance through a sec- 
ond weekend. More than 125 cir- 
cuits as well as other theatres have 
been asked to give the campaign 
extra days of collection. 

More than $1,000,000 is expected 
in contributions from the major 
companies alone, according tu Her- 
man Robbins, chairman of the Cor- 
porate Gifts Committee. This is ex- 
elusive of individual donations by 
industry executives and film em- 
ployees throughout the country. 

Bernhard stated last week that the 
strong sendoff given the drive, as 
well as the all-time record partici- 
pation, was largely a result of the 
tour made by 15 of the industry’s 
leading film executives who held 
rallies in all exchange centers. 

All manpower ‘in the N. Y. ex- 
change area has been enlisted in the 
1944 campaign, according to Ralph 
Pielow, local distributor chairman. 
Proclamations urging public sup- 
port during motion picture week 
were issued last week by borough 
president Cashmore, Brooklyn, and 
borough president James A. Burke, 
Queens. 

20th-Fox’s $143,574 
20th-Fox announced last Friday 

(24) that the company’s contribu- 
tion to the American Red Cross War 
Fund campaign will reach $143,574. 
On March 16 each of 20th-Fox’s 31 
exchanges in the U. S. contributed 
$500 to their local R. C. chapters. In 
addition to these donations, further 
contributions of $1,000 from each of 
these branches will be made to their 
local R. C. chapters in keeping with 
the company’s undertaking that any 
returns from rentals of Victory 
Shorts, in excess of actual produc- 
tion costs, would be donated to war 
charity. 

Approximately . $300,000 has al- 
ready been reported in donations of 
two major companies, Loew’s and 


Paramount. with contributions from | 


Warners, RKO, United Artists, Uni- 
versal and Columbia likely to place 


the contributions from the eight 
majors easily over the $1,000,000 
mark. 


Tent Shows Specials 
Robstown, Tex., March 28. 
All four of Stout Jackson’s Tent 

theatres had special Red Cross 
shows last week. Jackson’s advance 
campaign included radio announce- 
ments over Corpus Christi radio sta- 
tion KWBU and distribution of 4,000 
heralds. 


NAVY RELEASES WARPIX 


Washington, March 28. 
Navy has released to the news- 
Teels about 2,100 feet of film shot in 
&ir raids over Truk and Saipan in 
the Southwest Pacific. 
Film, which was made in 16 mm. 
kodachrome, was flown here by one 


Another factor is | 


War Plant Pix Tour, 


Capt. Monroe Greenthal, Indus- 
trial] Service Division of the U. S. 
Army Public Relations Bureau, left 
New York last week for a tour of 
12 key cities to stage previews of 
four new industrial films being re- 
leased by the Army. 

Attendance industrial film | 
showings in manufacturing plants | 
producing essential] war supplies, has | 
jumped from 200,000 to 4,000,000 | 
monthly in recent months. This is 
exclusive of circulation secured via 
showings of the Army’s industrial 
films in commercial theatres. \ 


BOB HOPE’S QUICKIE 
IN CLEVE. HOMETOWN 


Cleveland, March 28 | 

Making a special air trip to Cleve- 
land with a military guard, Bob | 
Hope raised $12,000 for his home- 
town's Stage Door Canteen in a mid- 
night benefit performance at RKO | 
Palace last Thursdiay (23), doing sell- | 
out biz at $5 top. 
Prior to the benefit, Hope gave a | 
typical G. I. show for 1.800 service- | 
men and women at canteen, of which | 
he is honorary chairman. Vera | 
Vague had to fly back to Coast to | 
attend to some urgent business, but | 
Frances Langford, Jerry Colonna, | 
Tony Romano and Wendell Niles ap- 
peared with the Cleveland comic in 
the two shows. One at Palace drew 
3,500. 

After half-day visit here with 
Heien and Niki Burnett, co-chair- 
men of Stage Door Canteen, Hope 
and his overseas troupe flew to Mo- 
bile, Ala., for several more army 
camp appearances. He said he was 
scheduled to return to Hollywood 
early this week. 


Myrna Loy Comes Back 
In ‘Thin Man Goes Home’ 


Hollywood, March 28. 


direct “The Thin Man Goes Home,” 
in which Myrna Loy returns to pic- 
tures to resume her old screen role 
as the long-suffering wife of Nick 
Charles, played by William Powell. 
Picture goes into work about April 
10, with Everett Riskin producing. 


Rick’s $10,000 War Bond 
Presentation; Pic Tieup 


Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker present- 
ed Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Kacz- 
marczyk, of Torrington, Conn.. with 
a $10.000 war bond yesterday ‘(Tues- 
day ) in behalf of 20th-Fox’s “Ricken- 
backer,” being produced by Eureka 
Pictures. They are parents of Sgt. 
Alex Kaczmarczyk. member of crew 
cast adrift in the mid-Pacific for 21 
days, who died auring the ordeal. 

In making the presentation. Rick- 
;enbacker revealed that $80.000 al- 
jready had been distributed among 
| the six crew members. He also re- 

vealed that Lt. James C. Whittaker. 
co-pilot of ill-fated plane, had been 
granted leave of absence by War 

Department to serve as technical ad- 
viser on the pictures. Asked who 
; would portray him in title role of 
film, Rickenbacker said the selection 
was up to the producer. 


Coff Gets Deferment 


| Hollywood, March 28, 


| Lum of the Lum 'n’ Abner team, 
yclept Norris Goff, recently paged 


;by Uncle Sam as a 1-A recruit for | awaits call to the Army. 
; the Army, has been deferred for 60 | 


| days. 

| Deferment permits Lum ‘n’ Abner 
;to carry out their film commitment 
|for RKO. Picture, sti untitled and 
in the writing mill, will get under 
way early in April. 


BILL PARK PASSES THROUGH 


William C. Park, formerly makeup | 
editor at Paramount newsreel who 
volunteered for special duty in the 
Navy, stopped off in N. Y. last week 
enroute to new assignment. 

Park is lieutenant commander and 
has been with the Navy in South 


Metro assigned Richard Thorpe to} 


Greek Drive for Garments 


Los Angeles, March 28. 
Theatre audiences in Southern 
California and Arizona donated 
about 100.000 garments to needy 
people of Greece, now held by 
Nazis, according to Charles P. 
Skouras, head of Greek War Relief 
Assn. Southern Califoria. 
Goal of U. S. drive is 20,000,000 
garments. 


WAC LOOKS AHEAD 
TO STH BOND DRIVE 


The motion’ picture’ industry 
pledged participation in the forth- 
coming Fifth War Loan drive at the 
War Activities Committee annual 
meeting at the Hotel Astor, New 
York, last Friday (24). 

Joseph McConville, Columbia exec, 
was elected chairman of the foreign 
managers division of the WAC, re- 
placing Phil Reisman. Reelected 
were Si Fabian, chairman of the the- 
atres division, George J. Schaeier, 
WAC chairman, and Francis Har- 
mon, WAC executive vice-chairman. 
Herman Gluckman replaced Arthur 
Maver as treasurer. 

John C. Flinn, coordinator of WAC 
Hollywood division, Oscar Doob, 
publicity relations chief; Major Gen- 
eral J. A. Ulio, adjutant general, and 
Major John Hubbell, chief of the 
Army’s Overseas Motion Picture 
Service were among the speakers. 

Ulio reviewed the industry's con- 
tribution to the war effort and dis- 
cussed a new short film, “This Is 
Your War, Too,” which has been 
designed to stimulate enlistment in 
the WACS. Edward L. Alperson, 


|chairman of the WAC special events 


committee, who left New York for 
the Coast last Friday (24), was as- 
| Signed to the preparation of a na- 
| tional campaign for the exhibition 
|of the film. 


Yokel-Mrs. E. G. Robinson 
In B’way Play Huddle 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Alex Yokel and Mrs. Edward G. 
Rebinson will hold parleys when the 
Broadway producer arrives tomor- 
row (29). 

Discussion will center around pro- 
duction of a play based on the “Des- 
ert Battalion,’ group of Hollywood 
j}and Los Angeles girls who visit re- 
;mote service posts in this area each 
| weekend. 


Red Cross Take on Coast 


Los Angeles, March 28. 
Charles P. Skouras turned over 
$21.344 to Red Cross as contributions 
|of Southern California division, Fox- 
West Coast theatres. 
Amount nearly doubled that con- 
tributed by these theatres last year. 


Par Servicemen’s Ed to Navy 

Harold Lagar, of Paramount trans- 
portation dept., who’s been editing a 
| himself was inducted Monday (27), 


,Ppaper sent all Parites in service, 
into Navy. 
| Employees of Par gave him a 


luncheon, Friday (24). 


U.S. Rollcall 


Hot Breath on Reiners 
Manny Reiners, formerly head of 
| Paramount shorts-newsreel ad-pub- 
‘licity in N. ¥., back in U. S. from 
|Iceland where he’s been stationed 
| with OWI overseas division. In town 
|}for powwow with his draft board. 
| Reiners expects either to be called 
ito colors or get a reassignment. 


Seymour Florin to Army 


| Seymour Florin, for years in sales 
| with 20ih-Fox and now booking su- 
pervisor at company’s N. Y. ex- 
change, has passed his physical and 


RKO’s Buffalo Manager to Navy 


Buffalo, March 28. 
Elmer Lux, RKO branch manager 


for last 10 years, accepted for 
induction into navy, leaving next 
month. 


“Ue Sieur Tapped 
Howard Le Sieur, United Artists 
sales promotion production manager 
in N. Y,. for years, passed Army 
physical. 


Carl Laemmie, Jr., in Hospital 
Private Carl Laemmle, Jr., Army 
Signal Corps, patient in hospital, 


Maj. Cowan, Back From SW Pacific, 


Lauds Pix Industry's Morale Job 


Helen Hayes Tops Nvack 


Red Cross Benefit Bill 


Nyack, N. Y., March 28. 


Drawing neat $1,500 for Red Cross | 


Fund and climaxing WAC drive in 
this area, the benefit show, “Dollars 
to Doughnuts,” sparked by Helen 
Hayes, was near capacity 
night (27) at Rockland, Skouras 
house here. All seats at $1.10 were 
sold in advance. All-star spangled 
revue was headed by Jimmy Savo, 
Will Geer, Zita Johann, Harry Bel- 
laver and Bill Smith. 

Miss Hayes played the menace in 
an Ellery Queen chiller, aided by 


original radio cast, Marian Sheck!ey, 


Santos Ortega and Ted de Corsia. 
Several professionals gone khaki at 
nearby Camp Shanks appeared in 
show, including Fred Feibel formerly 
at Paramount, Larry Kent, as m.c., 
Vicente Gomez, Ossy Renardy, Pvts 
Nicholas Karsanyi, Marten Lake and 
Herbert Garber. The 374th Army 
band plus “Heavenly Body” rounded 
out bill. 


ARMY READIES BATTLE 


PIC FROM NEW BRITAIN the 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Army’s jungle picture, “The Battle 
of New Britain.” was brought back 
from the South Pacific by Lieut. Col. 
Robert Presnell, who has_ spent 


Monday | 


nearly two years in that combat! 


+ 
Editor, “Variety”: 
“I Dood It Again”—just returned 
from an extensive survey of every 
unit in the Southwest Pacific area 
and if you check on the map with 
newspaper developments, it will 
‘give you a fair picture of the trip 
I took. Primarily, my job is Over. 
seas Motion Pictures and am proud 
,to state that Overseas Motion Pic. 
| ture Service in this Theatre of War 
|has built up an organization that jg 
doing a swell job of booking and dis- 
tribution of the 16 mm. prints, go 
generously donated to the “Men of 
the Fighting Forces” by MPPDA, 
Have been extremely fortunate in 
getting officers assigned me who in 
civilian life have been associated 
\with motion pictures, namely: Lt, 
|Frank L. Krebs, formerly with War. 
iner Bros.; Lt. Charles Mayer, for. 
'merly Far Eastern manager for 20th. 
| Fox in Java; Lt. Russel Roshon, for. 
/merly exchange manager of Russel 
C. Roshon, 16 mm. distributors; W/O 
|Leon J. Applestone, formerly the. 
atre manager from Bay District, San 
Francisco; T/Sgt. R. Gees, film ex- 
!changes in. 
‘charge of all shipments SWPA; 
J. Thames, 


Australia, 


Pennsulvanic : 


and 
formerly with 
| These officers and non coms are 

stationed at various “Base Sections” 

and each is responsible for presente 
'ing and distributing three programs 
| per week to all units in their area, 
I cannot stress too highly the im- 


area. 

Film, formerly titled “Dexterity,” 
will be whipped into shape by Pres- 
nell and Col. Frank Capra as an 
Army training picture, to be re- 
leased later through OWI to the 
general public. 


Desmond Vaude Unit To 
Italy, Algiers on Tour 


London, March 2. 
Florence Desmond will tour AIl- 
giers and Italy with her own vaude- 
ville unit under direction of Sir Ar- 
thur Tedder. 


Company, besides English star, will | 


include Jack Strachey, pianist and 
writer of “These Foolish Things”: 
Kay Cavendish, radio name; Medlock 
and Marlow, dancers who were with 
her in Jack Hylton show “Hi-De-Hi,” 
and Pilot Officer Oliver Wakefield, 
who will get special four weeks’ 
leave for this job. 


LOWERY IN COAST HOSPITAL 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Ed Lowery, USO-Camp Shows 
head, is in Cedars of Lebanon hos- 
pital, where he was taken last week. 
He is reported getting along 
nicely. 


L. A. toN. Y. 


Willard Alexander. 
Hal Boyle. 

Leo Carillo, 

Sam Clark. 

Rubey Cowan. 
Harry Cox. 

Dan Danker. 

Roy O. Disney 
Earl Ebi. 

Henry Ephron. 
Phoebe Ephron. 
Charles K. Feldman. 
Clare Foley. 
Martin Gang. 
Benny Goodman, 
John Harkins. 

Dr. E. H. Honan. 
Andy Krappman. 
Al Levy. 

Mannie Manheim. 
Tom Page. 

Charles R. Rogers. 
Vincent Sherman. 
Lou Silvers. 

Frank Sinatra. 
Charles P. Skouras. 
Axel Stordahl. 
Betty Walker, 
Ralph White. 

Don Whitehead. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Barney Balaban. 
Sam Dembow, Jr. 
Ed Dukoff. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert. 
Leonard Goldenson. 
Jack Goldstein. 
Karl Hoblitzelle, 
Hal Horne. 

e Martin J. Lewis. 
Leon D. Netter. 
Robert O'Donnel. 
Robert B. Wilby. 


of the men who made the footage. 


Pacific. 


Governors Island. 


Alex Yokel. 


| portance of motion pictures in the 
forward areas. Our boys are doing 
, the grandest job possible—they live 
under the most trying conditions, 
| jungle, swamp, mud, rain, rain, rain 


and they never complain. All they 
are asking for are their movies, 
reading material and an occasional 


letter from home, 
Hospital Units 

Another phase of this war un- 
heralded and unsung is the work of 
'our hospital units, especially the 
field and station groups—hundreds 
|of boys that would normally be 
casualties have been saved and it’s 
due only to the untiring efforts of 
|our doctors, orderlies and nurses, 
It's no pienic and while on this trip 
|I visited every hospital and their 
| movies are presented three times a 
|; week and all medical commanding 
| officers are unanimous in_ their 
praise of the good done by “movies.” 
| It just seems to these boys, lying 
there day after day, that their movie 
|; programs are a breath of life and 
hope from the folks back home and 
every man from producer to “juicer” 
and prop boy in the entire motion 
picture industry that are at home 
'can thank heaven that they have in 
no small way contributed to the 
comfort and happiness of our fight- 
ing forces. War is all Sherman said 
it was but in this particular theatre 
|it's a damn sight worse and every- 
' thing that can be done for their hap- 
piness is most worthy, and I’m proud 
to say Overseas Motion Pictures has 
done it. 


Maj. Lynn F. Cowan. 


ARMY 5-REELER TO GO 
OUT TO GEN’L PUBLIC 


| Washington, March 28. 
“Dexterity,” a five-reeler originally 
‘intended for use as a training film, 
will be edited and released for public 
consumption. 
| “Dexterity” was shot during the 
landings of Army forces under Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur at Cape Glouces- 
|ter and Arawa on New Britain. Gen. 
‘Ingalls’ praise for the shots was 
voiced after his return from a five- 
week stay in the Pacific area. 


Vanguard Goes On With 


Temple, Cromwell Pacts 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Vanguard Films picked up options 
on Shirley Temple, who recently ap 
peared in “Since You Went Away, 
and John Cromwell who directed the 
| picture. 
| Options call for one more year 
| apiece, 


Skouras Chain’s $5,340,630 Bonds 
| Skouras Theatre Corp. sold $5, 
| 340,630 in “E” bonds and $208,510 in 
Stamps during Fourth War Loan 
drive. 
About 64 Skouras houses particl- 
pated in campaign, with 30 Wat 
Bond preems in selected theatres. 
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Under your capable leadership, united industry 


has achieved a magnificent united effort in 


2 7 


Our quota was brilliantly exceeded, due to 
the untiring work of your committee, the State 


Chairman, the War Activities Committee through- 


out the country and the exhibitors of America, 2 | 


so ably assisted by their 150,000 employees. Hi 
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‘CONSULTAN 


L. B. Mayer Says He'd Like to See 
Loews Pension Plan Set Up Soon 


Louis B. Mayer has told Loew's + 


executives and field forces that he, 


would like to see the proposed pen- 
sion plan go through before he leaves 
the company. 

Though giving no intimation of 
fmmediate or near-term retirement, 


the Metro production topper said he’ 
hoped before he retires that all those | 


up and down the lines, who had 
worked to build the production- 
distribution-exhibition organization 
would be taken care of with pen- 
sions. Mayer stated, 


incidentally, | 


that he was not particularly con- | 


cerned with the pension proposal in- 


sofar as it applied to himself. “T| depreciation, amounted to $7,449,332 


have all the money I need,” Mayer 
eaid. 

The Loew’s, Inc, 
meantime, has temporarily been held 
up pending further talks with the 
Treasury and other Government 
agencies, since tax problems inevi- 
tably arise in all pension proposals 

Date for Loew’s, Inc. annual stock- 
holders meeting, which had been 
postponed because it was expected 
that Government approval would be 
forthcoming in time for the sessions, 
may now be held without the ap- 
proved pension plan on hand for dis- 
cussion. Should there be no further 
word from the authorities within 
the next two weeks, it is understood 
that a definite date for the stock- 
holders meetings will be fixed. 


pension plan, | 


Loew’s First 12-Week Net 
Profit Increases $356,000 


Loew’s, Inc. (Metro), net profit for 
the first 12 weeks of the fiscal year 
increased about $356,000 over com- 
parable period a year ago. Report 
last week showed net profit, after all 
charges and taxes, for the period 
ending Nov. 25, 1943 to be $2,796,861 
as against $2,449,056 in the 12 weeks 
ending Nov. 26, 1942. This is equal 
to $1.67 per common share as com- 
pared with $1.47 a year ago. 

Actual operating profit before 
taxes, reserves for contingencies and 


as compared with $7,392,457 a year 
ago. Loew’s again set aside $1,000,- 
000 reserve for contingencies for the 
quarter as in the first quarter a year 
ago but slightly boosted reserve for 
depreciation to $760,617. 

Report shows reserve for Federal 
taxes was reduced from $3,201,361 in 
the quarter ending in November, 
1942, to $2,891,854 in the initial 
period this year. 


Gotham No Longer 


Should the plan be okayed later a! 


special stockholders meeting 
be set afterwards. 

Pension plan would involve set- 
ting aside large annually. 
Under the proposal execs whose 
earnings exceeded $200,000 annually 
for a certain period of time would 
receive a pension of $50,000 annually 
upon retirement. Under such a plan 
@ sum exceeding $500,000 annually 
would likely be required for execu- 
tive pensions alone, apart from 
monies to be set aside for non-ex- 
ecutive personnel. 

Government approval of the plan 
would also likely call for another 
stockholders meeting on new con- 
tracts for execs with profit-participa- 
tidn deals. Under the pension plan 
profit-participation deals would have 
to be given up. 


REP. SUSPENDS ROGELL 
AFTER ‘BRAZIL’ TIFF 


Hollywood, March 238. 
Al Rogell was suspended by Re- 


could 


Lures Pix Men? 


Film execs report that it has be- 
come very difficult to bring field 


| executives into New York, once the 


| family 


Public after refusal to accept a di-| 


rection chore on “Brazil,” forthcom- 


ing filmusical. Rogell, who had urged 
the studio to buy the song, “Brazil.” 
for inclusion in picture, backed out 
of assignment from Herbert J. Yates, 
Republic chief, because he did not 
like the trend of story. 


Several days’ discussion between 
Yates and Rogell failed to change 
latter’s mind and he will be out for 


the 12-week period required to shoot 
film. 


Par Toppers and Pards 


and salesmen in attendance. 


West to 0.0. New Product 


Barney Balaban, Leonard Golden- 


s0n, Sam Dembow, Jr. and Leon D.' 


Netter are on the West Coast now 
to confer with Y. Frank Freeman, 
V.p. at the Studio, as well as to at- 
tend a four-day meeting with vari- 
ous Par theatre partners, to be held 
at Arorwhead Springs, Calif. 


O'Donnell, Par partners, who 
pent in N, Y. last week on war ac- 
ivities meetings, left from there 


ing the 
Richards, 


and John Balaban. 
hile at the Par studio, a number 


objective of every hinterland em- 
plovee, because of the higher cost of 
living in the Manhattan area, plus 
high income taxes. 

Several important posts recently 
offered to men stationed in Chicago, 
St. Louis and other exchange centers 
were turned down despite offers of 
substantially higher salaries. In one 
instance an exec in a key post was 
offered a boost from $275 to $500 
weekly to come into N. Y. Offer of 
promotion was turned down with ex- 
planation that the income tax bite on 
the additional salary, plus higher 
cost of living in N. Y., would result 
in little difference in net income be- 
sides the inconvenience of moving a 
away from familiar sur- 
roundings. 

Refusal to accept N. Y. assignments 
has, in several instances, complicated 
the already acute manpower. situ- 
ation, 


Sked PRC Sales Meet 
For May 8 Opening 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Fifth annual sales meet of PRC 
will be held here May 8, with 
franchise holders, branch managers 


Leo J. McCarthy, general sales 
manager, is already in town to dis- 
increased budgets, film names 
and other selling points with Leon 
Fromkess, production chief. 


cuss 


‘Geraldine’ High Budget 
Musical for Rep Sked 


Hollywood, March 28. 


Republic bought “Affairs of Geral- | 


dine,” authored by Capt. Arthur 
Strawn and Lee Loeb, as one of its 
high-budget musicals for the 1944-45 
program, 

Lester Sharpe drew the associate 
producer assignment, starting in 
mid-April, under general super- 


vision of Armand Schaefer. 
Bob Wilby, Karl Hoblitzelle and. 


U 13-Wk. Net, $1,214,001 


Friday (24). Other partners attend- 


Coast sessions include E. Vv.) 
Martin J. Mullin, Sam 
| fiscal 
slightly less than in first quarter of | 


pictures will be screened. | 
of which are yet ready for 


s<ase, including “The Hitler 
itler Gang, 
the Angels Sing,” “I Love a 
Hep “Hail the Conquering 

® and “Double Indemnity.” 


Despite an increase of nearly $368,- 
600 before taxes, Universal Pictures 
net profit for first 13 weeks of new 
year amounted to $1,214,001, 


preceding fiscal year, which was 
$1,225,186 for same period of 1943. 
Consolidated profit before taxes 
totaled $1,946,701 in the first quar- 
ter as compared with $2, 


* | initial 13 weeks a year ago. 


Outsiders not connected with the 
motion picture industry are selling 
a service to exhibitors showing 
them how rental payments may be 
reduced on percentage pictures and 
are asking and getting 50% and up- 
wards of the coin which they show 
exhibs how to “save.” 

Activities of new type of “con- 
sultant” have been reported to the 
motion picture industry’s Copyright 
Protection Bureau under whose 
direction more than 20 auditors are 
now at work outlining plans for a 
crackdown on the New York, Chi- 
cago, Philadelphia and other ex- 
change territories where distribs 
claim they are losing heavily on 
percentage deals through misrepre- 
sentation of b.o. receipts. 

It is reported that in some cases 
the percentage deal “consultants” 
not only show exhibs how they can 
cut rentals but also suggest that ex- 
hibs apply for downward readjust- 
ments on deals after playing cer- 
tain pictures, under claims that 
they made little or no money. Rec- 
ords reportedly show that readjust- 
ments have been granted where 
later investigation indicates that the 
rentals should have been revised up- 
wards instead. 

Danger areas, in order of stand- 
ing relative to the greatest losses 
allegedly suffered through misrepre- 
sentation of b.o. receipts on per- 
centage deals, are now listed as 
Pittsburgh, No. 1 spot, Boston No. 2, 
Chicago, No. 3, New York No. 4 and 
Philadelphia No, 5. 


Investigations and lewsuits inyolv- | 


ing exhibitors on percentage gyp- 
ping allegations, in line with plans 


TS’ 


| two pictures, still untitled. 


| 


'formulated during conferences 1n | 


|New York by industry 
|earlier this season, are to be stepped 
|up, and are likely to sweep to terri- 
|tories throughout the country. 
Distribs have been double-check- 
ing grosses in many cases, employ- 


ing auditors not known to checkers | 
lor theatre operators, and have found | 


| differences ranging from $500 to 
$1,000 weekly on single pictures sold 
jin the same brackets, plaving tre 
same lergth and type of playing 
| time. As a result, the double 
| checked grosses are now being used 
'as a basis for setting new deals 
Following double-check, distribs 
are setting flat rentals muc.. higher 
| than previously, contending that 
'such demands are based on the the- 
latre earnings in each individual 
| case that auditors have care- 
fully calculated the take 

With business at a peak, distribs 


sea 


figure that double-checking is espe- | 
cially important now since they be- | 
of wavers and age limitations on) 


ilieve they will be confronted with 


demand for downward readjust- 
| ments if b.o. receipts begin to de- 
| cline. 


| New plans are also being studied 
| to plug the leak in percentage 
‘rentals which has assumed large 
proportions. 


JAN. AMUSEMENT TAXES 


Washington, March 28. 
Theatre admissions did a nosedive 
in January, according to the tax fig- 
| ures just reported by the Bureau of 
| Internal Revenue. 


|for the month, contrasted with the 
|record-breaking more than $16,000,- 
000 in December. Although 25% 
low the previous month, the Janu- 
was .nevertheless better 


jary figure 


attorneys | 


| 


iV. cireuit in 


| 
| 
} 


| 


| 


| sey, has purchased a substantial in- 


Rank Asking 50-50 
Majors Tying In 


Split From U. S. 
With British Org; 


Plans Distribution Deal With Skouras 


eo 


New Indie Group Joins 
PRC; Inks Bartholomew 


Hollywood, March 28. 
New production unit, known as 
Roth-Greene-Rouse, was organized 
here by Bernard Roth, Clarence 


Greene and Russell Rouse to film a 
series of features for PRC release. 
Freddie Bartholomew, now out of 
the Army, was signed for the first 


Roth was recently connected with 


the Orsatti agency. Greene and 
Rouse are screen writers. 


Si Fabian's 50%, 
Buy Into W. & V. 


Si Fabian, operating around 40 
theatres in New York and New Jer- 


terest in the Wilmer & Vincent cir- 


cuit of 20 theatres in Pennsylvania 
and Virginia. Deal, closed over the 
past weekend by Fabian and Walter 
Vincent, gives Fabian an interest of 
around 50% in the chain. 


Fabian vecumes president of the 
Wilmer & Vincent Corp. Vincent is 
board chairman and Sam _ Rosen 
treasurer. 

Circuit’s total estimated value is 
around $5,000.000 to $6,000,000. Fa- 
bian bought the Wilmer estate in- | 
terest which Walter Vincent, from | 
accounts, had previously taken over. 
This interest represents around §$2,- 
000,000 to $2,500,000. 

Several other industry groups had 
been actively bidding for the W. & | 
recent months. Joe! 
Unger, sales exec currently with | 
United Artists, headed up one group. | 


SPU Beefs to Guild 
On Studio Nixing Of 
AK’s As ‘Discrimination’ | 
Hollywood, March 28. 
Players ap- 
pealed to Screen Guild 
asking support in fight to check use | 


Union has 


Directors 


Screen 


Letter states 
with de- | 


studio calls for AK’s, 
Central Casting complies 


| mands of some studio execs to furnish 


$4,000,000 UNDER DEC. 


Tax collections stood at $12,094,184 | 


be- | 


than January, 1943, when the Gov-| 


lernment’s take came to $11,317,000. 
Between 90-95% 
from picture houses throughout the 
country. 

Broadway was caught in the reac- 
‘tion which swept the country in 
January. That month’s tax totals 


York—all of Manhattan above 23d 
st.—was only $906,000, not only far 
below the previous month but less 
‘than half of the $1,899,924 taken in 
‘for the Same month of 1943. 
| Unlike legit and pix 
| Broadway's niteries continued 


| 900 for the month. 


of the taxes come | 


| 


for the 3rd Revenue District of New | 


| 
} 


houses, Players Union holds that the bar- 
to gaining unit for Class B members 
9 915.298 in| turn ’em away, paying a tax of $185,-| should go to $50 per day for bits, 


only extras between ages of 18 and 
22 for background work. SPU says| 
this means veteran players are being | 
deprived of work through discrimi-} 
nation. 

Most of younger group, appeal | 
states. are outsiders who. give) 
trouble on set due to lack of film! 
knowledge and are interested only | 
in their check and not artistry. At 
the same time SAG sent a bulletin 


to all members. signed by George 
Murphy, Guild veepee, stating poli-| 
cies’ established by board of direc- | 


tors and exec staff are merely carry-| 
ing out orders. Murphy claims SPU} 
is attempting to take over actors) 
just as Willie Bioff tried in 1939. He} 
adds SPU has demanded exclusive! 
bargaining rights for work now | 
performed not only by extras but} 
also by thousands of Class A and} 
Class A junior members. 

National Labor Relations Board) 
hearings on current dispute recessed 
until Wednesday (29), 

Headed by Frank Cordell, ma- | 
jority of top filni riders will support 
autonomous union movement for | 
Class B members of the Screen Ac-} 
tors Guild. Several cowboys at the | 
hearing last week testified that their 
current studio contracts called for 
salaries ranging to $200 daily. Screen 


with no limitation for stunts. 


| which 


With major American film compa- 
nies playing for the goodwill of the 
J. Arthur Rank film enterprises in 
Great Britain, Rank has been asking 
terms whereby he would be declared 
in for a 50% slice of all profits from 
all films made in England by any 
U. S. company with which he makes 
a deal. Whether a 50% cut of the 
profits represents Rank’s minimum 
or maximum demand is one of the 
matters which Spyros Skouras, 20th- 
Fox prexy, went over to London to 
learn for himself. 

Rank, however, has been reported 
asking for more than a profit-sharing 
arrangement on U. S. films made in 
England with his cooperation. From 
accounts he seeks a 50-50 partnership 
or ownership in such product made 
by any U. S. major tying in with his 
organization. 

Skouras-Rank Deal 

Meantime, an agreement has re- 
portedly been reached between 
Skouras and Rank in London, in 
connection with physical distribution 
facilities in the U. S. for British pic- 
tures. That Skouras might make 
such physical distribution available 
for Rank had been previously re- 
ported. Such a deal, however, does 
not on the face of it call for the 
marketing of British product by 20th, 
and this latter phase of any such un- 
dertaking may come under the oper- 
ations of Eagle -Lions films. Gau- 
mont-British many years ago had a 
physical distribution deal with Fox, 
which did not turn out well. 


Also coming up in the current 
negotiations between Skouras and 
Rank, reported previously in “Va- 


riety,” is the question of the 20th and 
Metro interest in the Metropolis & 
Bradford Trust. Rank has been ask- 
ing for an okay from 20th and Metro 
for the right to official transfer of 
the Ostrer shares which he bought 
some time ago. He has also been 
seeking to purchase the 20th and 
Metro interests in M. & B. Skouras, 
from accounts, has been acting for 
Metro as well as 20th in this phase 
of the negotiations, 

In addition to a partnership in 
British production by U. S. compa- 
nies Rank has also been trying to 
secure worldwide distribution rights 
to product made in England by 
American companies. Such a dis- 
tribution objective is so far uncon- 
firmed. One of Rank’s maior obiec- 
tives has been to secure distribution 
for British pictures in the U. S. 

Rank’s Edge 

Stacked heavily in Rank’s favor in 
any trade at this time is his dom- 
inant position in the British exhibi- 
tion field, the biggest single portion 
of the foreign market for. pictures 
made,in the U. S. A. Another im- 
portant factor, though only a war- 
time and limited advantage, is Rank’s 
control of studio space which U. S. 
producers need in order to fulfill 
their quota obligations in England— 
an obligation which they can be 
called upon to fulfill at any time by 
the British Government 

Use of production facilities in 
England is also regarded favorably 
by U. S. majors as a means of setting 
up, in advance, a studio nucleus 
will be expanded after the 
war. Backlog of product, with most 
majors planning big budgeters rather 
than mere quota films, could then be 
used for worldwide markets, includ- 
ing U. S. distribution. 

In favor of the U. S. film compa- 
nies in the trading is that Britain 
looks to continuation and an im- 
provement in friendly Anglo-Ameri- 
can relations in the readjustment 
period after the war. British Gov- 
ernment officials are believed con- 
vinced of the urgency of securing a 
sizable portion of playing time on 
U. S. screens, not merely because of 
the rentals involved, but, more im- 
portantly, to secure more attention 
for Britain from the American pub- 
lic. Around 25% of America’s “con- 
scious time” has been mentioned as 
one Objective. This is reportedly one 
reason why films are regarded as a 
critical industry in Britain and have 
received such favorable government 
treatment there. 
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Little Steel’ Wage Formula Highlights | Pym Matures Chaplin-Barry Case Grabs Top News 


Hollywood, March 28. =| 
handed Diana Lynn 


Paramount 
(her first grown-up role as a femme 


Negotiations Between Studios and TA 


Completing a thir 
Jabor negotiations with crafts of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees on Saturday (25), 
with dav as well as night sessions 
held, producer group will probably 


d week in studio¢ 


| 
Snags Stage Space | 
Hollywood, March 28. 


Andrew Stone, indie producer, 


| Sam Coslow produces. 


Youngster recently appeared in 


i“The Miracle of Morgan's Creek.” 


Special Vault Obtained 


Space Scribes Cover 


‘ 

Ryan Dickers for ‘Grumpy 
Hollywood, March 28. 

Phil Ryan, currently winding up 

production on his first indie picture, 


+ 


Los Angeles, March 28. 
Charlie Chaplin and Joan Barry, 
co-starring in the Mann Act drama 
in the United States District Court, 
crowded the war news out of its ae. 


taeke hefnre h shortage of studio rental stomed spot in the t lines 
require another two weeks before|beat the shortage of stuc Wh N y B h W l] ‘Pj ” , cus sp ! ne toplines of 
. contracting for room “Pilebuck, has picked old 

reaching complete accord, it is esti- | space by contracting for room at CTE Maude stave play, “Grumpy,” | the local dailies. With 60 scribes on 
nated. So far there has been dis-|General Service next August, al- | 

ic wit] ly five IA locals but | though he has not decided on the De osit Sera ed Film as his second production and is aim-| the job, including foreign corres. 
with Monday (27) resumption of |story or title of his next production ing to sign Charles Coburn for the| pondents, novelists, screen writers, 

iui a} < Sun } 


meetings with the cameramen and 
sound technicians, it is likely pro- 
ducer committee will get around to 
proposals of the entire group by the 
end of this week. 

The camera and sound locals with 
which the studie committee also met 
yesterday «Tuesday) are demanding 
more than the “Little Steel” ceiling 
through reclassifications. Reported 
this is meeting with stiff resistance. 

During the past week studio group 
agreed in principle on deals with the 
lab workers, costumers and first aid- 
nurses unions but with questions of 


for United Artists release. 

Recently Stone completed “Sensa- | 
tions of 1945” and is committed to | 
deliver another feature to UA in 
November. 


Piracy Suit Lost — 


Los Angeles, March 28. 


Faced with compliance of a recent | top role. 
} 


stringent order of the N. Y. Fire De- 
partment, making it necessary for all 
local exchanges to get rid of all 
scrap film (oose ends, strips, cuts, 
etc.), as well as prints that are being 
junked, twice daily instead of once 
a week as before, distributors have 
completed arrangements for a large 
vault where these can be stored for 
periodic disposal in a_ wholesale 
manner. 
With the Fire Dept. informing 
N. Y. branch 
manager for Warner Bros., who is 


chairman of the Fire Prevention 


Producer is negotiating for a re- 
lease. 


Sue RKO for 5066 
On ‘Christian’ Pix 


| 
Charging breach of a distribution | 


tontract, Stephens-Lang Productions, 
Inc., producer of a series of six “Dr. 


sob sisters and 
the story 


straight 
is covering 


reporters, 


more newse 


' Paper space daily than a year's sup. 


ply of Hollywood preems. 

Hearst papers, the Examiner in the 
morning and the Herald-Express in 
the afternoon, lead the local fiele in 
footage by a wide margin. On the 
day Joan Barry took the stand, the 
Examiner devoted six columns on 
the front page and practically filled 
five inside pages with testimony, 
sidelights and minor details of the 


snd organization of a grievance com-| Myrtle Louise Stonesifer, known | Committee, that sach plans would be eel’ | story. The more conservative Times 
i sanctione ack tro ex- | (22) against ¥. federa 
mittee held in abeyance for further | vrofessionally as Louise Howard, | sanctioned, Jack McLeod, Metro ring ie Wy a iite caerd he ' tal of $506 | used one column and a cut on Page 
discussi In the case of the lab|. ae : “wef | Change maintenance manager, acting | Court. Action seeks a total of $998,-' One and jumped to a full page in 
case OF her plagiarism suit against | the distribs, obtained a vault in | 702 damages for alleged violations of | ide, with the exception of a qu or 
: : | 20th-Fox after almost three years | the Film Center building, N.Y., land- | an agreement entered into on April | page ad. The Daily News, with small 


agreed upon for foremen, while in 
connection with general lab em- 
ployees who are already up to “Little 


j}had elapsed since she first filed the 
faction. Case was first filed in Judge | 
| J. F. T. O'Connor's court in 1941 and | 


lord providing it free of charg 


18, 1939. 
Under this pact, the complaint al- | 
leges, RKO was to receive 35°) of 


er pages, ran about the same ratio 
as the Times. 


ithe U. S, Circuit Court of Appeals BOYS TOWN’S LEADER the gross rentals for the first three ‘the 
be worked out in lieu of inability Brot case for the Examiner is Margaret 
to grant them higher pay at this “Dr. Christian” pix for distribution Buell Wilder, author of the be t 
tine Juag plus LAUDS VARIETY CLUBS. by RKO, in the U. S.. Canada and selling novel, “Since You Went ‘ 


Costumers 
Greatest concession has 
promised the 
costumers union. 


been 
members of the 
Feeling that the 


studio unionites, the producers have 
agreed to submit a deal to the War 
Labor Board seeking a 25% increase 
because of present inequities. The 


best that can be offered cameramen | 


lest. 

| Suit was brought by Miss Howard 

| who charged “Hotel for Women” 

Was pirated from her play. “Wo- 
Net profit of the pic- 


;men’s Hotel.” 


Detroit, March 28. 
Variety Clubs of America got a 
tribute for their 
American 


Judge O'Connor's original finding 


was that “unlawful copying and ap- } 


| propriation of material” in plaintiff's 
play was established. 
Opinion of the Appeals Court held 


awarded in accordance with the suit. | dress here. 


“America is proud of the Variety 
|Clubs and their programs,” he 
added. “Unless we of Boys Town 
had pleniy of entertainment we 


Great Britain, and 40¢% in Latin- 
American countries. The three films 
were to be delivered before May 31, 


“great contribution | 1940. An option for three additional 
| films of the series is claimed to have 


fied reducing the percentage to 30% 
for this country, Canada and Britain 
and 35° for Latin American 


tries. 


Away,” with Carl Greenberg writ- 
ing the lead. For the Herald-Ex- 
press, Caroline Walker is scripting 
the femme angle, and Don Rvan and 


members of this s al ar : ; Frank Fiske doing specia! fe: Ps 
id was shown to be only $19,800 | youth” from Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edward| been taken up by RKO in 1940; | pom Gatien and Sh 
>rpaid, reir standar at: rene Sherman ar 
j;and 5% damages of the net were ‘lanagi 1 ad-| thereafter the agreement was modi- ‘ 
Salaries far below that of other} | J. Flanagan,.of Boys Town, in ad | by-lined in the Times and James 


Felton does a lone job in the News. 
Comedian Doodles 


Chaplin, 
marquee 


the most 
name in the 


important 
drama. has 
played a silent role thus far. sitting 


and others will be to bring them up | thet “piswetaua’ stetitingd sientlasiiios would not be able to do the serious | at the def taint . a 
to the total of the “Little Steel” ex- ings we do. There is much to be T PROFIT 

were not mere chance. Screen itures and “doodling” while the girl 
cept where they have already] accomplished through the theatre 
: *~ |eredits had listed Kathryn Scola and | ‘ : € in the case has been sharing the 

reached that maximum n pay. Darrell Ware as writers f the fil as well as Ciassroom and the 

. arrel are as writers he flim, church.” drama with Jerry Giesler. attorney 


Also reportedly agreeing to gen- 
eral conditions in principle with the 
first aid and nurses union, any in- 
creases in salary to be worked out 
With this local would also bring it 
up to “Little Steel.” but in all cases 
any boosts are subject to WLB ap- 
proval. Not regarded seriously and 


expected to be inserted in the con-| producer of the film, stated that the | 
tract with this union is the demand! idea came from a friend of his, Vir- | 


that the contract specify a member 


based on a story by Elsa Maxwell 
;and Miss Scola. 

Court records show that, at the 
|time of trial, Darryl Zanuck testified 
ithe idea came from Eddie Silver- 
}man, prexy of S&A Film Distribu- 
‘tors in Chicago, where Zanuck was 


| Visiting in 1938. Raymond Griffith, 


|ginia Daley. Zanuck further added 


of the union shall accompany every | that a staff writer had been sent to 


picture producing unit. 


dinarily done now as a matter 


This is or-!|New York to gather background at | 
of |the Barbizon Hotel, exclusively for 


precaution though not a part of the | women. 


old contract. 


Envisaging no difficul- 


y 3 Miss’-20th in Unique 


20th-Fox has closed, though pos- 


for the filn: rights to “Junior Miss,” 


cently dropped negotiations, which 
gives the owners of the legit piece 
| partnership status in the screen ver- 
sion. 


20th and owners of “Miss” are to 


| 
| 


Trans-Lux Corp. net profits for| 
year ended last Dec. 31 were nearly 


| double the total of 1942. being $140,- 


Profit-Sharing Deal 


sibly not yet inked, an unusual deal | 


a play for which Mary Pickford re- | 


| Showed a big increase jn 


| 


| against only 


915 as compared with $71,191 for the 
preceding year. This is equal to 20c 
per share against 10c¢ in 1942. 
Showing was made despite $32.447 
for Federal, state and Canadian 
taxes and a reserve of $57.285 for 
depreciation and amortization. | 
Trans-Lux Movie Ticker Corp., jin 
which T-L holds about 70% interest, 
business, | 
having 915 machines on rental as 
736 in September. 1942. 


| points 


for the defense. Femme fans in the 
courtroom rivet their attention on 
the Barry girl while the male spec- 
tators, consisting largely of young 
lawyers, come to study Giesler’s 
technique, not only in handling legal 
but in outmaneuvering his 
client for vantage points in front of 
the cameras. 


‘ 


Highlights of the first week came 
in close succession during Friday's 
court session. Giesler registered an 
important point through the admis- 
sion of two letters written by Miss 
Barry to Chaplin from Tulsa, Okla., 


ties, John Ward, business manager j Split 50-50 on the profits following | Report noted that Trans-Lux Movies| and signed “Always Yours, Joan.” 
of the first aid union, returned to ‘TWAIN’ SET FOR 200: | deduction of distribution and exploi- Corp. operates seven theatres, all of | At that point the witness collapsed. 
Hollywood Thursday (23), leaving j tation costs plus certain production | W!ch showed 4 profit in 19437) Giesler and Chaplin received a 
further negotiations in the hands of E D TES. charges. Stated that the directorate is seeking legal setback later when Judge 
the IA execs attending current ses- 1-WEEK TEAS R A | Some details on cost charges still | new theatre ventures but that war|J. F. T. O'Connor ruled that Miss 


sions. 

While industry heads have agreed 
to work out a studio-wide group in- 
surance plan, considerable resistance 
is reported against de mands for sick- 


Under one of the most unique 
worked out for a 
Mark 


sales plans ever 


picture, “Adventures of 


| Twain” will be spotted in more than | 


leave, various provisions relating to | 200 key situations the week of May 


holiday work. and demands in con- 
nection with hazardous employment. 
In preparation for discussions con- 


6 at $1.20 top, but only for one week 
; on each date set. 


ss of gross or attendance, 


remain to be ironed out from last ac- 


counts, but proposals in general were 


; reported accepted by both parties. 

! A value to be placed on the 
“Junior Miss” script to the studio was 
among points at issue, with a figure 
f around $500,000 mentioned. This 
sum would not figure in the produc- 
tion cost, but would represent a stake 


conditions 
ties, 


have limited opportuni- 


Theatre Owner’s Trial 
In Aircooling Tragedy 


Memphis, March 28, 


| official 


| Attorney, thet the witness’ 
;}connections with 
; nothing to do with the case. 


Barry's past must be kept out of the 
record. Court sustained th 
objection of Charles H. Carr. U. §&. 
alleged 
other men had 
Among the visiting scribes re pre- 
senting far-off dailics and mags are 
Eddie Doherty, of the Chicago Sun; 


Regardle 
cerning seniority, the producers have | caer tie to Ben Kalmenson, genera] | ®2°Ut equal to that which the studio| “John W. Eaton. own r-manager of GUY Austin, of the London Daily 
peen furnished with seniority pro-|csales manarer for WB. no engage- | Vou have in the film through its! the nabe Peabody, will go to trial] Express; Marcia Winn, of the Chi- 
v isions Which are part of the by-laws | ment for more than one week wu i] be j talent and other production charges. today on second degree murder | 28° Tribune; William P. Gray, of 
of the various IA locals. | permitted, since it is the Warner | 20th is not giving any guaranteed charges resulting from an explosion Time Magazine: Charle Williams. of 
The producer group has yet to go! plan on the picture to bring it back | P2’Ment for “Miss” and, it is under- | at the theatre last Aug. 17 in w hich Newsweek: Florabel Muir. of the 
to bat with James C. Petrillo. Presi- | at some subscauent date for general | stood, no cash is involved at the! Elroy R. Curry mainten: mn man New York News; Fred Othman. svn- 
dent of the American Federation probably ° the outset, with payments to begin fol- was killed. dicate writer, and corres- 
Musicians, over his startling demand | month. | lowing completion of the film. State charges the blast “occurred | bondent. 
The N. Y. opening of the picture Eaton improperly substituted Jury leans to the distaff side, with 
bers of the studio basic accenmneit | be set. pp Or Pe “Voice of the| eg ly em designed exclusively | fans hanging around outside the 
were closed the first eck of the rtle” last ‘week were reported of. | cromen | mostly of femme 
N. Y. meetings, all of which are be- | |fered to major film companies for] 2 
ing held in the offices of Pat Casey Grierson Advisor To ' $3.000.000 on a proposition which 7 Story that has raised most come 
ment on the trial so far. surprising}v 


general studio 
sentative. 


labor contact repre- 


SCHWARTZ RESIGNS $-W 
FOR OWN REALTY BIZ 


Philadelphia. March 28. 
Samuel D. Schwartz 
director of the real estate Depart- 


ment of the Stanlev-Warner circuit, | 


resigned here last week after nine 
years of service to devote his time 


Time’s Press Survey 
Ottawa, March 28. 
John Canada’s 


commissioner, 


Grierson, govern- 


ment film 


one of foreign advisors to 


| financed commission to mull free- 


executive dom of press in U. S. Others are Hu} choy ing 


| Shih, former Chinese ambassador to 
| U. S.; Kurt Riezler, philosophy pro- | 
| fessor at N. Y.’s New School for So- | 
| cial Research, and Jacques Maritain. | 


becomes | 


Time-} 


ould inelude taking over the legit 
proauction as well. No takers. 


20th-Fox Interested In 
‘Be Good, Sweet Maid’ 


All majors and two or. three inde- 
pendent producers. are reported 
interest in new novel, “Be 
Good, Sweet Maid,” by Margery 
Sharp, British novelist, which is be- 
ing offered for $125,000. 

Understood that 20th-Fox is in- 


Neill’s Sherlock ‘Pearl’ 


came out of Reuters last Friday (24). 


Chiefly for consumption in England, 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Roy William Neill will function as 
producer tor on Universal's | 
next Sherlock Holmes mystery. 
“The Pearl of Death,” built on Conan 
Doyle's old yarn, “The Five Napo- 
leons,” starting April 10. 

Evelyn Ankers draws the femme 
lead, with Basil Rathbone and Nigel | 
Bruce as co-stars, 


1d direc 


i“throw the 


it was written by Lucien A. Sauvage, 
the agency's top man in Hollywood. 

Sauvage points out that the only 
thing Chaplin lacks is a press, espe- 
cially a local press. Contending that 
localites are betting 10 to 1. that 
Chaplin’s “done her wrong and the 
jury will say so,” he predicts that at 
least one member of the jury will 
whole thing out the 
window and send him home, robbed 


to his real estate business. 


Grierson and confreres will work} terested in the book as a likely ve- 
Schwartz, a former chairman of | ) 


| Of his honor perhaps, but free and 
With men like Beardsley Ruml andjhicle for Jennifer Jones. 


| maybe a wiser man.” 


METRO'S BELLAMAN BUY 


the State Board of Motion Picture | Archibald MacLeish to mull such} one more commitment for 20th sub- 


otior shite a Metro has bought an unpublished | “There just ain't no case against 
‘ors, Was one Of the prime movy- | topics as newspaper chains in com-| ject to approval of-yarn by David O.;| novclette. “Red Shoes Run Faster.” |! the comedian except for a few * 

ers in the drivé in 1935 to kill the | munities where the owners have no! Selznick. Selznick is also reported | by Henry Bellaman, (“King’s Row,” | superfluous love scenes that will Fi 

Sunday blue laws. During the past | relationships; power of press: eva-) interested in the piece. among | “Victoria Grandolet”). Price was not | never be screened,” Sauvage con- : 

chairman of the film sion of such topics as anti-Semitism: others. ‘disclosed but it is understood very | cludes, billing Chaplin's 

War Chest "sak tale cian use of reports on workings of sci-| “Be Good,” published in England | high for a novelette. jlawyer, as the best lawyer that 


ence, labor, what news events ov under title of “Cluny Brown,” is to “Rec Shoes” is slated for magazine money can buy and adding that 
x0 on television; pressure groups,| run in the Ladies Home Journal as | publication, probably the American, | Chaplin is geiting a fair trial. but the 
ete. )@ serial, Little, Brown is publishing. | shortly, | “whole thing will come to naught.” 


drive. He was also active in the 
War loan and Red Cross campaigns. 


. 


| 
bandleader in “Out of This World,” | 
ce tarring wit Eddie Bracken. | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
> 
| 
| 
| 
> 
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ALL M-G-M CUSTOMERS 
THE UNITED STATES: 


Because you booked and played our America 

Speaks subjects, and supported us so generously with 

your playing time, we have issued to the AMERICAN 

a RED CROSS checks allocated to the individual 

| exchanges in proportion to the showings obtained by 
: each exchange in the total amount of $75,812.18. 


. This sum becomes the joint contribution of you 
> and Loew’s, Inc., and represents the proceeds of these 
a America Speaks subjects produced by us at actual 
cost without overheadand distributed by us without 
cost, and exhibited by you. 


Only your complete cooperation and full sup- 
port of our undertaking has made this contribution. 
possible. We shall add to it our own donation of 


$80,000., or a total of $155,812.18. 


t Thank you for your generous support in this 
endeavor and for the cooperation you have so many 


times given us. 
LOEW’S, INCORPORATED 


Nicholas M. Schenck, President 


a 
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Higher B’way Scales Under New Tax 


Cagney’s New Starrer 


Hollywood, March 28. 
starrer for James Cagney 
returns from his current 


First 
when he 


Also Means § 


In working out new 
scales for Broadway first-run sh 
tres and with only a couple excep- 
round figures, | 
reached on a| 


arriving at 

agreement has been 
uniform cut-rate scale for service- | 
men effective Saturday (1) when 
the new tax of lc. for each 5‘. or 
major fraction thereof goes into e!f- 
fect. Because of a rise in cost for 


tions 


the general public, with the tax be- | Brooklyn.” 


ing passed on to the customers 
rather than absorbed by the 
tres, which is expected to be the 


general policy throughout the coun- 
try, the men and women of 


little more. In some parts of the 
country and among certain circuits 


admission 


Production reaches the year’s} 
highest speed at 20th-Fox next 
'month, with six starters added to 
the five now in work. 

Newies are “A Tree Grows in 

“Something for the 
Boys.” “Thunderhead — Son _ of 


thea- | Flicka.” “Good Neighbors” and “Rip 


armed forces will also be ee MICH. ALLIED SELLS 


| viewpoint, 


and individual operators there is 
no cut-rating for those in the serv- 
ice. 

Originally the N. Y. price for | 
members of the armed forces was 
28c. at all times. regardless of any } 
established scale higher than that | 
figure. A few months wyzo, due to} 


a shortage in pennies, the price was 
jumped to 30c. 

While the Music Hall. N. Y.. has 
never had a soldier price. preferring 
to give away an average of 
free tickets weekly instead, for 
downtown first-runs effective 
Saturday (1). in the face of upped 
scales, servicemen and 
women will pay 35c. where the ad- 
mission goes up to 90c. 
tickets scaled at over 90c. 
soldier this will be 29c. admission 
to the theatre. plus tax of 6¢.; and 
42c. in the higher bracket to the 
theatre and 8c. tax. 


Although price schedules are sub- | 


| 


5.000 | 
the | 


service- | 


iffer Soldier Price 


warfare in 


20th Full Speed Ahead 


Hollywood, March 28. 


Goes to War.” 


PATRONS ON NEW TAX 


Detroit, March 28. 
Michigan's Allied Theatres, repre- 
senting most small town theaires’ 
have launched a_pro- 


| gram in the press to advise. the pub- 


lic of the new tax hike. Organiza- 


tion is convinced that the tax can- | 


not be absorbed by the industry but 
must be passed along to the patrons 
Hence, newspaper ads, trailors and 
special cards are being used to tip 
the public on the boost besides sect- 
ting up schedules of the new admis- 


sions, 


Pointing out that it was believed | 


the government's intent that the 
public receive the tax, Fred E. Pen- 


and 50c. for | nell. business manager of Allied, de- 
To the | clared: “The war is going to pile up 


bills as it continues which may bring 
on more taxes. Any exhibitor who 
thinks he can absorb the taxes and 
stay in business is just kidding him- 
self. We believe, too. that this added 


ject to juggling and experimenta- | tax will hit hard in small towns and 


tion, minimum opening prices 
Broadway will be 50c. and 6Uc. with 
only a couple exceptions. Houses 
that formeriy were 44c. are jumping 
to 50c.. while those thet opened at 


on | neighborhoods where customers can- 


not afford-to pay more for their en- 
tertainment. 

“While war wages have gone up, 
there are many districts and small 


55c. are hopping to 60c. Only Broad- | towns where wages have not and the 


have 
are 


will 
scale 


spots that 
odd-cent 


way 
single 


Rialto, under present plans. 
Musie Hall and Roxy 
Hall will open at 60c. weekdays, 
going to a top of $1.10, while for 
Saturdays the range will be 70-$1.25 
and the Sunday scale 95c. to $1.25. 
Roxy will also open at 60c. week- 


days, scaling to $1.20, while on Sat- | 
80c. | 
to $1.40 and on Sundays from $1.10 | loaned him to Samuel Goldwyn for | 


urdays price will extend from 


to $1.40. 


| 
Also at a 60c. minimum, including 


tax, the Broadway Capitol will get 
a top of $1.20 weekdays, remain at 
60c. opening on Saturdays, but 80c 
on Sundays, on both weekend days 
scaling to $1.20. Strand range is the 
same as the Capitol for weekdays 
but on Saturaays will 
with a 65-$1.40 schedule and on Sun- 
days $1 to $1.40. This same range 
or near to it will also probably 
figure for the Paramount, although 
this house has ordered tickets in 
many different price groups with a 
view to feeling its way at the be- 
Rinning to see how things work out. 


It has ordered tickets up to $1.60 
per, including tax. 
Criterion, straight filmer, will get 


from 60c. to $1.25 weekdays and 60c. 
to $1.25 Saturdays-Sundavys, same as 
will probably apply for the Astor. 
while the Globe is planning on a 50c. 
e6pening price and either $1.10 or 
$1.20 at night weekdays and prob- 
ably 60c. to at least $1.20 on Satur- 
oays-Sundays, much being depend- 
ent, as with some other theatres, on 
the pictures and the tide of the 
trade. The Rivoli, currently with 
“Bernadette” at advanced scales of 


Loew’s | 
second-run State and the bandbox | future 


| 
| 


even ajpeople are struggling against other 
We hope that in the | 


increased costs. 
taxes will not be 
where they hit against the poor 
man’s form of recreation—the films.” 


20th Inks Humberstone; 


experiment 


Lends Him to Goldwyn 


Hoilywood, March 28. 
20th-Fox signed H. Bruce Humber- 
stone to a new director contract and 


musical starring Danny Kaye. 
Recently Humberstone’ directed 
|**Pin-Up Girl’ at 20th-Fox. 


H’wood or Coney? 
Los Angeles, March 28. 
By a vote of 3 to 2, the Police 
Commission issued a permit to Paul 
to continue operating his 
}penny arcade On Hollywood boule- 
vard. Hollywood Chamber of Com- 
merce wanted the arcade removed 
on the theory that it made the cele- 
brated thoroughfare look tso 
like Coney Island. 
An appeal will be 
city council. 


made to the 


levied | 


tour of overseas entertainment will be 


the Southwest 
1870s. 

Story, written by Charles Marquis 
Warren, was bought last week by 
William Cagney, chief of Cagney 
Productions. 


Unions Ask ‘Oscar’ 


Ballot Extension 


Hollywod, March 28. 


| Expansion of Oscar voting eligibil- 


\ being pressured by various 
studio unions on the theory that 
they are as important in picture pro- 
duction as some of the groups now 
entitled to ballet for Academy 
awards. Workers hankering for the 
vote include second cameramen, who 
actually operate the cameras, gaffers, 
juicers and others. 

Changes in the ballot roster would 
have to be approved by the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 
and the unions are exerting pressure 
in that direction. 


-RKO-Par Tiff in Mpls. 


Over ‘Tender Comrade 


Minneapolis, March 28. 

The Paramount circuit here and 
RKO are squabbling for a second 
/time because of the chain's alleged 
refusal to give the distributor good 
enough playing time for its product. 
Particular picture which brought 
matters to a head this time is “Ten- 
der Comrade.” Taking drastic action 


ity is 


releases from circuit house. 
L. E. Goldhammer, RKO 
manager, reiterated a 


district 


| ceive a fair deal from Par. The alle- 
| refusal to spot “Tender Comrade” in 
| Radio City or for a minimum of two 
weeks in the State here. 
been pencilled into the Orpheum, 
Mort H. Singer house pooled with 


|the Paramount theatres, where most | 


RKO pictures play. 
Singer himself h 


office, which has Goldhammer’s rec- 
ommendation under advisement and 
which is understood to back up his 
demand for “better playing time” for 
the product generally. 


Millakowsky’s Cleff-Killer 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Millakowsky’s first job 
new associate producer 


Herman 
under his 


contract with Republic will be a 
'tuneful mystery, “Murder With 
| Music.” 

Filming starts in May, from a 


screenplay by Frederick Jackson. 


Problems in Gove 


That the picture business is one 
that cannot be administered accord- 


relies in all its branches upon the in- 


75e. matinee and $1.65 evening, is | genuity of the individual, was voiced 
planning on changing the range to|by William F. Rodgers, v.p. of Loew's | the reason Metro is dropping to five 


85c and $1.70. Among other thimgs, 
under the new tax schedule it is im- 


(Metro) over 


| Monday (27) to members of: the 


Rodgers Sees Solution Trade 
rnment Strait jacket 


|ardize the source of supply of pic- | 


ing to a mechanical formula, since it | 


sales, at a luncheon! 


tures which exhibitors are dependent 

upon. 

Smaller Blocks 

Recognizing that exhibitors are in 
need of product, Rodgers stated that 


| the groups of 10 and 12 which have 


in the | 


| and Bubbles did their stuff. and they're still tops. 


in the fight, RKO has yanked all its | 
| days of Sinatra. 


previous | swell, 
| charge that his product does not re- | at the Palace when he first played it. You can’t help loving that guy. 


| Then came introductions of people I could see in the audience. If I 
missed anyone it was a case of bad glims, not of the heart, because I 
would have liked to mention every one of them. They were all important, 
}important to vaudeville, the opening acts, the number twos, the closing 
acts—they were the backbone of vaudeville. They were all out there. I 
thumbed memory’s pages with my eyes, and introduced those I could see. 
| Some of them were: 


Lillian Shaw, Gertrude Hoffman, Ruby Norton, Rae Samuels. 
Wallace Hopper, Kitty Gordon, Madeline Cameron. 


gation this time followed the chain’s | 


Film had | 


ad_ insisted that | Russell, Edna 
picture should be booked into his | Morrisey, Bob Hall, Bill Gaxton, Sim Collins (Collins & Hart), Carl Fran- 
Orpheum, lining himself up with cis, Fred Hillebrand and Vera Michelina, Willie Solar, Ida May Chadwick, 
John J. Fried}. Paramount circuit | Billy Gould and Valeska Suratt, Lillian Fitzgerald, Joe Browning, Karl 
president. The dispute has been re- | Norman, Kitty Gordon, Janet of France, Olga Petrova, the Havel brothers, 
ferred to the RKO New York home’! Bill Holbrook and Harriet Hoctor, J. C. Nugent, Smith & Dale, the Tem- 


pictures in its next block, as against | 


Joe Writes a Letter to Lefty 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


New York. 


Dear Lefty and Aggie: 


You've been writing me so much that was going on in Coolacres, that I 
thought I'd give you the switch and tell you what's going on in N. 7 
And brother, there was plenty going on in New York at midnight Monday. 
March 27, 1944. The occasion was the preview of Universal's show biz 
picture, “Follow the Boys.’ And the place was the oid Palace theatre at 
Broadway and 47th street. 

I know you and Aggie would have given your wooden shoes and Gus 
Sun contracts (I mean the ones with the top dough) to have been there 
and meet the old mob. There were more kisses, hugs and tears exchanged 
there than at a sweepstake winner's celebration. All the bluebloods of 
vaudeville were there, including our old pal, Eddie Darling, who booked 
us all at the Palace. Everybody was announced in the lobby as he came 
in, over a loudspeaker, a la Hollywood, and with plenty sincerity, because 
this wasn’t just a regular preview. It was more than that. It was a case 
of Father Time trotting out his children of vaudeville and showing the 
world how well he has taken care of them. These weren't ordinary celebs, 
they were artists whom vaudeville fans still hold green in their memories, 

The overture was conducted by our old pal, Benny Roberts. and his 
gang of 802’s. All of ‘em have played many a vaudeville introduction. 

Then I went out and introduced Benny Roberts, the guy who played 
many a Palace show. And the fellow in the orchestra who played the bass 


| fiddle was one of the Musical Cuttys, a great musician and a grand guy, 


They both got a great ovation. Then Benny played “I Don't Care” for a 
typical vaudeville opening. I told the folks that I got a telegram from 
Eva Tanguay—one of the backbones of vaudeville—telling us that she 
was getting along swell. Then Irving Fisher, who sang with the immortal 
Nora Bayes for many seasons. He sang “Silver Lining.” After him came 
the great Joe Howard, singing “I Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now’—and 
was he a hit! Then Fritzi Scheff, singing Victor Herbert's and her im- 
mortal “Kiss Me Again.” She looked and sang better than ever. Buck 
Leo Carrillo told the 
same story he told years ago at the Palace—and who could resist his per- 
sonality! He was a terrifie hit. J. C. Nugent-did better than he ever did 
at the Palace. Then Ella Shields, from the audience, sang her great “Bur- 
lington Bertie.” Ethel Levey said a few words. Then came Sophie Tucker 
—what a wow! A great gal whom everybody loves. Ted Lewis followed, 
and even with a soft hat he was terrific, 
Intro Fred Stone 


I introduced Fred Stone as a guy who never played the Palace. And 
he never did, because in the heyday of the Palace he was a great star on 
Broadway and didn’t'need any routes. He was a riot. And I noticed the 
youngsters applauded more than anybody, which is a great tribute in these 
Then the oldest two-man act in show business, and maybe 
the greatest—Smith and Dale. A wow. Then came George Raft, who was 
Did his Charleston, the same Charleston he did with Ben Bernie 


Mabel 
Bill 


| pleton Bros., Joe Verdi (Clark & Verdi), Block & Sully, Riggs & Witchie, 
| Stevens & Hollister. Tony DeMarco, Eddie Miller, Donald and Carson, 
| Harry Delf, Kelly and Pollack, Sid Gary, Herman Timberg. Sam Mann, 
| Wellington Cross, Dave Ferguson, Sadie Burt, J. C. Flinpen, Joe Fields, 
Milton Berle, Dan Healy, Mitzi Hajos, Fritzi Scheff, Jay Brennan, Billy 
Glason, Harry Green, Gertrude Vanderbilt, Jeanette Hackett, John Steel, 
| Charlie Mosconi, Senator Ford, Adelaide, Eunice Burnham and Sydney 
| Grant. Harry Herschfield, Lulu McConnell, Al Fields, George Sheldon, 
Johnny Birch, Fred I. Lewis, Jack Pearl, Mrs. Jim Thornton, Yvette Rugel, 
| Gitz Rice, Joe Howard, Irving Fisher, Juliet, Ella Shields, Aileen Stanley, 
wer Sisters, Dixie Hamilton, Florrie LaVere, Lou Handman, Buck and 


Bubbles. W. C. Handy. Molly Picon, Ethel Levey, Katie Rooney. J. Rosa- 
| mond Johnson and—well, remember there’s a paper shortage. 
about 100 more. This will just give you an idea. 

Then came the picture, “Follow the Boys.” Well, Lefty, it’s a picture 
of showfolks. It takes you from the closing of the old Palace to three-a- 
dayers, burlesque and, finally, Hollywood. (See Film Reviews.) 

Feed Followed 


The picture was followed by a swell feed and an impromptu entertain- 
ment that lasted into the sunlight. The impromptu entertainment con- 
sisted of Yvette Rugel, Ethel Waters, Gitz Rice, Lou Handman and Florrie 
LaVere, Dixie Hamilton. Lillian Fitzgerald, Peter Donald, Sr., Rose Perfect, 
Duncan Sisters, Jim Mooney, Bill McKenna (the writer of “Has Anyone 
Here Seen Kelly?”), and so many more that I can’t remember. 

Universal gave me a grand for setting up the affair, and I had it divided 
among all the theatre guilds and the Actors Fund. It was great to reflirn 
the Palace to its former eminence—even for only one night. 


Proud of its achievements in the development of young talent, Warner 
| Bros. has prepared a special booklet on 23 new faces now under contract 


There were 


possible to arrive at a 75c. and $1.65|tradepress when asked about his | formerly prevailed, is because no| to the company. “They are under contract because they are young people 


price. 


The State, retaining its kid price : decree. 

| Noting that the decree is a Very 
| 


ef 30c all tmies, being only other 
downtown N. Y. house with a chil- 
cren's scale, will open at 43c. week- 
days. including tax, going to a top 
of 85c., while for Saturday it will 
extend from 43c. to $1.10 and on 
Sunday from 55c. to $1.10. Little 
Rialto will be the least expensive 
of the first-runs. It will open at 
35c. weckdays, same as now, 
scale to $1 or more, including Sat- 
urdays and Sundays. It also has a 
74c. price scheduled but will prob- 
ably not use this very often. 
According to A. C, Seebeck, v.p. of 
the Globe Ticket Co., inability to fll 
all printing demands immediately 
will mean that theatres will have to 
use old tickets on hand and stamp 
the Government tax on them. The 
Treasury Dept. will permit this due 


to the emergency. he adds. 


delicate subject but that 


} someone would ask him about it, he 


| 


and); ply ourselves to it as before.” 


prepared a special statement on his} 


personal views, rather than those of 
Metro, and added that he hadn't 
closely studied decree proposals but 
that “I don't care what they do as 
long as it’s practical and we will ap- 


Rodgers suggested that interested 
parties again confer with each other 
instead of looking to the Government 
for a cure-all to solve all industry 
problems. He pointed out that when 
a producer knows he is to be re- 
stricted in the method of marketing 
his preduct there is bound to be hesi- 
tancy in speculatien. Rodgers said 
that distributors exhibitors 
would likewise be hampered, and 


he knew! 


Riv will charge 60c for kids. | Opinions concerning @ new consent! more than this number could be 


| lradeshown by the end of April. He 


added that this did not mean a dyed- | 


in-the-wool plan to reduce its blocks. 
| Although there seemed to be some 
suspicion that 


from the cancellations 


elimination of one where a justifiable 
| ground for it existed. If Metro was 
| to wait for grouping of 10 or 12 pic- 
tures, it couldn't 
block until June or July, he added. 
In addition to the five pictures go- 
ing into the new package, Rodgers 
discussed three, representing a tre- 
mendous investment, which had to 
be handled individually rather than 
as part of a group. These are 
“White Cliffs of Dover,’ “Dragon 
Seed” and “America.” He called the 


that stringent regulation would jeop- 


(Continued on page 21) 


start selling 


of exceotional talent and ability,” Jack L. Warner, v.p. and exec producer 
states. “By appearance, past performance and background of preliminary 
training, they have demonstrated their respective potentialities for acting 
prominence on the screen. It is my instruction that they be given every 
opportunity at the studio to develop into strong boxoffice personalities. 


Metro was going to| They are receiving further dramatic instruction, voice training, everything 
five pictures this spring to get away | that could possibly help them on their way. Some have already had im- 
it has been! portant featured and leading parts in which they have acquitted them- 
giving all along, Rodgers declared he | s¢lves as was expected. 
had notified the exchange to permit | 


Parts for the others are awaiting them.” 


Production exec exited from a major lot and helped himself to a bigger 
and better task on a rival lot, causing much flurry in the front office, 
which wanted to know “how a guy like that could do a thing like that to 
us.” Legal department was ordered to inspect this guy’s contract and take 
the necessary steps to hale him to court. Statistical scouts wound up 
with the information that the exec didn’t have a contract. Now the studio 
is inspecting its manpower list with a microscope, 


Charlie Einfeld’s engagement of James Allen, former OWI domestic 
branch exec, as a publicity aide, gives Warner Bros. a strong link with 
U. S. agencies with which Allen, by nature of his past Governmental! con- 
nections, was familiar. Incidentally, Joe Hazen, WB attorney and vp. 
out of the New York office, formerly used to concentrate on this phase, 


among his other D. C. duties for Warners. 


Only the Vali: a tale of Apache 
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ROBERT WALKER 
As “PRIVATE HARGROVE” 
and DONNA REED 
ROBERT BENCHLEY > 
RAY COLLINS + CHILL WILLS © Screen Play by Harry Kurnitz 


Based Upon the Book by Marion Hargrove « Directed by WESEY 
RUGGLES + Produced by GEORGE HAIGHT » An M-G-M Picture 
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‘Heavenly’ High $60,000 in 4 L. A. 


Spots; Miracle’ T 
Block’ Big 386 in 


3, Passage 296, 2d 


Los Angeles, March 28. 

Three new bills moved into first- 
runs here in current week, all prov- 
ing real coin-getters. “Heavenly 
Body,’ spotted in four houses, . 1s 
starry $60,000, while “Miracle of 
Morgan's Creek” is comparatively | 
much stronger with rousing $39,500 | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


in two Paramount theatres. “Chip; 
Off the Old Block,” new Donald | 
O'Connor starrer, too, is outstand- | 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $547,000 
(Based on 15 theatres) 
Tetal Gross Same Week 
$447,800 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


ing with smash $38,000 in three spots. 


Both “Up in Arms” and “Passage 
to Marseille” are displaying strength 
for long runs. “Arms” should add | 
a stout $25,000 in its fourth week in | 
two houses, while “Passage” remains | 
torrid with $29,000 or better in three 
theatres for third frame. Moveover 
week for “Guy Named Joe” looks 
strong $22.560 in two spots after rec- 
ord first session in four houses. | 

Estimates tor This Week | 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 45- 
90)—"‘Heavenly Body” (M-G) and 
“Cross Lorraine’ (M-G). Good $7,- 
5¢00. Last week “Guy Named Joe” 
(M-G), big $10,000. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 45- 
90'—“‘Heavenly Body” (M-G) and) 
“Cross Lorraine’ (M-G). Strong $14.- | 
000. Last week “Guy Named Joe” | 
(M-G), great $17,700. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 45-90)— 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB) (3d wk). | 
Nice $13,000. Last week strong $19,- | 
100. 

Egyptian (F-WC) 
“Chip Off Old Block” (U) and “Cow- | 
Solid $9,009. | 


| 
| 


| 
(1,535; 45-90)— | 


boy Canteen” (Col). 
Last - week “Lodger” (20th) and} 
“Calling Dr. Death” (U) (2d wk), ! 


nifty $6.800. 
Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 85-$1.10) | 


—‘“Bernadette” (20th) (7th wk). 
Steady $3,500. Last week good 
$3.800. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 40-85)—_ 


“Women Bondage” (Mono) and “Hot 
Rhythm” (Mono) (4th wk). Nice 
$3,500. Last week neat $4,300. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 45-90)— | 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB) (3d wk). | 
Okay $8,500. Last week excellent, 
$12,200. 
Los Angeles (D’'town-WC) (2,200; | 
45-90)—“Chip Old Block” (U) and | 
“Cowboy Canteen” (Col). Big $22,- | 
000. Last week “Lodger” (20th) and | 
“Calling Dr. Death” (U) (2d wk), | 


stout $14,600. | 


Orpheum (D’town) (2,200: 45-85) | 
—‘“Return Vampire” (Col) and 
“Crime Dr.’s Strangest Case” (Col) 


(both 2d run), with Benny Rubin, 
Johnnie Johnston, Nora Martin, on 
stage. Slow $17,000. Last week,! 
“Saint Meets Tiger’ (Rep), with 
Andy Kirk orch, Dorothy Donegan, | 
Golden Gate Quartet on stage,\sweet | 


$23,200. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 45-90)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Nine! 


Girls” (Col) (4th wk). Sturdy §13,-! 
000. Last week, big $18,000. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,389; 45-90 )— | 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creek’ (Par) and | 
“Minesweeper” (Par). Great $25,000. 
Last week, “Lady in Dark” (Par) 
(6th wk), finaled record-breaking | 
run with grand $14,000. 

Paramount (F&M) (1-! 
451; 45-90) “Miracle 
Creek” (Par). Hefty $14,500. Last | 
week, “Lady in Dark” (Par) (6th 
wk), great $9,300. | 

RKO Hilistreet (RKO) (2.890; 45-) 
80) — “Up in Arms” (RKO) and 
“Nine Girls” (Col) (4th wk). Fine 
$12,000. Last week, fancy $21,000. 

Ritz (F-WC) (1,372; 45-90)—“Chip | 
Old Block” (U) and “Cowboy Can- | 
teen” (Col). Dandy $7,000 or near. | 
Last week, “Lodger” (20th) and! 
“Calling Dr. Death” (U) (2d wk). 
nice $5,600. 

State (Loew’s-WC) (2,204: 45-90) | 
—‘Heavenly Body” (M-G) and| 
“Cross of Lorraine” (M-G). Big} 
Last week, “Guy Named! 

oe” ‘(M-G), smashed all records | 
here at tremendous $35,500. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2.100: 
45-90) —“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). 
Strong $11,500. Last week, “Berna- | 
dette” (20th) (13th wk-5 days), fin-! 
ished long at good $6,500 in five days. 

Uptown (F-WC) (1,715; 45-90)—| 
“Heavenly Body” (M-G) and “Cross } 
Lorraine” (M-G). Solid $9.500. Last | 
week, “Guy Named Joe” (M-G), ter- | 
rific $12,600» 

Wilshire (F-WC) 
“Guy Named Joe” 
$11,000. Last week, 
(20th), light $4,800. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,500; 45-90)-- 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB) (3d wk). 
ga $7,500. Last week, swell $11,- 


(2,296: 45-90)—| 
(M-G). Great | 
“Purple Heart” 

} 


Col.’s Femme Medic Yarn 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Columbia took “First Woman Doc- | 
tor” off the shelf after two years 
and returned it to the active produc- 
tion schedule. 

Picture, based on the life of Dr. | 
Elizabeth Blackwell, will be pro- | 
duced by Charles Vidor, from a/|§ 
script by T. J. Wolfson. 


second stanza after 


| “Cover 
| with holdover probable. Last week, 


' paratively 


| wk), wow $9,000. 
—“Rationing” 


| Eyre” (20th) and “Hat Check Honey” 


156 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis. March 28. | 

Light fare is helping biz this week. 
Both “Cover Girl.” at Loew’s, and | 
“Miracle of Morgan's Creek,” at the | 


‘Indiana, are headed for big dough | py ye" 


and extended running time. “Berna- | 
dette” is fair in a second week at | 
Circle. | 
Estimates for This Week 

Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2.800; 75-1.10) 
—Bernadette” (20th). Fair $10.000 
mild $19,000 

opener. 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.300; 30-50) 
—*“Miracle Morgan's Creek” 
Building to sock $15.000. Last week, 
“Purple Heart” (20th) and “My Best 
Gal” (Rep), oke $12.300. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1.200: 30-55)— 
“Women in War” (Rep) and vaude. 
Fine $6500 in four-day run. Last 
week, “Going Spanish” (Indie) and 
vaude), same time, $5.500. 

Leew’s (Loew) (2.450: 30-50)— 
Girl” (Col). Great $15,000, 


“Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA) and 
“Yanks Ahoy” (UA). tepid $10.500. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1.600; 30-50)— 
“Purple Heart” (20th) and “Best 
Gal” (Rep). Average $4500 on 
moveover. Last week. sturdy $7,900 
for “Friseo Kid” (WB) (reissue) and 
“Coastal Command” (WB). 


Long Boosts Uninvited’ 
256, Buff.; ‘Miracle’ 176, 
‘Gung’ 1556, Both Wow 


Buffalo. March 28. 

Business at deluxers is in full 
stride this session, with Buffalo out 
in front, having Johnny Long’s band 
to boost “Uninvited” to strong figure. 
“Miracle of Morgan's Creek” at 
Great Lakes looks standout among 
straight filmers with “Gung Ho” not 


t«UA). fairly good $9,000. 


(Par ). 


far behind at the smaller Lafayette. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3.500: 
“Uninvited” (Par) and Johnny Long 
orch on stage. Smash $25.000. Last 
week, “Passages Merseille” (WB), 
terrific $21,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3.500; 35-65) 
—‘“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par). 
Grand $17.000. Last week (75-$1.10) 
“Song of Bernadette” (20th) (3d 
wk), still strong on fina] session for 
remarkable $18,700. 

Hipp (Shea) (2.100: 35-65)—“Pas- 
sage Marseille” (WB) (2d wk). 
Moveover from Buffalo. Sturdy $10.,- 


| 000. Last week, “Purple Heart” 
(20th) (2d wk), displayed fine 
stamina on holdover session to grab 
$9,000. 
Lafayetie (Basil) (3.300: 35-65)— 


“Gung Ho” (U) and “Always Brides- 
maid” (WU). Nifty $15.500. Last 
week, “Hey Rookie” (Col) and “Nine 
Girls” (Col), fancy $14,000. 

20th Century (Ind) ‘3.000: 35-65) 
—‘Action Arabia” (RKO) and 
“Career Girl” (PRC). Bright $11,000 
or near. Last week. “Woman of 
Town” (UA) and “Casanova Bur- 
lesque” (Col), satisfactory $9,000 


| 
35-65 )— | tions. 


but not big. 


‘Old Block’ Nice $12,000, 


Cover Girl’ 166, Prov. 


Providence, March 28. 

“The Sullivans” and ‘Cover Gir]” 
are’ bangup holdovers at Majestic 
and Strand this week. RKO Albee’s 
“Chip Off the Old Block” is com- 
bigger than State’s 
“Knickerbocker Holiday.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 30-50)—"Chip 
Off Old Block” (U) and “Escape to 
Danger” (RKO). Nice $12.000. Last 
week, “Tender Comrade’ (RKO) 
and “Rookies Burma’ ‘RKO) (3d 


Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1.400; 30-50) 
(M-G) (2d run). 
Healthy $4,000. Last week, “Jane 
(U) (2d run), good $3,500. 

Fay’s (Fay) (2,000: 30-50)—“Un- 
censored” (GB) and Roy Rogers 
heading vaude. Holding up to good 


(Continued on page 26) 


‘COVER GIRL’ FANCY 
$22,000 IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, March 28. 

“Cover Girl” is the smash current- 
ly, packing the big Radio City. “Jane 
Eyre,” at State, is next to the leader, 
with “Purple Heart,” at the larger 
Orpheum, a bit laggard. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 20-30)— 
“Minesweeper” (Par) and “Moonlight 
Vermont” (U). For five days, satis- 
factory $2.400. Last week, “Career 
Girl” (PRC) and “Isle Forgotten Sin” 
(PRC). good $2,800 in six days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 40-55 )—‘‘Las- 
sie Come Home” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Moved here from Radio City. Good 
$6.500. Last week, “Lady in Dark” 
(Par) (2d wk), fine $7,800 on top of 
whopper $22,500 in first nine days at 
Radio City. 


Gepher (PS) (1,000; 35) — “Jack 
Lonéeon” (UA). Looks mild $3.500. 


Last week. “Woman of Town” (UA), 
light $3,000. 

Lyric (P-S) (1,100: 40-55)—“Lady 
in Dark” (Par) (3d wk). Third 
downtown stand, here from Radio 
City and Century. Good $6,000. Last 


week, “Miracle Morgan’s Creek” 

(Par) (4th wk). dandy $4,500. 
Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 40-55)-— 

“Purple Heart” (20th). Highly 


praised, but only good $10,000 looms. 
Last week, “Johnny Come Lately 


(P-S) (2,300; 40-55)—“Jane 
(20th). Giant $13,000. Last 
week, “Desert Song” (WB) (2d wk), 


State 


excellent $8,000. 
Radie City ‘(P-S) (4,000: 40-55)— 
“Cover Girl’ (Col). Nothing but 


raves for this one, and the customers 
are flocking in. Terrific $22,000 or 
over. Last week, “Lassie Come 
Home” (M-G), very big $20.500. 
Uptown (Par) (1.100; 30-40)—“Des- 
tination Tokyo” (WB). First nabe 
showing. Nice $3,200. Last week, 
“No Time Love” (Par), good $3,000. 
World (Par-Steffes) (350: 40-75)— 
“Johnny Come Lately” (UA) (2d 
wk). Mild $2,000. Last week, “3 
Russian Girls’ (UA), modest $2,200. 


‘Cover Girl’ Smooth 
$16,000, Tops in K. C.; 
‘Phantom Lady’ 1236 


Kansas City, March 28. 

A quick warmup after threatened 
weekend snow hypoed grosses at 
downtown deluxers. “Cover Girl,” 
single-billed at the Midland, appears 
to be the outstanding newcomer. 
“Phantom Lady,” day-and-date at 
the Esquire, Uptown and Fairway, 
opened briskly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire, Uptown and Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2,043 and 700; 
40-60 )—““Phantom Lady” (U). Lively 
$12,500. Last week, “Purple Heart” 
(20th), $14,000, slightly above hopes. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 35-55)— 
“Cover Giri” (Col). Socko $16,000. 
Last week, “Bridge San Luis Rey” 
(UA) and “Klondie Kate” (Col), 
bright $14,500, but under expecta- 


Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 40- 
60)—“‘Desert Song” (WB) (2d wk). 
Smooth $10,000 following excellent 
$15.000 initial session. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 40-60)— 
“In Our Time” (WB) and “Frisco 
Kid” (WB) (reissue). Smart §$11,- 
500. Last week, “Tender Comrade” 
(RKO) and “Rookies Burma” (RKO) 
(3 wk), nice $8,000. 

Tewer (Fox-Joffee) (2,100: 35-50) 
—“My Best Gal” (Rep) and “Hi, 
Good Lookin’” (U) with vaude. 
Average $9,000. Last week, “Casa- 
nova Burlesque” (Rep) and “Sultan’s 
Daughter” (Mono) plus stage show, | 
ditto. | 


Cover Girl Huge $17,500 in vile. 


Darling -Vaude 146, ‘Army’ 66, Good 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Tetal Gross 
(Based on 21 cities, 171 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Tetal Gross Same Week 
Last Year 
(Based on 25 cities, 175 theatres) 


$17,000, Seattle 


Seattle, March 28. 

“Jane Eyre,’ day-date at Fifth 
Ave. and Music Hall, has the biggest 
total but “Fighting Seabees” is really 
outstanding with smash total 
Orpheum. Best holdover is “Miracle 
of Morgan's Creek” at Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 40-75)—"‘No Time Love” (Par). 
(5th wk). Good $5,500 in eight days. 
Last week, swell $5.800. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349; 40-75) 
—‘Jane Eyre” (20th). Day-date with 
Music Hall. Great $13,500. Last 
week, “Purple Heart” (20th) (8 
days), $14,000, great. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 40-65)— 
“Jack London” (UA) (2d wk). Stout 
$7,500. Last week, grand $10.200. 

Musie Box (H-E) (850; 40-75)— 
“Purple Heart” (20th) (2d wk). 
From Fifth Ave. Good $5,000. Last 
week, “Cry Havoc” (M-G) (2d wk), 
fair $5,300 in eight days. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 40-75)— 
“Jane Eyre” (20th). Fair $7.000 or 
near. Last week, “Chip Off Old 
Block” (U) and “Hatcheck Honey” 
(U) (2d wk), great $6,500. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 40-75)— 
“Fighting Seabees” (Rep). Big cam- 
paign helping to sock $17,000. Last 
week, “In Our Time” (WB) big $11,- 
700 for eight days. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-75) 
—‘Casanova Burlesque” (Rep) plus 
stage. Nice $9,500. Last week, “Men 
on Mind” (PRC) plus vaude topped 
by Rubinoff, very good $10,400. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 40-75)— 
“Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fancy $13,000. Last week, great $16,- 
700. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 40-75)— 
“In Our Time” (WB). Moved from 
Orpheum. Mild $3,500. Last week, 
“Ali Baba” (U) (3d wk), oke $4,000. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 
15-30)—‘‘Lassie”’ (M-G) and “Flesh 
Fantasy” (U) (3d run). Good $4,000. 
Last week, “Gang’s Here” (20th) and 
a Land” (20th) (3d°run), $3,- 


Kenton Nabs Bogey Trio 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Erle C. Kenton was handed the 
director chore on Universal's forth- 
coming triple horror film, “The 
Devil’s Brood,” involving Dracula, 
the Wolf Man and the Frankenstein 
monster. 

Boris Karloff, currently in “The 
Climax,” draws top role in “Brood,” 
starting April 3. 


‘Before Dawn’-Gray Great $39,000 In 
Strong Det; ‘Cover Girl Terrif 406 


Detroit, March 28. 
With plenty “of ‘holdover strength 
in loop here, two new bills are 
boosting total.biz to great high levels 


this wweek.- Fox is on terrific side 
with “Cover Girl” and “Two-Man 
Submarine,’ while the Michigan 
soars into the big brackets with 


“Hour Before Dawn,” new Veronica 
Lake starrer, and Glen Gray orches- 
tra on stage. “Lady in Dark” is 
smash on second week at United 
Artists after 1ew attendance record 
for first week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 55-75)— 
“Sullivans” (20th) (2d wk) and 
“Weekend Pass” (U). Former moved 
from Fox; stout $11,500. Last week 
“None Shall Escape” (Col) (2d wk) 


and “Ghost .-Walks Alone” (Col), 
$10.500. 
Broadway-Capitol (United De- 


troit) (2,800: 55-75)—‘“Desert Song” 
(WB) and “Unknown Guest” (Mono) 
‘3 wk). Bill moved over from 
Michigan, fine $14,000. Last week 
“Souls at Sea” (Par) (reissue) and 
“Kansan” (UA), tidy $14,000. 

Fex (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 
~——“Cover Girl’ (Col) and “Two-Man 


Submarine” (Col). Plenty of exploi- 
tation on this to make terrific $40,000 
likely. Last week “Sullivans” (20th) 


and “Weird Woman” (U), great 
$36,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1.800: 
55-75)—“‘Lassie Come Home” (M-G) 
and “Fallen Sparrow” (RKO). Back 
in loop for choice $5,000. Last week 
“Lady Takes Chance” (RKO) and 
“Corvette K-225” (U), $4,900. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
55-75)—“‘Hour Before Dawn” (Par) 


and Glen Gray orch on stage. Great 
$39,000. Last week “Desert Song” 
(WB) and “Unknown Guest” (Mono) 
(2d wk), fine $22,000 after first 
week's stout $29,000. 


Paims-State (United Detroit) (3,- 


000; 55-75) — “Fighting Seabees” 
(Rep) and “Casanova Burlesque” 
(Rep) (3d wk). Still going strong at 


$11,000 after choice $17,000 second 
week. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,600; 55-75) —“La@dy in Dark” (Par) 
and “Rookies Burma” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Should get a grand $21,000 
after hitting $29.000 in first week, 
new attendance record at house. 


at | 


Louisville, March 28. 
B.o. guns are giving ‘em both bar. 
rels this week, with all downtown 
houses blooming out with top-notch 
pics. Coin is going to be pretty 
evenly distributed, with “Cover Gir]" 
at Loew’s State looking to have the 
edge by a nice margin. “Song of 
Bernadette” at the Rialto is finding 
the going a little slow, at the $1.19 
top. “This Is Army,” at Mary An. 
derson, at regular prices, opened 
slowly Thursday (23), but perked 
over weekend. National has fine 
draw in “Darling Clementine,” with 

Marion Hutton heading stage bill. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brewn (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 30-50)—"Miracle Morgan's 
Creek” (Par) and “Timber Queen” 
(Par) (3d downtown wk). They've 
got to be good to stgy a second week 
at this moveover spot, and “Miracle” 
is turning trick. Sturdy $4,006, after 
last week’s wow $5,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,206: 15-25) 
—“Corvette K-225" (U) and “Riding 
High” (Par). Okay $1,600. Last 
week “Thousands Cheer” (M-G) and 
“Fired Wife” (U), $1,500. 

Loew's State (Loew's) (3,300: 30- 
50)—"Cover Girl” (Col) and “Sail. 
or’s Holiday” (Col). Near record in 
sight at huge $17,500. Last week 
“Rationing” (M-G) and “Nine Girls” 
(Col), medium $10,500. 

Mary Anderson (People’s Thea- 
tres) (1,000; 30-50)—“Army” (WB), 
Return engagement at regular prices 
started slow, but took a big spurt 
over weekend. Looks good $6,000. 
Last week “In Our Time” (WB) (2d 
wk), mild $3,000. 

National (Standard Theatres) (2. 
400; 50-75) — “Darling Clementine” 
(Rep) and Marion Hutton, others, on 
stage, sturdy combo heads for $14,000, 
Last week “Men on Mind’ (Mono) 
and George White's “Scandals” on 
stage, $13,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (2,400: 60- 
$1.10) —“Bernadette” (20th). Plenty 
of exploitation will help this to good 
$15,000 or near. Last week “Purple 
Heart” (20th) tops last week, okay 
$12,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 30- 
50)—"Phantom Lady” (U) and “Hit- 
ler, Dead or Alive” (U). Satisfac- 
tory $4,000. Last week “Woman of 
Town” (UA) and “3 Russian Girls” 
(UA), about same. 


‘CREEK’ SOLID 


Philadelphia, March 28. 

Leading grossers currently are 
“Miracle of Morgan’s Creek” at the 
Fox and “Purple Heart” at the Stan- 
ley. Close behind in the boxoffice 
stakes are “Tender Comrade” and 
“None Shall Escape” among the 
newcomers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 75-$1.10)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (5th wk). Bare- 
ly losing its stride at hefty $21,000. 
Fourth week was solid $23,500. 

Areadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-75)— 
“Swing Fever” (M-G) (2d run). Do- 
ing surprisingly well with $3,500 in 
five days. “In Our Time” (WB) 
opens here tomorrow (Wed.). Last 
week “Where Are Children” (Mono), 
good $3,500, second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,500; 35-75)—‘“Ten- 
der Comrade” (RKO). Reaping 
benefit of smart exploitation via 
WCAU for bangup $24,000. Last 
week “Song Russia” (M-G), fair $16,- 
800 for second canto. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 35-85)—‘Nine 
Girls” (Col) with Ray Heatherton 
orch and Jane Withers on stage. 
Adding up to good $22,500. Last 
week “Phantom Lady” (U) with 
Blue Barron orch, Jack Durant and 
Mary Beth Hughes, okay $20,000. 

Fox (WB) (2.245; 35-75)—‘Miracle 
Morgan’s Creek” (Par). Getting big 
sendoff from crix, solid $27,500. Last 
week “Gung Ho” (U), so-so $14,500 
for second trip. 


Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 35-75) 
—‘Jane Eyre’ (20th) (2d run). 
Profitable $8,000. Last week “Ali 


Baba” (U), okay $7,000 for second 
run. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2,200; 35-75)— 
“Higher, Higher” (RKO) (2d run), 
Fairish $6,000. Last week “Lifeboat” 
(20th), also failed to click at $5,800 
for second run. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,692: 35-75)— 
“Passage Marseille” (WB) (2d wk). 
Sloughing off to $23,500, okay, after 
smash $35,300 last week, in addition 
to bullish $4,000, for one-day stand 


at Earle. 

Stanley (WB) (2,915; 35-75)— 
“Purple Heart” (20th). Forte $26,500 
plus nice $3,500 for Earlé Sabbath 
showing. Last week “Guy Named 
Joe” (M-G) (3d wk). good $16,300. 

Stanten (WB) (1,475; 35-75)— 
“None Shall Escape” (Col). Despite 
reviews, luring ’em in for bright 
$15,500. Last week “Lodger” (20th) 
(3d wk), nice $10.800. 
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‘Comrade’ Sturdy $25,000, Chi; ‘Angel’ tikes Sinatra: 


Montreal, March 28. 


Osing weeks of Lent are slow- 
Tucker Fat AIG Lifeboat Brisk 126 ing biz on Main street and weather 
9 also hurts. Frank Sinatra's “Higher 


and Higher” may top the town. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-62)—"Des- 
tination “Tokyo” (WB). Pacing 
snappy $9,500. Last week, “Northern 


Chicago, March 28. + 


‘tractions in the Loop are di-; Tact ” 
about fifty-fifty between new and Jack London (UA). Satistac- 
rivals and holdovers. Of the new | tory $22,000. Last week “Song Rus- 

pictures. “Lifeboat” got off to a| Sia (M-G) and “Woman of Town” 


ly good start at the Apollo for (UA), about same. Pursuit” (RKO) (2d wk), smart 
$12,000, while “Tender Com-| Paramount (Fabian) (4.020; 35-75) $7,500. 
side” with. “Hatcheck Honey” looks —Havest Moon” (WB) and “Nine/|,,C@pitel (CT) (2.700: 30-62)— 
$25,000 at Palace. “Berna- Girls” (Col). Brisk $24,000. Last) Higher Higher’ (RKO) and “Rook- 
det tte’ leads the holdovers, and 
should take $37,000 in fourth week 
at State-Lake. Tommy Tucker is 


rich. Boy Scout” (Par) (24 wk); good Sinatra’ in this French-speaking 
$17.000. town. Looks “8 ash $10,500. Last 
week, “Lifeboat” (20th) and “Week- 


big $47,000|. Strand (WB) (2.952: 35-75)—*Un-  ¢ 
Angel invited” (Par) and “Sailor’s Holiday” | 
(Col) (3d wk). Dandy $5,000. Last), ’0ews (CT) (2.800: 35-67)— 
Estimates for This Week week, stalwart $8.000. $ | “North Star” (RKO). Okay $10,000. 
Apollo (B&K?) (1,200;  50-85)— | | Last week. third of “Curie” (M-G), 
“Lifeboat” (20th). Bright $12,000. | great $8,500. 
| 


Last week “Rationing” (M-G) and. | Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-52 
“Aldrich, Boy Scout” (Par) (2d wk), | | “Lodger” (20th) and “Good Fellows” | 
4 days, and “Lifeboat” (20th), 3 days. | (Par) (2d wk). Pacine okay $6,000 


about same. ) after wham $8.000 opener 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-85)— 


| | Strand (United Amusement Corp) 
“Lost Angel’ (M-G) and | 

| 

| 


(713; 35-45)—"Black Raven” (PRC) 
and “Submarine Base” (PRC). Nice 
5) $4.000. Last week, “Sweethearts 


U.S.A.” (Mono) and “Secret Sery- 
ice” (Mono), good $3,500. 


Tucker orch on stage. Big $47,000. 
Last week “Swing Fever” (M-G) and 
Glen Gray orch, $46,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-85)—! 


Baltimore, March 28. 


“Crime Doctor's Case” (Colt and) The big news here this week (CT) (1,100: 


> 


“Return Vampire” (Col) (2d wk). | ” “Intermezzo” (UA) (Reissue) and 

Neat $8.500. Last week, fine $12.- | ad Dark at Keith's with | «sailor's Holiday” (Col) @Qd wk). 

500. }60c top bringing new house record Nice $3.000 after juicy $4,060 first 
Grand (RKO) (1,150: 40-85)— | at this seale. Also in robust groove week, 


“Govt. Girl” (RKO) and “Escape jj. «The Fizhting Seabees” at the St. Denis (France - Film) (2.500:! 


kay 30.000. Last wee mung m0 | Thin $3,500. week. “L’Immi-! will 
‘Us. and “Swingtime Johnny” (U) Estimates for This Week Srante” -and “Sur le Plancher des 

(ith Loop wk), ditto. entury ‘Loew's-UA) (3,000: 17- Vachea” fair $4,000. | merlv 

Oriental (lroaiois) (3,200; 40-85 )— | 55)—"Rationing” (M-G). Fairish | conver 


Russian Girls” (UA) and Frankie $16,000, Last week “Sullivans” ‘ ; 
Masters orech on stage. Strong $28.- | (20th), okay $15,200. J. Dorsey Ups ‘ 4 Girls To 


000. Last week “Frisco Kid” “(WB) | Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240: 


(reissue) and Jan Garber orch,| 17-66)—"N-~> Shall Escape” (Col) | So k 296 Ci R 0 
smash $31,500. 1 (2d wi) 1 new vaude. Dropped 0 WAY, 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 40-85)— | off to after strong getaway me: 
“Tender Comrade” (RKO) and “Hat | at $18.500. 176 Chip 96 Both Bis 
Check Honey” (U). Staunch $25,000. | Keith's «Schanberger) (2.460: 17- & 
Last week “Govt. Girl” (RKO) and; 65)—"Lady in Dark” (Par). At] Cincinnati, March 28. 
“Escape Danger” (RKO) (2d wk)! these slightly upped prices reaching Normal weather is tilting biz 
nce $18,000. {for new high here at $26,000. Only | currently. All but one theatre is up 
roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 50-85)— | previous topper was in at $1.10 top. |! over last week. when the score was 
“Purple Heart” (20th) (da wk).| Last week “Uninvited” (Par) (2d exactly reversed. “Standing Room 
Snappy $18,000. Last week excellent) wk) held well at $12,400. Only” at the Palace is current top- 
$24,000. Maryland (Hicks) (1,240; 25-50)- per. “Chip Off Old Block” is solid 
S‘ate-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 75-$1.10) | “Long Vovage+Home” (UA) (reis- at the Lyric. &@nd Capitol and Grand 
—"Bernadetie” (20th) (4th wk). | sue). Mild $3,500. Last week “Call- have winners in “Passage to Mar- 
Sturdy $37,000. Last week, robust! ing Dr. Death” (U), $3,700. seille” and “Sullivans,” respectively 
$59.000. Mayfair ‘Hicks) (980; 25-50) —-| Jimmy Dorsey’s band. linked 


United Artists (B&K) (1.700: 50-| “Hey Rookie” (Col) (2d wk). Main-| “Nine Girls.” is grooving the Albee 


85)—"‘Jane Eyre” (20th) (3d wk)./| taining good pace at $4,000 after; for a big figure 


Snug $17,000. Last week, brisk} strong initial sesh at $5,300. Estimates for This Week 
$22 000. New (Mechanic) (1.680: 17-55)— Albee (RKO) (3.100: 50-85)— 
Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 50-85)— | “Jane Eyre” (20th). Ovened vester-; “Nine Girls” (Col) and Jimmy Dor- 
“Lady and Monste:” (Rep?) (2d wk). | day (Mon. after fifth round of “Ber-, sey orch, others, on stage. Sock $29.- 
Smooth $12,000. Last week, sparkling | nadette” (20th) drew dandy $9,790, 000 or near. Last week. “Hey 
$15,000. rounding out highly satisfying run, Rookie” ‘(Col) and Johnny Long 
at 55-$1.10 scale. ba heading vaude, fancy $27,000 


Stanley (WB) (3,280: 17-55)— Capitol (RKO) (2.000: 35-65)— 
Cover. Girl Vaude Hot “Fighting Seabees” (Rep). Excellent} “Passage Marseille’ (WB)2 Okay 
$18,000. Last week. second of “Mir-/| $11.000 Will hold. Last week 


$26,000, Best Wash. Bet; | Creek” (Par), strong 88) 


‘ Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1.480; 17- Family (1,000: 25-35) 
Bernadette Wham 326 55)—"Sullivans” (20th) (moveover).| “This Washington” (RKO) and 


Attracting best trade in weeks at $7.- Partners of Ty: vil” (Mono) - spli 

Washington, March 28. 000. Last week “Guy Named Joe” with “Lady Death House” (PRC) 

Strongei screen fare is upping biz «M-G) (2d wk), solid at $4.400; also. and “Mojave Firebrand” (Rep) 
all around ‘Song of Bernadette” |) moved up from Century. | Dandy $3,100. Last week, “Drifter” 
will be tops helpe by increased | (PRC) and “Lady Distress” (Indie) 
prices but “Snow White” is away i divided with ‘Sailor's Holiday” 


above par. Actually “Cover Girl” | ‘Ni h Li ft ‘F (Col) and “Escape Danger” (RKO), 

is top entry at normal scale with} ig ties’ ] ts ever | average $2,600. 

smash week. “None Shall Escape.” Grand ‘RKO) (1.430; 33-635)— 

in the second-run Metropolitan, is} To big $21,500, Denver “Sullivans” (20th). Notices excep- 


way above average takings for this | tionally good. All right $9,500, war- 
house. Denver, March 28. ranting holdover. Last week, “Ali 
Fsiimaies for This Week “Swing Fever” is being boosted to’ Baba” «U) (2d wk), so-so $4,500. 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 30-66)—}| big total by “Gay Nighties” stage Keith’s (United) (1.500; 35-65)— 
“Swing Fever” (M-G) with vaude! unit at Orpheum. “Jane Eyre” looks “Up in Arms” (RKO). Second: move- 
headed by Martha Raye. Fine $25,-| tops og straight filmers with solid! over for third downtown - sesh. 
000. Tast week, “Bridge San Luis! total for Denver and Esquire. | Sturdy $6,000. Last week, “Guy 


Rey” (UA) with vaude, nice $22,800 Estimates for This Week Named Joe’ «tM-G) (3d wk), nifty 


Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 30-66)- Al: $5.000. 
Rationing (M-G). Tidy $8,500. “Passage Marseille’ (WB) and “Hat Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-65 °C 
Last week, “Jane Eyre” (20th),|) Check Honev’ (U). Moveover. Nice, Of Old Block” (U). Solid $9,000 


Last week. “None Shall Escape” 


average $7,500. $6,000 Last week “Purple. Heart” P 
Earle (WB) (2,240; 30-90)—“Cover | (ath) and “Weekend Pass” (U), (Col) (2d wk). limp $3,000. 
Girl” (Col) with vaude. Smash] »oveover, fair $5.000 Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-65) 


$26.000. Last week, “Higher Higher” | “Standing Room Only” (Par). Tall 
Keith's (RKO) (1,800; 40-55)— | Mind” «(PRC), after two weeks (WB). dull $10,000. 
‘Snow White” (RKO). Walloping at Orpheum. Good at $4,500. Last Shubert (RKO). (2,100; | 35-65 )— 
$22.000 or near. Last week, “Gung! \eek “Curie” (M-G) Qd wk) after | _5'ar Is Born” (UA) and “Made for 
Ho” (U) (2d wk) eased off to fair) week Orpheum. nice $4,000. Each Other (UA) Reissues). 
$8.500. Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-60)— Weak $2.800. Last Up 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 30-55) “Standing Room Only” (Par) (2d Arms’ (RKO) (2d run), pleasing 
— “None Shell Escape” (Col).) wk). Faney $11,500. Last week biz $6,000. 
Sleeper. doing rousing $10,000. Last! $17,000 


| business, 


week “In Our Time” (WB) and “Ald- | Burma” (RKO). Hard to figure | 


The 


Broadway 


ened by five arrivals during the past 
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B'way Spotty But ‘Hargrove’ Socko 
30G First 5 Days, ‘Heavenly’-Durante 
Tall 706; ‘Impostor’ 186, ‘Women’ 136 


Business is considerably spotty on 
Broadway this week, but some houses ! 
are still doing an exceptionally fine | 
including a few holdovers. 
Latter continue in the majority. 
scene was bright- 


Down a little on the fifth week end- 
} ing last night (Tuesday) but still ex- 
| ceptionally, strong at $75,000; prior 
(4th> round was $90,000. 


Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 


|fellers) (5,945:  55-$1.65)—"Up in 
}Arms” «tRKO) and stageshow (4the- 


got nearly $30,000 | 


final wk). Looks a very nice $95,000 


week was $108,000, immense. “Cover 
(Col) and a= special Easter 
show opens tomorrow ¢Thursd: iv), 
Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-65)— 
‘Tunisian Victory” (M-G). Official 
war film, nvade a year ago, not pull- 
ing at $7,500. and won't be held over. 
Last week, “Falcon Out West” 
(RHO), $7,800. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2.092: 75-$1.65)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (10th wk). Con- 
tinues very consistently at b.o.. the 


| ninth week through last night 


in | 


opened at the Gotham, for- 


the Central. which has been 
first-run. It’s doing 


at 


ted into a 


$13.00 
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Estimates for This Week 
) (1,140: 55-$1.10) 
» Hargrove” (M-G). Thi 
big winner, having 


Astor 


(T 


try 


soew s 


be a 


S one 


i hit close to $30,000 on first five day: 
through Sunday (26). For book- 
keeping purposes, weeks are being 
schéduled as starting on Mondays. 


Capitol (Loew 


| 


| 
’s) (4,820; 55-$1.10)— 


‘Heavenly Body” (M-G) and, in per- 
on, Jimmy Durante, Bonita Gran- 
ville. Raye and Naldi, Sonny Dun- 
ham orch. Very strong from the} 
opening gun and should pass the 
Wire at a swell $7 0.000 or near. hold- 
ing. Last week. “Chip Off Old Block’ 
(U) and Will Osborne, Larry Adler 
and King Sisters. first for picture. | 
third for stage contingent, weak at 
less than $40,000. 


Criterion (Loew's) (1,700: 
The Impostor” 
hort of strong at $18,000, 
al thr 
“Ladies 


held 
week ( 


Fin 


less than $5.000, 


Globe 


“Fighting 
Holding up rather sturdily at $15,000 


and goes f 
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| $21.000. 
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Saturday (25), 


former subsequent-run 
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35-$1.25) 
(U). Considerably 
but will be 


ee days on second 
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Courageous” 
blah. 


Initial week 


(1.416: 44-$1.10)— 


(Tues.) going to $46,000. Ei ghth 
frame was near to $50,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5.886; 55-$1.10)— 
“Purpie Heart” (20th), plus Count 
| Basie orch, Carol Bruce and Zero 
| Mostel (4th-final wk). Dropped to 
| $65,000 on the third w eek ended last 
might (Tues.), but okay and goes an- 
other. Second round added to $81,000, 
good. 

State (3.450; 35-$1.10)i— 
“Whistling in Brooklyn” (M-G) and 
Will Osborne orch. Failing to excite 


at fair $24,000. Last week, “Riding 
| High” (Par) (2d run) and. on stage, 


Molly Picon and Stardusters, near to 
this figure. 

Strand (WB) (2.756: 44-$1.10)~ 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) and Russ 
Morgan (3d wk). About $38,000 
sighted, okay, while last week (2d) 
was a strong $46.500. Holds over. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720: 55-$1.10)1— 
“Voice in Wind” (UA) (3d wk). On 
first holdover session ended last 
night (Tues.) a good $10,000 after go- 
ing to an excellent $15,000 initial 
even days and remains o1 House 
has a very flashy, eye-catching front. 


Cover Sky-High 
$45,000, Hub Ace: 
Song Lusty 336 


Boston, March 28. 

New bills in all but one day-date 
stand, plus spring weather, bringing 
out plenty of biz this week in spite 
of Lent and impending tax boost. 
“Cover Girl.” day-date at State and 
Orpheum, looks standout. “Desert 
| Song” at Met and “Jane Eyre” at Me- 


| morial are also solid. 
| 


wk). | 


Was 


(900; 44-$1.10)— 
(Mono). 


house 


and is doing well at $13,000, 
remaining on 


ize 
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(1,499: 44-$1 
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(Tuesday) at $17,500, 
week was $21,100. 

e (RKO) (1.700; 35-$1.10)— 
(2d wk). Doing 
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week, 
$32. 
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(Par) (3,664; 55-$1.25) 


Par), Xavier Cugat. 


others (6th 


week. “In Our Time” (WB) sub- Denver (Fox) (2.525: 30-65)— 
hormal $6.500. “Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Hi, Good 
ock -Prima Fas ops 


‘Bernadette” (20th). Critics raved:} quire. Fine $14.500. Last week 
Strong $32.000 Last week. “Guy issage Marseille’ (WB) and “Hat 


Named Joe” (M-G) (3d wk), so-so| Check Honey” (U), also Esquire, fine $ 4 . F 
$14,000. $13,500 m e 
Esquire (Fox) (742: 30-65)—"Jane y 9 


yre” (20th) and “H 100d Looki: 


‘ Ie ° Eyre” (20th) and “Hi. G | Lookin’ ” 
Moon Bright $24,000, ‘On also Denver. pee $3,500. Last Cleveland. March 28 


B’ki ‘Lif b 936 { “Chip or Old Block. ith Chico 
Vn; oat » Marx and Louis Prima’s band on 


| ver, nice $3,000. stage, is standout this week at the 

Brooklyn, March 28. Orpheum ‘RKO? (2.600: 30-65)—; Palace. State also is climbing into 

Strong arr ay of films this week in! “Swing Fever” (M-G) and “Gay higher brackets with “Broadway 

dow: ntown sector. Best of lot is, Nighties” stageshow. Big $21,500.) Rhythm.” but “Tender —— ade” is 

nine on Harvest Moon,” brisk at) Last week “Tender Comrade” (RKO): slow side at Hip “Fighting 

ar: amount. fe “Lifeboat” at RKO AM-) and “Men on Mind” (PRC) (2d wk), | Seabees” also proving liv ely at Ohio. 
| Sad 98,000. Estimates for This Week 

Es Pays OX 99 39-50 )— | us 
timates for This Week | paramount (Fox) (2.200; 30-50 Allen (RKO) (3,000: 35-35)—“Gung 


Albee (RKO) (3,274; 5-73)—!"“None Shall Escape” (Col) and 
ifeboat” (20th) and Moontight i “Sailor's Holiday” (Col). Fast $10.- Ho” A (2d wk Hearty 
Vermont” (U), Snappy $23.000. Last | 000. Last week “Crime School” | Last week, “Lifeboat” (20th) Qd wk), 


Week “Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Chan| (WB) and “Girls on Probation” | $9900. 

Chinese Cat” dens ), strong $26,000.) (WB) Creissues' good $9,000. | Hipp (Warners) (3.700; 35-55)- 
Fox (Fabian) (4.023: 35-75) Rialto (Fox) (878; 30-65)—‘Purple | “Tender Comi pos (RKO. Not so 
‘Standing Room Only” (Par) Heart” (20th) and “Weekend Pass” much power, nly $17,000 on tao. ! 


“Two- Man Submarine” (Col) (2d /(U), via Denver. Esquire, Aladdin) Last week, “Gt ing Ho” (U), strong 

Wk). Week encdea Monday (20) at| route. Fair $2,500. Last week “Gung | $19,000. 

grand $20 000. Ho” and han Sec ret Se ry ice Lake (Warners (800: 33-55 j— 
Metropolitan (Loew's) (3 618: 35-| (Mono). after two Paramount weeks, “Lifeboat” 

Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) | good $3,500. $2,000. Last week, “Frisco Kid 


(20th) (2d wk). Weak 


Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200: 44-99 )—“Ac- 
tion in Arabia” (RKO) plus To 


| Pastor’s orch, Guy Kibbee, Stardust- 


ers. Diamond Brothers. on stage 
Strong $30,000. Last week, “Nine 
Girls” (U), plus Martha Raye, Con- 
dos Brothers. Three Swifts, others, 
on stage, big $29,700 

Fenway (M-P) (1.373: 36-65)— 
“Lady in Dark" (Par) and “Casa- 
nova” (Rep) Moved in alter two 
weeks at the Met and till potent at 
$8,000. Last week. “Purple Heart 
(20th) and “Best Gal” (Rep? (2d wk), 
nice $6,000 

Majestic (FE. M. Loew) (1,400; 35- 
65)—"'Courageous Mr, Penn” (Indie) 
and “Vivacious Ladv’ (RKO) (tre- 


j issue). Average at $11.000. La t 


»(WB) (reissue) (2d wk). ditto 

Ohio ‘Loew’s) (1,200: 40-60) 
“Fighting Seabees” (Rep). Lively 
$10,000 Last week, “Miracle Mor- 
gan’s Creek” (Par) (3d wk), good 
$6.500 

Palace (RKO) (3.700: 3-85 
“Chip Off O!ld Block” (U) plus Chico 
| Marx. Louis Prima orch on stage. 
Wham $33.000. Last week, “Phantom | 
| Lady” (U) with Bill Robinson, Helen 
Forrest on stage, great $34,000. 
State (Loew's) (3,450: 35-55) 
|*Broadway Rhythm” (M-G). Tune- 


show for 


weelr 
ed 
$21 500. 
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vie) 
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Memorial (RKO) (2.990: 44-75)— 
“Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Hi Good 


Lookin’” (U Fancy $25,000 Last 
veek, “Ali ‘Ba al “Hat 
Check Honey” (4 torrid 


$20,000 


Metropolitan (M-P) (4.367: 25-659) 
“Desert Song” (WB) and “Rosie 


tiveter’” (Rep). Going close to $33.- 
000 ery big Last week, “Lady in 
Dark” (Par) } Casa ova’ (Rey) 
(2d wk), strong $27.500 ; 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 44-65)— 
“Cover Girl’ (Col) Mammoth $30,- 
000 or over, sky-high for here. Last 

eek. “Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (3d 
wk), dandy $19,200. 

Paramount (\I-P) (1.700; 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) and “Casa- 
nova” (Rep). Here after two big 
ones at Met. and still hot at great 
$16.000. Last week, “Purple Heart” 
(20th) and “Best Girl’ (Rep) (2d 


wk), $13.400. 


State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65 1— 
“Cover Girl” (Col) Great $15,000 


(for this nabe Last week, “Civ 


Havoc” (M-G») and “Strangest Case” 


er estimate to handsome | (Col!, okay $12.000 


(Loew's) (2,700; 35 
Room Onty” (Par (2d 
isually big moveover at 
Last week, “Rationing” 
wk), mild $6,500. 


Translux (Transtixy) (900; 28-65)»— 
Million Dollar Kid” (Mono) and 


“Trans-Atlantic Tunnel” (Brit.) (re- 


issue). Big $8,000. Last week, “Mad 
Monster” (Mono and “Ghost Guest” 
(Mono), $7,500, 
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DAVID O, SELZNICK 
CULVER CITY. CALIFORNIA 


Mr. Harry Cohn 
Columbia Studios 
Hollywood, California 


Dear Harry: 


My heartiest congratulations on "Cover Girl," which, 
there is no question in my mind, will be one of the 
most sensationally successful pictures in a long time. 
Certainly it deserves such success, for it is superbly 
made in every department, and in my opinion is the 
best msical entertainment that has been made in years. 


I should appreciate it if you would extend my warmest 
and most sincere congratulations to Mr, Vidor for his 
superb direction; to Miss Van Upp for her delightful 
script; to Mr. Mate for color photography that has had 


few equals, 


Miss Hayworth reveals talents as an actress that will 
unquestionably make her twice as great a star as she 
was previously; and Gene Kelly gives a performarice that 
would be outstanding even in a straight drama, When 
there is added to this the wonderful score by Jerome 
Kern and Ira Gershwin, you have a combination of which 


any studio could be proud. 


I am buying myself some more Columbia stock! You are 
really going places, 


Sincerely 


March 29, 19 
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Follow the Boys 
(MUSICAL) 

Universal release of Charles K. Feld- 

produc (ion; associate produce) Albert 
a? kett, Stars George Raft, Vera Zo 
Guest stars: Sophie Tucker, ‘Ted 
pe « Jeanette Ma Dona!d, Orson Welles, 
M ar e Dietrich Dinah Shore, Donald 
mnt Peggy Ryan, W. C. Fields, An- 
drews Sisters, Artur Rubinstein, Carmen 
Amaya, Delta Rhythm Boys, Leonard Gau- 
tier s Bricklayers, Freddie Slack orchestra, 
Charlie Spivak, orch., Louis Jordan oreh, 
Jirected by Eddie Sutherland. Original 


screenplay. Lou Breslow and Gertrude Pur- 


cell: camera, David Abel: editor, Fred R. 
Feitshans, Asst. director, Howard 
Christie: special effects, John Fulton; 
Bit Leigh Harline; dances, George Hiale. 
‘radeshown in N. Y. March 23, 1944. Run- 
ning time, 122 MENS. ; ; 

Jony wc George Raft 
Gloria Vance... Vera Zorina 
Nick Charlie Grapewin 
Kitty West Grace McDonald 
Louie Fairweather..... Charlies Butterworth 
Walter George Macready 
William Barrett........ Theodore Von 
Dr, Henderson. Regis Toomey 
Martha Martha O'Driscoll 
Maxie Rosenbloom..... . Maxie Rosenbloom 
Spooks 


Victory Committee Sequence 
Louise Allbritton, Evelyn Ankers, 
Jr., Turhan Bey, Louise Beavers, 
Nigel! Bruce, Lon Chaney, Lois Collier, 
Peter Coe, Alan Curtis, Andy Devine, Sus- 
anna Foster, Thomas Gomez, Samuel 3. 


Hinds, Gloria Jean, Maria Montez, Clarence } 


Muse, Robert Paige, Gale sondergaard. 
Guest Stars in Order of Appearance 


Jeanette MacDenald, Orsen Welles’ Mer- 
eur) Wonder Show, Marlene Dietrich, 
Dinah Shore, Donald O'Connor, Pegsy 
Ryan, W. ©. Fields, the Andrews Sisters, 
Artur Rubinstein, Carmen Ameya wn her 
company, Sophie Tucker, Delta Rhythm 
Boys, Leonard Crautier’s Bricklayers Ped 
Lewis, Freddie Slack, Charlie Spivak and 


Louis Jordan bands. 


Prime trouble with “Follow the 
Boys” is its over-generosity. The 
two hours and two minutes running 
{ime show that a good thing can be 
overdone. However, by and large, 
this salute to show business, with its 
galaxy of names, even though many 
are walk-throughs, makes “Boys” a 
cinch for biz boxoffice. 


Charles K. Feldman, Hollywood 
agent and “package’ producer, who 
has been prominent in Hollywood 


Victory Committee and allied USO- 


Camp Shows activities, conceived 
the idea of glorifying the profes- 
sional undertaking with which he 


iar. The sum total is a highly en- 
tertaining film package. 

For show business, it’s a timely 
tribute. For the fans, it smacks of 
authentic inside stuff. Big names 
are bandied about in casual 
versation: and equally big names are 
shown playing themselves as guest 
stars at the sundry service camp en- 
tertainments. 


Just as the danger arises that it’s 


approaching the appearance of be- | 
coming a big short. the plot snaps | 


back, but none the less there is 


this hasn’t been done. 


Plot after a spell wears. thin. 


George Raft and Vera Zorina, as the | 


married stars, part because of what 


seems a rather thin reason. But 
from this is motivated Rafts pre- | 
occupation with organizing’ the 


Hollywood Victory Committee, and 
thus are paraded Jeanette 
Donald. Orson Welles. Dietrich, 


Dinah Shore, W. C. Fields, Andrews | 
(another | 


Artur Rubinstein 
longhair, like Iturbi. to 
matic), Carmen Amaya, 
Tucker, Delta Rhythm Boys, et 
There are also the Ted 


Sisters, 


go cine- 


al. 


Louis Jordan bands. In the HVC 


sequence there is discovered another | 


galaxy of names. 

The transition from the final night 
of the famed Palace on 
to Hollywood is extended but more 
authentic than the multiplicity of 
Specialties which follow. A number 
each by the Misses MacDonald and 
Shore could be dropped for in- 
Stance; ditto the Andrews and Miss 
Tucker. . Not that all aren't expert, 
but it soon surfeits. Of the spe- 
Cialists, really socko are Donald 
O'Connor and Peggy Ryan, right off 
the Universal lot. 

Everybody does something, the 
Songs running the gamut of the Hit 
Parade of three decades. Raft even 
gets in his “Sweet Georgia Brown,” 
and W. C. Fields revives an almost 


forgotten pooltable scene he did in 
an earlier “Ziegfeld Follies.” A real 
tug Is Miss MacDonald's “I'll See 
You in My Dreams” with a blinded 
young soldier in a hospital bed as | 
the vis-a-vis. Sock song is the! 
Deltaites’ treatment of “The House I 
Live In.” Finale is a radio read- | 


excerpt from Joe Schoen- 
elds “Soldiers in Greasepaint.” but 
With the original “Variety” source 
not credited. It’s. part of a world- 
wide Command Performance, and 
a Is tied in the Special Services 
ranch of the army. 
attempt to em- 
e show iz groups— 
VIWAC, USO, HVC. SS. Bond Cara- 
alli Was indeed a weighty 
Sutey” task but director Eddie 
managed it all rather 
cout one the less, the kaleidoscope 
ld have been trimmed closer for 
greater compactness. Abel. 


MAYO GETS ‘SOMETHING’ 


pare Hollywood, March 28. 
Mayo drew the director as- 
re ment on the 20th-Fox picture, 

ring For the Boys.” 

I rilming starts next week with 
‘ving Starr producing. 


cone | 


so | 
much room for paring it’s surprising | 


Mac- | 


Sophie | 


Lewis, | 
Freddie Slack, Charlie Spivak and | 


| similar 
Broadway 


i fare for dualers. 


Tampico 


20th-Fox release of Rebert 


Bassler pro-~ 


duction. Stars Mdward G tobinson, Lynn 
suri, Victor MeLaglen. Directed by Lothar 
Mendes Screenplay, Kenneth Gamet, Fred 
Niblo Richard Macaulay; original 
ston and adaptation, Ladislas Fodor; came 
era. Charles Clarke; special effects, Fred 
Sersen lance Cieneva sawyer eitor, 
Robert Fritch; music, David Raksin:; musi 
director, Emil Newial Tradeshown in 
N. Y., March 23, ‘44. Running time, 73 
MINS. 
Capt. Bart Manson....edward G. Robinson 
Bathie Hali.......... Lynn Bari 
Fred Adamson............ Victor Mclagtien 
E. J. Ballantine 
Stranger tes George Sorel 
Ralph Byrd 
{ Louis Hart 
Paul Kruger 
Crew Members.......7 Martin Cinchy 
Constantin Romanoff 
{sear Hendrian 
Justice of Peace Antonio Moreno 
Naval Commander............Nestor Paiva 
Seroff 
Martin 
David Cota 
Navigneer. Arno Frey 
\(hris-Pin Martin 
Trevor Bardeit 
Second Otto Heichow 
Ludwig Donath 
Hadio GPerator. ws Rudolph Lindau 
Second Ofticr: .-Hans Von Morhart 


“Tampico” suggests it started out 


to be one of those “big’ 20th-Fox 
war thrillers. but somewhere along 
the line it missed fire. It emerged, 


instead. as a 75-minute sea drama for 
the dualers. 

Picture is disappointing mainly be- 
cause of a poorly developed script 
and characters. Names of Edward 
G. Robinson, Victor McLaglen and 
Lynn Bari, for the marquee, aren't 
likely to dissipate the film’s minus 
values. 


Robinson plays the captain of an} 


oil tanker, and McLaglen is his first 
mate. Miss Bari comes into the pic- 
ture when she’s picked up, along 
with other survivors, in the Gulf of 


| Mexico after her ship has beer tor- 
| pedoed. 
| ing story of romance, 
has long been associated and famil- jn, 


a conflict- 
between Rob- 
inson and Miss Bari. and the in- 
trigues of wartime espionage in the 
gulf city of Tampico. 

The script hasn't done right by 
Robinson, which is unusual for him 
since he generally can make the best 
of bad situations. 
much to do, while Miss Bari lends a 


it’s 


Thereafter 


decorative ouch. Kahn. 
Two-Man Submarine 
Columbia release of Jack Fier production. 
Features Vor Ne Ann Savage and J 
Carre Naish Directed by Lew Landers 
Screenplay Griffin Ja ind Leslie 
White cam Lew Landers editor 
Jerome Thorns At dua 
| Running tin 62 MINS 
Jeri Tom Neal 
Pat. Bens. « . 00+ ..-Ann Savage 
Dr. Augustus Hiadley...... Currol Naish 
Walt Hedger. Robe Williams 
Gabe Fabian... Bil man 
Normann NEM. Lynn 
Ku J. Alex Havier 


A hollow attempt to capitalize on 
espionage efforts to decipher the 
secret of penicillin, “Two-Man Sub” 
is a standard dual meller employing 
all the familiar hoke ingredients: 

Story tells of efforts by Japs and 


Nazis to wrest from American re- 
search workers on a South Pacific 
island the secret of the drug. At- 


tempts are properly frustrated, but 
not until half the American group is 
killed off and the miscreants share a 
fate aboard a submarine. 
Direction and acting fail break 
through the unbelievable script. 


to 


Nine Girls 
rele 


Columbia se of bu Ix 

ul Ann Harding, Eve nm 
Jinn Fall [ou I 
Brook I> did Jaso S 
play, Karen De W Connie I, ada} 
by Al Ma n from e pl yy Wilfrid H 
Pettit: score, John 1 pold; ca ra, James 
Van Trees. At Paramount, Brooklyn, dual, 
March 24 Runt = 78 MINS. 
Jane Peter jinx Falkenburg 
Paula Anita Louse 
Roberta Leslie 1 
Eva I 
Alice Blake Nit | 

Pent ( 

\ 

(a I \\ 1 | 
Walter Cun ngs \\ i 
Horace Canfield Lester Ma 


Fairly diverting whodunit that en- 
lists topflight glamour gals in cast. 
plus Ann Harding. Sans rapid paced 
action. which usually obtains in this 
type of flicker. likeable enough 
With plenty of ma- 
gals for cheesecake 


t's 


terial among the 


land other exploitation angles should 


do moderately fell on twin bills. 


Yarn is woven around a sorority | 
Brief va- | 
cation has been declared for a hiatus | 


group and their teacher. 


in a log cabin attendant to the ini- 
tiation of two of the girls into the 
sorority. Upon arrival they learn 
that one of their group, Anita Louise, 


has been murdered on the way. 
- of suspicion points at Nina Foc “ 
| roving U. S. marshals, to clear up 


and Evelyn Keyes. 

Early spinning is somewhat. slow 
and tedious. but when yarn hits its 
stride in the later reels, it keeps 
The denoue- 


rojling at a lively pace. 
ment is a nifty surprise. 
Ann Harding gives a superb por- 
trayal of the frustrated teacher. Her 
eloquent shading bespeaks well her 


McLaglen hasn't | 
| pense 
majority of the 71 minutes of “Jam- | 
| the boxoffice toppers in 1923. Busi- | 


| Schnickelfritz 
| and 


i walks 
| that. their type music is not saleable. 


Miniature Reviews 

“Follow the Beys” (Musical) 
(U). Name-loaded show biz 
saga, a cinch for big b.o. 

“Tampico” (20th). Disappoint- 
ing war drama; will need dual 
support. 

“Two-Man Submarine” 
Lower dualer about 
in the South Pacific. 

“Nine Girls’ (Col).—Likeable 
whodunit, with cast of glamor 
gals, that should fold its own on 
the duals. 


(Col), 


espionage 


“Jamboree” (Musical) (Rep). 
Entertaining dualer. 
“Partners of the Trail” 


(Mono), 
dualer. 


Routine western, okay 


years of experience in stage and film 
work. Evelyn Keyes turns in a neat 
job, while Willard Robertson gets 
the most out of the gentleman cop- 
per role. Bill Demarest is okay for 
laughs as Robertson’s dumb assist- 
ant. 


role of the slain girl’s father. Jinx 


Falkenburg and the rest of the gla- | 


mour group give good account in the 
lesser roles. 


Direction by Leigh Jason is ade- | 
quate for material at hand, and cam- | 


era work by James Van Trees is 
remarkably good. 
Samborece 
(SONGS) 


Republic of Armand Schaefer pro- 


releas¢ 


duetian Stars Ruth Terry: features George 
Byren, Pau! Hervey, Edwin Star Pred- 
die Fisher band, Music Mais Directed by 
Joseph Santley. Screenplay, Jack Townley 
from original by Towntey ani Taylor 
Caven: musical director, Morton Scott, edt- 
tor, Richard Van Enger: camera, Willitro 
Bradford Previewed in N. Y¥., March 24 
"44 Running time, 71 MINS, 

Ruth Cartwright. . Ruth Terry 
ee. George Byron 
Freddie Fisher and His Schnickelfritz Band 

The Music Maids 
Ernest Tubb and His Texas Troubudors 
Don Wilson 
Isabel Randolph as Mrs. Uppington 
Rufe Davis 
Shirley Mitchell as Alice Darling 
George “Shug’’ Fisher 


Repubiic has come up with a Wus- 
tic musical that should prove an en- 


| tertaining dualer. 


Ruth Terry is supported by a 


group of radio entertainers who dis- | 


with the “corn” during the 
boree.” Seven songs, with several 
encores of some tunes, are played or 
sung by Freddie Fisher and his 
band, Ernest Tubb 
his Texas Troubadors, and the 
Music Maids, who are joined by Miss 
Terry. Most notable of the tunes are 
“Jamboree,” composed by Fisher 
and “Maggie Went to Aggie.” by 


,| Charles Henderson. 


Plot deals with the tough luck 
Fisher’s band meets in getting a 
job. Their manager (George Byron) 
out on them when he finds 


Byron learns that a_ prospective 
radio sponsor is interested in Tubb 
and his group, hies himself out to a 


farm, where they are supposedly 
employed, but finds they have left. 
| He phones the Schnickelfritzers to 
come out to the farm and take the 
part of Tubb’s outfit in auditioning 
for the sponsor. They get the job, 
but cannot get “availabilitv certifi- 
cates” to leave their essential farm 
jobs from Miss Terry, who is their | 
employer. Tubb’s outfit. in the city, | 


takes over as Fisher's band, tl 
max coming with the mixup in iden- 
tities being ironed out.to everyone's 
satisfaction. 


Other radio entertainers in the 
cast besides Fisher and his band are: 
The Music Maids, quartet from the 
Bing Crosby program: Don Wilson. 


in the film the sponsor's right-hand 


man, who is with Jack Benny’s air 
troupe: Isabel Randolph, the Mrs. 
Uppington on “The Great Gilder- 


sleeve” radio stanza. and Rufe Davis, 
a standard vaude and radio turn 
Sten. 


Trail 


of Tou 


Partners of the 
Monogram relea 


Conventional westerner provides 
plenty of action and also incorpo- 
rates a minor mystery pattern to 
lend sustaining interest. Okay 
dualer. 

Plot deals with efforts of Johnny 
Mack Brown and Raymond Hatton, 


'mystery surrounding the wanton 
killing of ranehers for no apparent 
reason. Denouement is reached 


after the usual slugging spree and | 


free gunplay. 

Hatton tends good support in 
quasi-humorous role. Direction and 
lenswork standard. 


Myron Selznick’s Career As Colorful 
As Scripts He Sold; Agent Dies at 45 


Hollywood, March 28. 


most colorful figures in the history 
of the motion picture industry, died 
March 23 in Santa Monica, Cal., fol- 
lowing an attack of portal throm- 
bosis, 
days previously, he was given eight 
blood transfusions but lapsed into 
a coma from which he never re- 
covered. 

Literally reared in the show busi- 
ness, Myron Selznick’s comparatively 
short life was .as dramatic and tu- 
multuous as any story ever written 
for the screen, beginning as a rich 


Lester Matthews has the brief | 
success and wealth. 


| merstein, 


e cli- | 


| jority 


| the 


as | 
| Enterprises have been protected in 


| studio jobs or 


man’s son, plunging into sudden mis- 
fortune and struggling up again to 
It is the saga 
ot a bold fighter. 

Born in Pittsburgh and educated 
in New York’s public schools and 
Columbia University, young Selznick 
could have wasted his youth as a 
wealthy young man-about-town, but 
preferred to work in show business. 
He had a $500 weekly spending al- 
lowance from his father, 


tkibution and production the hard 
way. Myron Selznick went to work 
early in his father’s home office. 


With this basic knowledge he moved | 
| their services to estate executors in 
| carrying on operation of Myron Seiz- 
a keen judgment of story and name | 


into the Selznick production organ- 
ization at the age of 20 and acquired 


values, which he used later to high: 
advantage. 
Producer 

When the elder Selznick'’s huge 
fortune melted away battles 
against Opposing companies, Myron 
Selznick formed his own producing 
company and made films with such 
early-day stars 
madge. Olive Thomas, Elaine Ham- 


as 


|and Marjorie Daw. who later be- 
came his wife. His last two pic- 
tures. “The Common Law” and 
“Rupert of Hentzau,” were amony 


ness pressure by competitors finally 
folded up the Selznick company, and 
Myron moved to,Florida with an 
idea of renewing his fortunes in the 
real estate boom. 

Returning to Hollywood after the 
boom collapsed in Florida, Selznick 


became an agent, originally in part- | 
nership with Felix Young and sub- | ‘ 
sequently with the late Frank Joyce. | 


Up to that time agents were not 
highly regarded in the film industry, | 
but Selznick immediately made the 
producers aware of its importance. 
The new agency took over the man- 


agement of top players, directors 
and other personalities and hoisted 
salaries to levels hitherto unknown. 


He fought hard for his clients and 


;one of them, Constance Bennett, at- 


tained the 
$30,000 a 


unheard-of 
week 


salary of 
Always a Fighter 

His rugged battling with produ- 

cers naturally caused resentment 

and at various times he was barred 


from major lots. It was said about | 
town that his fighting spirit was in- 
spired by his memory of what the} 


film moguls had done to his father. | 
Whatever the cause, Joyce & Selz- | 
nick soon represented a large ma- 
of the stars of Hollywoed, 
who were attracted by the agency's | 
constant demands for better salaries, | 
better stories and better roles. 

Aside from his agency, Myron in- 


| vested heavy coin to help his broth- 


er David in the production, “Gone 
With the Wind.’ He also aided 
David with advice and counsel but 
continued to fight for higher salarie 

for his clients, even with his brother. 
| In addition to aiding in the founda- ' 
tion of Selznick-International, Myron 


was 1n tal 


strumer in setting up other 


important independent compani« 
, 
} 


Hunt 


most recent icn was 


Stromberg Production 

Myron particularly loyal to 
the actors, directors, writers and 
others who stood by his father when 
original Selznick film empire 
was broken by powerful competing 
interests of that time. That loyalty 
has never been forgotten, and many 
who worked in the original Selznick 


was 


on the payrolls of | 
the two boys for many years. 

In ill health for the last few years, 
Selznick stayed away from his of- 
fice a good deal but kept in close 


He was married to Ma.jorie Daw 
in 1929 and divorced in 1942. They 
had one child, Joan, now in school 
in the east preparatory to entering 


| Howard. 


Rushed to the hospital four | 


|Roth, Ben Hecht 


Lewis J. | 
Selznick, powerful pioneer who had | 
learned the inside workings of dis- | 


Constance Tal- | 


Bert Lytell, Owen Moore | 


motion 
| contracts negotiated by him person- 


| Wellesley. Also surviving are his 


Funeral services were conducted 
by Rabbi Max Nussbaum in Beverly 
Hills. Active pallbearers were Wil- 
Powell, Gene Fowler, Walter 
Major Frank Lloyd, Pat 


Honorary pallbearers included Wal- 
Lang, William A. Wellman, 
Lewis Milestone, Edward J. Man- 
nix, Adolphe Menjou, Harry Kapf, 
Ernst Lubitsch, Joe Nolan, Harry 
D’Arrast, Sigfried Marcus, Lester 
and Harry E. 
Sokolov. 


Myron Selznick Agency 
Will Continue; Other 
Agents Start Sniping 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Wishes of Myron Selznick will be 
carried out with respect to continu. 
ing business of his agency, according 
to participation plan being formu- 
lated just prior to his death. Agents 
Leland Hayward, Frank Vincent and 
Bert Allenburg have volunteered 


nick & Co. Selznick’s will leaves a 
major bequest to daughter Joan, and 
his mother, Mrs. Florence A. Selz- 
nick. Other beneficiaries name sev- 
eral individuals, with private effects 
going to brother David. Trust fund 


| created prior to death provides for a 


number’ of- charities. Executors 
named are his uncle, Charles H. 
Sachs. David O. Selznick and the 


Bank of America, his brother being 
special executor. 

Only a few hours-after Selznick’s 
death, a number of top agents, sev- 
eral of whom owed him debts of 
gratitude for his help in the past, 
started angling for his clients. While 
the Selznick agencies in New York 
and London are incorporated, his 
Hollywood business was entirely his 
and some 100 or more of his 
picture clients were under 


own 


ally. These contracts expired with 
his death, leaving the clients without 
an agent if they decided to break 
from the Selznick office. 

Even pefore the funeral services 
there was much scurrying by agents 
to contact important Selznick play- 
ers and induce them to turn over 
thesr business. One agent, formerly 
connected with Selznick is under- 
stood to have made appointments to 
meet two of the clients after the 
funeral. g Another is reported to have 
asked a studio casting director to 
furnish him with a list of the dead 


mans players. 


away 


Rodgers 


last-ment 


Continued from page 4 


ioned the most ambitious 
undertaking of the Metro studio. 
While has 


coming up in Technicolor, the com- 


Metro seven pictures 
pany’s distribution chieftain said that 
being used only where 
tories lend themselves to it. Though 
predicting that his company will de- 


color was 


ver more acknowledged money 
pictures through August than ever 
before in history, citing also that 
Metro films during the past 12 
nontl have grossed more than 
those of any other distributor, 
Rodgers at .the same time compli- 
nented competitors on also deliver- 


ing better product than they for- 


erly did. This is a healthy condi- 
1 for industry generally, he ob- 

erved 

Rodgers prophesied that Jimmy 


Durante “will become a big star of 
ours” and also that Margaret O’Brien 
will shortly rate as the company’s 
topnotch featured player. 
Kuykendall’s Final Huddle 
Washington, Marc}: 28. 

Kuykendall, MPTOA prexy, 
here last Saturday (25) for a 
last-minute word on the Big Five 
motion picture consent decree with 
Assistant Attorney General Tom C, 
Clark. 

Clark said there were no new de-* 
velopments and that he is still study- 
ing ali proposals preparatory to pute 
ting on paper the Justice Depart- 
ment’s final demands in the matter. 


Ed 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 29, 1944. 


They’re swamping us with dates—and requests for dates! 


...We’re stalling "em off as best we can, but PUH-LEASE, 
MR. TECHNICOLOR, HELP!... Sure we know there’s a 
war on. Sure, we know the Manpower thing is tough on 
you, too... But Gee Whiz, can we help it if just about every- 
body in the country wants to see the ihintaiias right away?... 


Can we help it if more than 100 prints get tied up in that 


gigantic two-zone Midwestern Premiere throughout lowa 


and Nebraska, and another hundred or so in that Buffalo- 
Rochester-Syracuse and the great New England area Pre- 
mieres— not to forget the first runs for Easter at Broadway’s 
Manhattan Theatre, in Washington and a dozen other spots? 
...Can we help it if showmen just climb on our necks be- 
cause they say people feel that “Snow White’ is exactly 
what their patrons are crying for right now?... Of course 


not!...So have a heart, Mr. Technicolor, and do your 


stuff — fut 


WALT DISNEY’S 


Full Length leature Production 


SNOW WHITE 


and the SEVEN DWARFS 
IN MULTIPLANE TECHNICOLOR 


Distributed by RKO RADIO PICTURES, INC, 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Literati 


Ray Josephs’ Expose 

Random House now permitted to 
reveal identity of the author of 
“argentine Diary: The Inside Story 
ef the Coming of Fascism, due this 
spring. He's Ray Josephs, Buenos 
Aires correspondent for PM, Chicago 
Sun, and “Variety.” Josephs has 
lived in Argentina for the past 10 
years and knows the political, eco- 
nomic, and social aspects of the 
country thorouhgly. 

Due to his refusal to buckle under 
to the fascists who now govern Ar- 
gentina, he is at present a resident 
of a_ neighboring Latin-American 
country, from which he can cable his 
stories about the Buenos Aires re- 
gime without fear of censorship. 


N. Y. Times Kudes the Schnoz 

On the occasion of the first anni- 
versary of the Jimmy Durante-Gary 
Moore radio show, John K. Hutchens 
accorded the Schnozzle an unquali- 
fied accolade in Sunday’s (26) N. Y. 
Times. under the heading “Jimmy 
the Great.” Radio editor’s first para- 
graph ended with: “An old Durante 
addict might as well come out this 
morning and admit frankly that he 
hopes it (weekly -broadcast) runs 
forever.” 

Commenting on Durante’s come- 
back. Hutchens wrote: “It couldn’t 
have happened to a nicer guy and it 
is agreeable to think, that radio has 
played a part in the return of a 
truly great performer...he is one of 
those players for whom you feel a 
great good will, as Joe Cook was.” 
Predicted that Durante will be even 
better when television gets into real 
stride. 


Distaff Side, 100°%° 

Maxine Keith. Mutual network 
writer and commentator on events of 
general interest to women, chosen out 
of 117 w.k. women journalists under 
consideration for editorship of the 
Scarsdale (N.Y.) Inquirer, only 
newspaper completely owned and 
operated by women. Miss Keith 
is holding the offer in abeyance, 
while deciding if she can continue 
her radio commentary in addition to 
taking the job of editor. 

Hellinger Set To Go 

Mark Hellinger has all the cre- 
dentials necessary from Admiral 
Nimitz’s staff as a Hearst war corre- 
Spondent, and he’s set to go to the 
South Pacific. 

This means a hiatus for his War- 
ner Bros. film producing contract. 
When Hellinger returns he may 
make other studio deals, according 
to one report. 


Spivak Vice Lyons 
Lawrence Spivak, publisher of 
American Mercury, may tackle edit- 
ing his own monthly mag, when 
Eugene Lyons departs in June. Lat- 
ter is slated for a new Hillman 
publication. 


Mags’ Waiting List 


Richard Fuller, owner of the store 
and head of the Board of Trade of 
Boston Book Merchants, immediately 
called a meeting of the group and 
the booksellers of te city volun- 
tarily removed the books from their 
shelves. About 2,500 had already 
been sold. 

“Strange Fruit” is thus not banned 
in Boston; you just can’t buy it from 
the regular book stores. The book, 
however, is still very much avail- 
able. 


Walker's Defense Re Varga Girl 

Without specifically mentioning 
the famous Esquire-Varga Girl case, 
Postmaster General Frank Walker 
has treated himself to a defense of 
his position on the second class mail- 
ing privilege in his annual report 
just sent to President Roosevelt. 

“There are differences of opinion 
among good people,” he stated, “as 
to whether certain publications cater 
to those who seek impure intellec- 
tual pleasures and “where they en- 
deavor to. differentiate between 
‘mirth and indecency’ and ‘wit and 
licentiousness.” Publishers of such 
magazines as a rule go as far as they 

(Continued on page 46) 


German Musical File 


Is Flop in Mexico City 


Mexico City, March 28. 

Doesn't pay in Mexico to try the 
exhibition of a German film, even 
one that lacks propaganda and is 
nearly all music. This was demon- 
strated by yanking after one-day 
showing of “Great Operetta” at Cine 
Lindavista, suburban first-run cine- 
ma. Censors okayed the pic, holding 
it harmless and of musical value. 
But the public wouldn't buy it. 

Was distributed by EMA Films, 
headed by Gen. Juan F. Azcarate, 
ex-chief of Mexican army air force 
and Mexico's last minister in Berlin. 


United Amus. (Can.) 
Has $187,136 Net Profit 


Montreal. March 28. 

Annual report of United Amuse- 
ment Corp., Ltd., for year to Dec. 
31, 1943 shows net earnings of $187.- 
136, equal to $2.31 per share on each 
of the 80.829 no par value shares out- 
standing. This compares with net of 
$123,124 or $1.52 per share in previ- 
ous year. Gross income was $1,257,- 
407 compared with $1,111,898. Divi- 
dends of 80c per share were paid 
during 1943, same as in preceding 


$516.387 against $393,914 in,1942. 


indicating net working 
$454.130 as against $312,071 previous 
year. Taxes, licenses, income and ex- 


1942. 


Waiting list for 


certain of the slick magazines has 
come to pass because of the paper 
Shortage. Attempts to enter new 


suds get 


the courteous reply, “We 
will put vou on the waiting list.” 


Boston's “Strange Fruit” Ban 
Boston, March 28. 
Lillian Smith's “Strange 
(Reynal & Hitchcock) was banned in 
Boston this week but by the book- 
sellers, not the police. 
Th 
about Police 
Thomas F. Sullivan. having been ap- 
proached on the subject by an irate 
man daughter reading 


the book, walked into the Old Corner 
Bookstore and ked a 


when 


who found hi 
a salesman if 
it the 


f the book fit reading. 


subscriptions to | 


Fruit” | 


is new twist to an old tale came | 
Commissioner | 


language on a} 


Report states that the 


mortgage 


131, 1942 amounting to $100,000 
poctines liquidated during 1943, and 
$15,000 paid off first mortgage of the 


| Theatre Francais in that year while 
| $5,000 paid off the balance on 
| Feb uary 1, 1944. The Corporation 
operates 15 neighborhood houses in 
| and around Montreal in addition to 
| above two. 


‘UA Opening Up in Near East 


ted Artists is pk ‘ to open 


| offices nediately in the middle 
| east. 
I ige h Af Ca 
f UA to Egypt to 
distribut Cairo a! also 
Tel-Avi' Palestine Offices in 
Beyrout Syria iy follow shortly. 


EDITOR 


Shipyard 


near New York seek 


yard newspaper. Must be qu 


With print shop routine. 
4-F male acceptable. 


experience. Send photo if avy 


Interested in people 


Reply in full giving 


154 W. 46th St. New York 19, N. Y. 


WANTED 


ing editor for esta 
ick, interesting writer 
Woman oi 


background and 


Box No, 669, Variety 


ailable. 


Balance sheet as of Dec. 31, 1943, | of this praise has 
shows current liabilities of $115,469,| but the anti-U. S 
capital of | 


Aussie Govt.’s Nix On 
Rental Hike Nips ‘Bell’ 


Sydney, March 28. 

Professor Copland, price commis- 
sioner, has prohibited an admission 
price increase for any Australia cin- 
ema showing a special film. Ruling 
places a complete taboo on upped 
admissions for “For Whom the Bell 
Tolis” as planned by Paramount. 

Par had sought approval for a 


boost on rental for “Bell,” with some | 


exhibitors protesting the hike. Par- 
amount planned to show the picture 
day-date in Greater Union's Staite 
and Dan Carroll's Prince Edward, 
both big houses here. Terms outlined 


on the deal-called for 70-30, with the | 


admission tilt reportedly figuring in 
this arrangement. Likely terms will 
be revamped unless Par decides to 
hold up release of “Bell” until after 
the war and present restrictions laid 
down by Aussie government. 


Shortage of Raw 


Stock Slows Up 
Argentine Prod. 


Montevideo. March 28. 
With one studio already closed and 
others about to shut down, Argentine 
producers again are appealing to 
their own government and to U. S. 


‘for raw film stock. Amount of stock 


available in Buenos Aires is reported 
barely enough to keep cameras 
grinding, without making anything 
like the number of prints needed on 
commercial distribution or maintain- 
ing local .production skeds, already 
cut from last year. 


Present state of relations between 
Washington and B. A. hasn't cleared 
the export hurdles. for additional 
raw stock. Producers, realizing their 
shipments of stock are held up for 
politico reasons, don’t know where 
to look for sympathy. Argentine gov- 
ernment has intervened on distribu- 
tion of any film stock that has come 
in. Understood that the stock as- 
signed to U. S. distribs in Argentine 
hasn't been touched, but the govern- 
ment has strict control over all pen- 
cilled in for Argentine. No 
tion to this but trade observers claim 
officialdom has nabbed the greatest 
share of film stock for local 
reels, and that it has converted this 
into official propaganda. 

These local newsreels are doled 
a week's supply of stock each time 


year. Earned surplus now stands at|to assure bouquet tossing for any- 


thing the regime wants lauded. Much 
been strictly local 
S. angle is not over- 
looked. Aijiso new la 


Argentine newsreels be shown 


|against U. S. reels and features. 


payable on Strand Theatre as of Dec. | 
was | 


Hence, it’s wondered why U. S. 
should ship in vital film stock when 
used not only to furnish 


for American distribs but to openly 
discriminate against U. S. films and 
propagandize against United Natio 
Producers Association of Argentit 
|has requested an explanation and 
immediate distribution of raw stock 
on hand Claimed that work 
halted o three productions and sev- 
eral hundred persons are now out 


Current London Shows 


j 


of work 


La on, Ma 28 
“Acacia Avenue,” Vau 
“Are De Triomphe,” Phoe: 


“Arsenic & Old Lace,” 
All Star Variety, Palladi 
“Alice in Wonderland,” Sca 


“Blithe Spirit.” Duc 
“Cradle Song,” Apo 
“Druid’s Resi,” S vi 
“Dancing Years,” A 


“G'nite Ladies,” 

“Ideal Husband,”” We 

“It's Time to Dance,” Lyric 
“Junior Miss,” Savi 
“Lisbon Story,” Hi 
“Love For Love,” Haymark: 
“Love Racket.” Vic Palace 
“Mr. Bolfry,” Plavho e 

“My Sister Eileen,” Savov 
“Old Chelsea?’ Winter Gard 
“Panama Hattie,’ Piccadil 
“Pink String.” Duke of York 
“Shall No Night,” Aldwych. 
“Soldier Xmas,” Wyndham s. 
“Something in Air,” Palace. 
“Strike a New Note,” Wale-. 
“Sweeter Lower,” Aimbassad: 
“10 Little Niggers,” Cobrid 
‘While Sun Shines,” Globe. 


ppodron: 


objec- 


news- | 


Ws requiring that | 
and | 
ordering kick-backs of taxes to the- | 
cess profit income tax totalled $748,-| artes concentrating on native product | 
584 as compared with $683,654 in | actually amounts to discrimination | 


competition | 


Bank Gets 20 Mex Houses 


Washington, March 28. 
National Bank of Mexico has 
‘taken over control of a chain of 20 
| picture houses in Mexico City. 
Cireuit includes three first-run, 
|four second-run, four third-run and 
“pop price” houses. 
1 


George Black’s Latest 
Palladium Revue Set 


London, March 2. 


George Black’s “new Palladium 
revue, which has been held up due 
to Tommy Trinder’s picture and 
ENSA work, is now definitely set 
for middle May, with Palladium 
keeping vaude policy till then. 
Geraldo's band is latest addittion to 
cast with Trinder. 
| Black’s other show, “Strike a New 
| Note,” at Prince of Wales, is now 
|skedded to fold early April, com- 
|pleting over year’s run. Probably 
| two units of cast, one headed by Sid 
| Field, will do six weeks for ENSA, 
to comply with Theatres War Serv- 
Council's commitment. 
| Meanwhile, Black is going to test 
|his straight play yen. This one, a 
murder play, will star Anne Todd. 


Hoyts (Aussie) Pacts 
For Gaumont Film 


Sydney, March 28. 


Renewal pact between Hoyts cir- 
cuit and Gaumont-British Dominions 
just signatured, covering product 
from Gaumont, Gainsborough and 
Two Cities producers, gives British 
screen fare an assured Australian 
outlet for the next two years via 
| Hoyts’ best theatres. J. Arthur Rank 
is interested in most of this product. 


of recent pressure from London that 
American film interests do not mo- 
novolize Aussia screens. 

| Ernest Turnbull 
| for Hoyts. 


signed contract 


Robert Wolff’s Farewell 
| Feed Given Lizht Touch 


More than 800 turned out for the 
| testimonial farewell dinner to 
ert S. Wolff, RKO’s newly appointed 
managing director for Great Britain, 


menting on several speeches, said it 


Phil Reisman read a telegram from 
himself, eulogizing Wolff and con- 
| gratulating himself for having given 
| Wolff his executive post years ago. 


Louis Nizer, who spoke on the sub- 
ject of what to do with Germany, 
| described Rinzler as the only speaker 
|who accompanies himself with a 
running commentai on hi own 


Wolff was pre ented with a lve 
tray from the theatre owners of tne 
New York exchange area, a 
cigaret case and |]! 
RKO Family Club, and a Jewish 
prayer book from the Fabian circuit 
He also received some Times Square 


sand, in a bottle 


Nips’ Theatres Shut 


(,eisna OUSE 


vv 


large theatre chair the 
ku Co.. with 592 film and legit 
and the Toho chain with al- 
as many 
queezed heavily. 
Ditto the Nazis 
from neutral Euro- 
that the New the- 
burned down, and the Wil- 
1 theatte badly damaged during 
» recent Stuttgart. It is 
claimed that Hamburg has restored 
a fair number of picture houses and 
legit theatres for daily performances. 
Berlin, under almost constant air 
raids, is trying hard to keep its the- 
atres open to help people forget their 
troubles. 


Reports here 
pean source are 
utre 


raids on 


Mexican Producers Call Stoppage 
Pending Settlement of Internal Row 


v 


Mexico City, March 28. 

Most drastic action ever taken 
here by film producers to enforce a 
work-peace is now underway with 
the stoppage of all film production 
until a dispute among film eme- 
ployees is settled. 

Friction arose when players aban- 
doned the National Cinematographic 
Industry Workers Union to form their 
own union. Powerful Mexican labor 
circles called the production stop- 
page “undemocratic.” but the order 
by the Producers Assn. obtains until 
the workers get together. 

Suspensions of several players are 
seen. 


John Baxter Leaves 
British National To 
Launch Own Company 


London, March 2. 

John Baxter, one of top producer. 
directors in England, 
from British National Films with 
whom he has been associated since 
company was formed. He is launche 
ing own company, to be known as 
John Baxter, Productions. to be 


has resigned 


headed by Sir Harry Brittain. Bax- 
ter will be managing director. Sev- 
eral more English names will be 


added to the company later. 
Understocd his first picture will 
be “Dreaming,” slapstick comedy, 
written by himself and Bud Flana- 
gan, with Flanagan and Allen star- 
ring. Pic skedded to start early in 
May, with British stars now on holi- 
day since “Hi-De-Hi” closed. 
Company's next production will 
be story based on exploits of famous 


5lst Highland Division, providing 
war does not interfere with close 
contact to this division, Releasing 


setup still undecided but understood 
that Columbia Pictures is likely to 


| be its American distrib. 


Pact is viewed as timely in view | 


Rob-! 


| 

| at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, New 
| York, last Tuesday (21). 
Sam Rinzler, toastmaster, com-| 


was the finest testimonial dinner to! 
Ned Depinet he had ever attended. | 


are said to have been | 


HOYTS (20TH) TAKES 
OVER 26 AUSSIE NABES 


Sydney, March 28. 
Hoyts circuit has completed take- 


lover of 26 key suburban picture the- 


atres in New South Wales. Theatres 
were owned and operated by West- 
ern Suburbs Cinemas, Ltd., inde- 
pendent unit. 

Hoyts now has 140 deluxe key city 
theatres and neighborhood opera- 
tions. 

National Theatres, 
wholly-owned by 20th-Fox, 
substantial stake in Hoyts. 


Korda Looks Ahead On 
Writers for British Prod. 


Sir Alexander Korda, though lim- 


which is now 
holds a 


ited to three productions for Metro 
Eng] juring the next year, now 
25 of Britain's top writers 
{ 

Unde vod that under this are 
‘nt authors are given retawe- 
ers in return fo! hich Korda gets 
e ! look at anything they may 

rj 
I ler Ko i laborate p {-wal 
pia for Me » production in Brit- 
“a of or more 
ty I Ca 


Psychological Study Play 
Has Even London Chance 


L, 
e Corn VI n 
15. i j-aU i caicne 
gon. It ) il 
Play w warmly received at the 
preen 


U Gets Added Aussie Deal 


Adelaide, Feb. 16 

Fullers 1 Univ have come 
to terms covering U product at Ma- 
jestic. Adelaide, with “Phantom of 
Opera” probably first to play house 
under new setup. 

Greater Union has had first call on 
Universal fare in the past, but G. U. 
is allowing Universal to take ad- 
vantage of additional release outlet. 


ersal 
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“RED CROSS DRIVE! COLLECT AT EVERY PERFORMANCE EVERY DAY. 
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Wednesday. March 29, 1914 


REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL BRANCHES OF 
SHOW BUSINESS WITNESS ONE OF THE 
MOST THRILLING PREVIEWS EVER HELD 


The terrific welcoming din which 
greeted the presentation of 
“FOLLOW THE BOYS”... Show 
Business’ Own Tribute to Show 
Business... at Broadway’s Palace 
Theatre at midnite last Monday, 
proves that this is not only one of 


Universal’s biggest money produc- 


tions but that it is also one of the 
most significant pictures ever made. 
Everybody in show business 
helped to make this preview of 
“FOLLOW THE BOYS” a gay, fes- 
tive, wonderful tribute to the grand- 
est entertainment UNIVERSAL ever 
gave you. 


Be sure to attend the special 
_f° trade preview in your home 


territory on April 3rd. 


LARIETY 
ARIETY 235 
| 
| 
| 
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they have slums of their own. But 
they are horrified by the behavior 
of our teen agers.” 

Canty also emphasized the greater 
drawing attractions of films as com- 
pared with radio. “Few South 
Americans.” he said, “like a Fred 
Allen or a Bob Hope on the air, but 
'they all go crazy over Mickey 
| Rooney.” Both De Wolfe and Canty 
| indicated that Hollywood products 
aimed for export after the war will 
have to bear in mind the difference 
in customs and standards of the 
many countries and be universal in 
appeal. 


MPPDA Pledges Films 50th Anni 
Celebration; Adopts Hays Report 


Besides stressing the film indus-4 
try’s vast contribution to the .war 
effort at home and armed forces 
everywhere, Will Hays’ 22nd annual 
report as head ef Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Assn., last 
Monday (27) highlighted alertness 
of the picture business te advances 
in highly technical fields, especially 


Picture Grosses 


(ontinued from page 16 


PROVIDENCE 


$7,000. Last week, “Lady Death 
House” (PRC) and vaude headed by | 


the show world in America. 


In many of the forthcoming bio- 
graphical dramas, those still active 
will enact themselves as a genera- 
tion of theatregoers has known them 
—Cantor, Jolson, Ted Lewis, George 
Jessel, George White, Jerome Kern, 


Sleepy Hollow Gang, steady $6.800. 
House switching to straight films on} 
April 6. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 30-50)—— 
“Sullivans” (20th) (2d wk). Strong | 
$14,000. Last week, snappy $17,000. | 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3.200; 36- | 
59 Rosie Riveter” (Rep) something for the 


television, progress made in advanc- 
ing the industry's co-operation with 
educators and the international sit- 
uation as regards U. S. films in the 
post-war era. 

In addition to sketching the work 
of Eastman Kodak, ERPI division of 
Western Electric and RCA, Hays’ re- 


Ringling Circus 


Continued from page 1 


bovs. 


Woody Herman orch heading stage 


isi stati weekend run.| they're costumes that wouldn't be 
ort ‘hes on television, stating| Show for three day wee nd 
st en pe companies have a Wham $11.000. Last week, “Million | gut of place in a Broadway musical. 


Dollar Kid” (Mono) and Sonny Dun- 
ham orch on stage, nice $8,500. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 
“Knickerbocker Holiday” (UA) and |); 
try’s educational effort reveals the|*Two Man Submarine” (Col). | 
American Council of Education and | Steady but not sensational at $12,- | 
film business confabs recommended | 000. Last week, “Rationing” (M-G), 7 reades decor and Jonn Murray ¢ 


i i i ircus ier in modernism 
potential interest in what must, in- Circus took a flier i 
oon OF 
deed, be of such future concern. 


His report on the status of indus- 


when a younger branch of the Ring- 


that a Commission on Motion Pic- | nice $16,000. derson staging. By coincidence or 

tures in Education be established | Strand (Silverman) 
and that funds were appropriated | —Cover Girl” (Col). ‘ek | 
by the industry to finance a 5-year | started Monday. First sesh, terrific | agement. 


program | $16,000. Now the organization is in the 
yrosram. 

hands of Robert Ringling, Aubrey 

nal Films | gling, 

S peeccnrigie cators make up| Haley and Mrs. Charles Ringling. 

Slo hs Om ha: The pendulum swung back last year, 
this commission with offices estab- torm ug a ’ but it has gone even further. this 
lished at Yale and Mark A. May, of = : 


spring. Even the trained seals are 
back. And that ain’t bad, according 
to audience reaction. 

The present producers, 
have been smart enough to retain 
some of the progressive ideas in 
staging introduced by their immedi- 
ate predecessors. Costuming is bri!- 
liant. lighting is slick, and there is 
enough pageantry to show that the 
circus is not relying entirely on 
warmed over material. 


‘Sullivans’ Only $8,500. 


Yale University, acting as organizing 
irec i "Nore he 
director of program. Result of t Omaha. March 28. 
commission’s work will be made | 
available to all interested in pro-| Heavy af zzard 
duction, distribution and use of edu- | last Sunday bopped biz all around. 
cational films. Even Earl Carroll's “Vanities” with 
Frozen Coin “Top Man” at Orpheum was hard 
Hays’ report outlines how the fro-| hit. “The Sullivans at the Para- 
zen money situation was cleared up, mount also suffered particularly. 
in all foreign countries excepting | Estimates fer This Week 
North Africa and China where re-; Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 20-65) 
strictions temporarily continue, Man” (U) and Earl Carroll's 
clearing up a big industry headache. , “Vanities” on stage. _Nice $16,000, 
Unfavorable factors such as mounting | and _ plenty good, considering _— 
taxes, quota restrictions and forms | ring 
of censorship continue in the foreign | markable for stesiaht Bim eal ad 
market but that those were being | 18-58e scale. 
largely offset by favorable develop- Sissmiiemaaih 


(Tristates) (3,000; 15- 
ments. Latter include the universal | 55)" Sullivans” (20th). Also bopped 


recognition of motion pictures as an} by blizzard; good $8500. Last week 
essential service in the war effort and | -Rationing’” (M-G), light $8,000. 
continued popularity of U. S. films; grandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 15- 


however, 


Glorifying a Clown 
Top billing goes to “Panto’s Para- 
dise,”” a 15-minute spectacie that 
takes the place of the old grand 
march. It is the only 
number ever to be built around and 
glorify a clown—Emmetit Kelly, the 


millions, 


ithe thought that the clowns rule su- 


in all foreign markets where al-|55)—None Shall Escape” (Col) and | F ‘ 
| preme and, as the climax, Kelly 
lowed to show. “Hey Rookie” (Col). Okay $6,000 or | 
plete rear. Last week “Around World’ | * OL 
_ Hays gave a complete resume of (RKO) and “Women Bondage” | Clouds, where he sits on the throne 
the industry’s participation in the 


(Mono), good $6,800. 
Omaha (Tristates) 


in paradise. 
(2.000: 15-55) — First stellar attraction’ is Alfred 
Endorsement of the plan to fitting- | «Crazy House” (U). Fairish $8,000,|Court’s wild animals. Assisted by 
ly celebrate the 50th anniversary Of | not bad, but not big. Last week |May Kovar in one ring and Harry 
the Motion Picture Industry was|*Standing Room Only” (Par), moved | Kovar in another, the master puts his 
unanimous. Members and directors|from Paramount .nd with one day | beasts through the paces as of yore. 
present made a generous appropria- | Out for roadshow, good $8,800. 


tion to carry the anniversary of the | m 
Free World 


first motion picture exhibition into | 
Continued from page 1 


war effort. 


'the middle arena and the others take 
care of mixed cats in the other pens. 

The Wallendas, with their top-of- 
| the-tent tight wire act, have added 
nothing this year, but they didn't 


effect. Adolph Zukor gave sugges- | 
tions from his personal experience | 
concerning the significance of the 


50th anniversary. |} have to. The act still rates as excit- 
je brief di Felecommunications Division have} 

Session only mace pric: been extended to include the intef-| precision horsemanship is dis 
sion of the international situation nship ais 

| national aspects of commercial M0-| by the Ostermaires. Los 
and the industry’s educational pro- | tian wictures, De Walle. therefore pla) 4 stermaires, OS 
gram. carrying forward both topics | ;| Aseveras and the Bradnas. Again | 


points out that if the philosophy of 


session vivid costuming adds 
Capt. Roland Tiebor’s 
seals all but stole the show. The 
act neatly combines skill and com- 
,edy and pulls its major laughs with 
ithe animals tooting off snatches of 
“America” on musical horns, 


o the adjourned slated for} 
: Pin ‘aa lated fo freedom to see is adopted, with tele-| 
next April 14. Directors reelected 4 

vision in mind, it is logical that it 

Hays as president; Carl E. Milliken, | 

: | shall be extended to include motion 

urer. and F. W. DuVall. assistant | Dictures: within the limits of the 
act, ° SSIs ° 

morals codes of the individual coun- 

‘eaburer. 


tries, of course, 
Those attending the Monday meet- 


interest. 


ing were Nate Blumberg, Borthwick,| “Setting up artificial barriers} Lelage. the blonde aerialist, is 
Jack Cohn. Earle W. Hammons. Hays! destroys freedom,” he added. “We) back with her marathon overhand 
N. Peter Rathvon. Nicholas Schenck. are striving for freedom of thought,| routine at the top of the tent. She 
Harrv D. Buckley, Austin Keough, | and freedom to read, as well as the; whipped off 72 at the opening show 
William C. Michel, Milliken, Sidney | Other two. There is no comparison) as a warmer-upper. Also at his old 
Schreiber. T. Kennedy Stevensgn | between the potential audiences) stand is Harry Rittley. master of the 
and Zukor reached by motion pictures and ioppling table, who has been tum- 
Hays’ annual report covering Pro- | those who listen to short wave radio. bling ever since grandpap saw his 
duction Code Administration admit- “In addition, it must be remem-_| first circus. 
ted wartime relaxation of certain | ber: that the medium of motion The Royal Repenskis, their male 
resulations (undoubtedly referring to | pictures, which best represents our| Members reduced by the war, still 
swearing in some pictures) but that) wav of life. costs the Government) 2re able to muster a troupe of 11 for | 
despite iy difficult and involved | nothing, in fact brings in revenue,| their set-to with bareback riding 


na 
es, PCA maintained its usual] itrasted with the large sum of Adriana & Charley, tamberline act, 
moral Standard ior the screen. romney spent o1 radio short wave ue snare the stage \ tf) ine De Ocas 


} 
office iwtnrate heard three and Lopez. Victoria Rietta and 
heard thre De Wolfe. with the assistance of Torre! 1dded +} 1] 
d 5 i from PCé ‘ Orrence nave a thriliel ) 
from PCA, George Canty, is mak €Xtensive | 4, 
Tie y approved later when cuts had . ' ineir swing act at the tents top. 
abi OVed a i Cu yost-war plans to see tl} at our prod- 
been made Report cites that one P motion pictures gets into Something new had been added 
uct pictures gets 1 he horse ; alc ox) 
feature was finally rejected, but does; | the lorse acts, also. Right 
Europe with 1€ast POSSIDIE ‘rche are used in th 
act name it Also that seven com- amount of restrictior At present percherons are used in the middle 
pleied features, originally’ rejected, of cap the activit re con ring, with Arturo Knoyot as_ the 
were successfullv. revised and ap- Lati ringmaster. Ted Elmulndt and 
cerned principally with satin | 
gtoved, 16 scripts, originally reject- | Gordon 


Norton put ponies through 
their paces in the other rings. 
The Brannock troupe (actually 


America and with the few 


neutral 
@d. were revised and approved. European countries 
sil ali 


PCA approved only 417 features hd ; oe Canty, who re-| 
@ompared with 546 in 1942 ana 568 | Cnty returned from the Argentine,| the Wallendas on terra 
tm 1941. Decliae in melodramas was | pointed out that, despite the Un novelty ladder act; the Four Macks, 
@utstanding, going from 215 in 1942 | predictable censorship there, aera girl skaters; the Nattio troupe of 

| pictures enjoy a popularity equal to} Chinese wire-walkers; theh Donegan 

that in this country, troupe of skaters and the Karrel 
tncreasing from 65 in 1942 to 109 in| “Upper class Argentines,” he said,| troupe, tumblers, share the five 
the past year. Of this total, biggest | “normally go to the motion pictures stages for an eye-filling 10-minutes. 
hike was in musical comedies, rising | three times a week. They are very | Each scores, and strongly. 
from 30 in the preceding year to 67! international in their point of view! Victoria and Torrence are starred 
in 1943. Crime stories dipped from | and enjoy almost anything. How-jin a number called “The Couple in 
17 to 7 and westerns from 112 to 83, | ever, many Hollywood products are; the Comet.” a new eye-filling spec- 
latter being 1943 figures. Farce | completely alien to them. Theyjtacle, and the three-hour show 
comedies lost heavily, dipping | understand, for example, slum|closes with “Changing of the Guard,” 
from 27 m ‘to 9 last year. scenes as depicted in films, because | number introduced last season. 


to only 87 in the past year. Greatest 
increase was in comedies, number/ 


| of the founding fathers’ era and still | 
The | 
girls fill out their costumes well; and | 


'and streamlining a few seasons ago, | 


(2.000: 30-50) | Det. that was a season of headaches. | 


Second week | Labor strife and fires beset the man- |; Vhich he is himself, already is in |h@lped condition their country as 


production | 


sad-faced comic who has entertained | 


Predominating in the spectacle is | 


He handles the big boys himself, in } 


trained | 


firma), in a} 


|Cole Porter—while in 
| personalities who are now but a re- 
|membered name in the gallery of 
immortals, 
| be by top players of today. 
Eddie Cantor's “Show 
for RKO. to be released in May, is 
one of the most colorful and inti- 
mately expressive in the forthcom- 
ing gallery of self-portraits. It en- 
| compasses some 20 years of Cantor's 
/career, with Cantor producing the 
picture, as well as_ starring, 
carrying along numerous 
_characters to portray the atmosphere 


past few months, studios have been 
jostling one another in their eager- 
ness to celluloidize the outstanding 
figures and names in every phase of 


the case of | 


the impersonations will | 


Pix On Show Biz 


Continued from page 3 


pictures completed or preparing 
about show world personalities. 

Recent surge in films of this na- 
ture started at Warners with the 
James Cagney starrer, “Yankee 
Doodle Dandy.” the authenticated 
narrative of George M. Cohan’s life. 

In pre-production stage. also. is 
the life of D. W. Griffith from a 
biographical original by Lillian 
Gish. 

Complementing the array of per- 
|formers in the gallery being filmed 
‘is the career and personaligy and 
fluential imprint upon show business 


of “Variety's” Sime, now in prepara- 


ition for the screen at Warners un- 


Business” ‘der the title, “Mister Broadway.” [n 


the film account of the founder of 
“Variety” many other notables of 
the entertainment world will be 
shown and named by name along 
the elder and the newer Broadway. 
Avel Green, editor of “Variety,” 


and , authored “Mister Broadway.” 
fictional | So, in 


increasing numbers anid 
| with all the arts of the showmanship 


/and the general national background | they helped develop, the great and 


of the time. 
Ted Lewis’ “Is Everybody Happy?” 


‘release by Columbia. 

“The Life of Will 
|awaiting the go 
on producer assignment to Mark 
Hellinger, as soon as impersonator of 
Rogers can be decided upon. Script, 
by Sam Hellman, has been completed 
for some time. Casting problem in 
this instance is difficult. Life of the 


Rogers” 


thentically presented from 
manhood to tragic death in 
plane accident. 
| Gershwin Saga 
George Gershwin’s outstanding ca- 
reer is incorporated in “Rhapsody 
in Blue,” named fo one of his mem- 
erable pieces, also a Warners re- 
lease of a Jesse L. Lasky production. 
| Robert Alda portrays Gershwin. 

Al Jolson’s entertainment life will 
be mirrored in his own enactment in 
| the Columbia picture under produc- 
| tion supervision of Sidney Skolsky. 
Cole Porter's songwriting impact 

on the theatre world will be seen 
and heard in the story of his life 


young 
Arctic 


| for Warners. Porter helped arrange 


the material and worked on the 
script. 

} 

| The romantic-dramatie narrative 


of Marilyn Miller is to be projected 
in a picture called “Silver Lining,” 
on the production schedule of Jerry 
Wald at Warners. Among those men- 
| tioned to enact ’e role are Mary 


Martin, Ginger Rogers, Alexis Smith, 
Joan Leslie. 


Nora Bayes’ life story is narrated 
in “Shine On Harvest Moon,” a title 
nostalgic of the singer and her hey- 
dey. Picture has been completed 
|} with Ann Sheridan as star, Dave 
Butler directing, and William Jacobs 
as producer. 
| Dramatic phase of Helen Mor 
career is contemplated in 
'choly Baby” at Warners, but pro- 
duction plans depend upon 
ance of rights, not yet achieved. 

Biog of George White of the 
“Scandals” has been written for 
screen by Ralph Spence, and B. G. 

De Sylva, executive producer at 
Paramount is understood to be in- 
terested. Period covered is from 

Vhite’s first ventures in show biz up 
jthrough the heydey of his “Scan- 
dals.” 


“Melan- 


Celeb Package 

In “A Night at Tony Pastor's,” 
now titled “Strolling Down the Ave- 
nue,” Warners contemplates 
various well-known 
| American show figures. 


ating 
Ann Sheri- 
dan also stars in this one, with Jack 
Chertok handling production. 

David O. Selznick has in mind the 
saga of Sara Bernhardt, with Ingrid 
Bergman in the name role. 

The Dolly Sisters are scheduled to 
have their career portrait taken at 
20th-Fox.° George Jessel is mulling 
possible production of life of Rachel. 
French tragedienne, once 
silents by Pola Negri. 

Metro has on its schedule: the 
rights to Honey Boy Evans, minstrel 
man, who was to have been imper- 
| sonated by Mickey Rooney before 
|latter’s induction into service, but 
role now will be recast. 

Edward Small has shown renewed 
,interest in doing “The Life of 
Rudolph Valentino,” with George 
Raft having recently been  con- 
sidered as the foremost probability 
fer. the role. 

, Warners, which with 20th-Fox has 
shared the most prolific output of 
biographical dramas, are presently 


ignal at Warners, | nike in niteries—will be paraded 


cowboy-author-actor-wit will be au- | 


;and music, titled “Night and Day.” | 
It will be a Hal B. Wallis production | 


. | tainment and 
is | 


glittering names of the amusement 
| realm—-the men and women who 


well as reflecting its styles of enter- 
relaxation on stage, 
on screen, On band stand, at the 
across the screen of 1944-1945 as its 
most engrossing figures. 


Pix Fiction 


Continucd from page 3 


lished or otherwise showing prom- 
ise, for similar arrangements. 
20th-Fox financed the authors of 
“Dragonwyck” (Anya Seton) and 
“Centennial Summer” (Albert Idell) 
last year, and is planning more deals 
of this type as a result of the two 
winners which were obtained by the 
studio. Paramount recently signed 
several writers for the scripting 
mills, while Warners and RKO have 
also added to the writing staffs. 

Thus, major studios will be look- 
ing to originals written specifically 
for the screen or for eventual book 
publication, for a larger proportion 
of screen material, 

Indicative of the restricted output 
of new fiction, Houghion, Mifflin is 
reported devoting nearly 70°, of the 
company’s entire paper stock allo- 
cated for fiction to meet the demands 
for a single book—Lloyd Douglas’ 
“The Robe” (Frank Ross-RKO). 
Same publishing house is also put- 
ting out “Dragonwyck” (20th-Fox) 
which is reported hitting around 
150,000 copies in a relatively short 


period. Macmillan, it is understood, 
plans to put off publication of some 
20 to 25 books from spring until next 
fall. 

With non-fiction currently exceed- 


| ing all previous sales records or ex- 


pectations, 
clined 


publishers are not in- 
to divert paper stocks from 


| this type of publication for fiction. 


Non-fiction is 
with 


less speculative, and 


sales virtually insured, there 


| is little inclination to increase fiction 


clear- | 


| isolated 


| time,” 
recre- | 
early | 


done in|} 


out in front with greatest number of 


output. 

Film execs believe that some of 
the non-fiction books are likely to 
prove suitable for the screen. 


Performer Squawks 


Continued from page 1 


are deposited at their 
hotels after the shows, was 


homes or 
“not an 
instance.” 
“They make sure we get here © 
Haley declared, “but this 
what happens many times after 
do our stints. They drop us like a 
hot potato. Why, I do not k 
But I do know who js at fault 
officers in special service who ar- 
range for these trips.” 
Several film stars on the Coast re- 
fuse to entertain at certain cam! 
out there, 
accorded them 
out after a show 
bases. 


because of the tr 
when they are t 

by officers at these 
They do not seek spec 
privileges, but feel they are entitlea 
to the same consideration after the 
performances, as before, according 
to Haley. 


Rep’s Rolling Record 
Holly wood, March 28. 
June will be the biggest month 
the history of production on the 
Republic lot, with two high-budge' 
musicals, “Brazil” and “Atlantic 
City,” and a number of western; 
and serials filling the sound stages. 
Studio writing mf! is now at an 
all-time high, with 31 scribes work- 
ing on 16 screenplays. 
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Blumenfelds Add 2 More Houses: 
Theatre and Exchange Briefs 


Los Angeles, March 28. 


fn Napa, Cal., were sold by 
rence Borg to Joseph and Abe Blu- 
menfeld. Sale includes the Fox. a 
1,300-seater, and the Uptown, seat- 
ing 1.250. 


Blumenfelds operate 30 theatres in | 


California. Borg has recently sold 
a number of his houses, but will con- 
tinue to operate extensive holdings. 


Fox-W. C.’s Addition 
Hollywood, March 28. 

Palo Alto Theatre Co., Fox-West 
Coast subsidiary, has purchased the 
Sequoia, Redwood City, for approxt- 
mately $200,000. 

Operation of the first-run house 
has been handled under lease fer 
some time by the circuit, which owns 
and operates the Redwood theatre in 
the same town. 


Willingham Metre St. Louis Mgr. 
St. Louis, March 28. 


J. F. Willingham, former manager | 
of Metro’s Memphis branch, in as! 


manager of exchange here this week. 
succeeding John X. Quinn, resigned 
because of health. 

B. T. Ely, for years with Commer- 
cial-News, Danville, [ll., new man- 
ager Palace, Danville, succeeding 
Henry Hachat, recently inducted. 

H. F. Green new manager Lyric. 
Greenville, Iil., umder recent reorg 
Or company. 


15°, Pay Hike in Seattle Houses 


Seattle, March 28. 
War Labor Board has okayed re- 
quest of theatre men and union for 
pay increases for ushers. doormen 
and cashiers. New 15% hike gives 
$20 to ushers and $25-$30 for cash- 
iers and doormen on average. 
Phyllis Ann Meyers, ex-soloist at 
Trianon ballroom, named assistant 
ad manager for Sterling circuit. 
Vic Gauntlett, ad manager of Ham- 
rick-Evergreen circuit, and Carl 


Theatre holdings rated at $500,000 | 
Law- | 


Still Alibing 
Philadelphia, March 28. 

A few weeks ago a wk. local 
exhib came to the office of the 
projectionists union here and 
pleaded with Secretary Lew 
Krouse to give him a better 
break on salary and hours with 
the projectionist at his house, 
pleading bad business. Krouse 
told the guy to come back in a 
couple of weeks. 

Meanwhile Krouse went to 
Florida on a_ short vacation. 
First guy he ran into in the hotel 
lobby was Mr. Exhib whose 
business was “so terrible.” 

The latter wasn’t fazed a bit. 

“Honest. Lou,” he said, “if I'd 
have stayed up north another 


day with things going so lousy, 
I'd have gone crazy.” 


| Mahne. assistant to Circuit Manager 
| Al Rosenberg, are back from a 10- 
|day trek over chain. As a result, 
| certain smaller towns will put more 
'of budget into radio and less in 
| newspapers. 
| Radio results have been flattering, 
| especially pictures that need exploit- 
reported Gauntlett. Newspa- 
ers are still liked by the theatre 
chain, with radio for main selling 
job on films needing extra bally. 


Loew’s Cenn. Changes 

Following managerial changes in 
Loew’s theatres in Connecticut an- 
nounced by Joe Vogel: Morris 
Rosenthal, Poli theatre, New Haven, 
| Robert Russell, resigned; 
| Harry Rose, Lyric theatre, Bridge- 
| port, to Majestic; William Brown, 
| manager Loew’s, Canton, to manage 
Poli Bijou, New Haven, succeeding 


Sidney Kleper, to armed forces; 
Walter Kessler, ex-manager of 
Loew’s Canton, returns to former 
post after medical discharge from 
Army. 

New Interstate Femme Manager 

Fort Worth, March 28. 

Hazel Hayes, recently added to In- 
terstate Theatres staff here, made 
manager of two Interstate houses at 
Arlington, near here. She's first 
woman elected director National 
Auditorium Managers Assn. 


Another Femme Mer. 
Cedar Rapids. March 28. 
Will S. Collier, manager of Palace. 
Waterloo, Ia., resigned and returned 
to Cedar Rapids, Ia. Succeeded by 
Bea Reisner, formerly his assistant. 


George A. Smith’s Swing 


George A. Smith, Paramount's 
western division sales manager, on a 
two-week tour of exchanges, includ- 
ing Chicago, Kansas City and St. 
Louis. 

Jules Fields, 20th-Fox special ex- 
ploiteer, who returned last week from 
assignment in Denver, left Sunday 
(26) for Chicago on another special 
assignment. He's son-in-law of Al 
Selig, Universal exploitation mana- 
ger in Washington. 

Alan F. Cummings, in charge of 
Metro exchange operations, is on in- 
definite leave following recent ill- 
ness. 

The Gaiety and Centre St. thea- 
tres, Trenton, N. 7., have been taken 
over by Maurice J. Ellis of Phila- 
delphia, who bought the Gaiety and 
is leasing the latter house from the 
Hunt interests of Wildwood, N. J. 

Dea) was handied by Berk & 
Krumgold, N. Y. theatre realtors, 
who recently sold the Rockland thea- 
tre, Philadelphia, and the Crescent, 
Collingswood (N. J.). completing the 
Hunt plan for confining its epera- 
tions entirely to the south Jersey 
area. 


3 Metroites Go OWI 


Ross Doyle. Metro publicity de- 
partment city editor in N. Y., is 
slated to leave this week to join the 


New .York Theatres 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG OF 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 


RIVOLI B'way & 49th St 


Ana Dennis Jack 
SHERIDAN - MORGAN - CARSON 
Irene MANNING 


In Warner Bros. Hit! > 
‘Shine On Harvest Moon 
In Person 
RUSS MORGAN and Orch 
EXTRA 
BORRAM MINEVITCH’S 
ORIGINAL HAKMONICA RASCALS 
Plus 
BARB BLAINE 


B'way & 47th St. STRAND 


Humphrey Bogart 


“Passage to Marseille” 


KN oO GREENSTREET 
Helmut DANTINE © Peter LORKE 
George TOBLYS 


HOLLYWOOD 


Continuous - Opens 10 A.M. - B'way & Sist St. 


DOORS OPEN 10 A.M. 
POPULAR PRICES! 


RADIO 


MUSIC HALL 


DARRYL ZANUCK’S 


“THE PURPLE HEART” 


20th Century-Fox Picture 
PLUS STAGE SHOW 


Plus A jth Ave. 
Big Stage a 
Show R O X Y 60th St. 


“UP IN ARMS” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


‘PALAC 


Maria 


& 
47th St. 


Jon Turhan 
MONTEZ - HALL - BEY 


“ALL BABA AND THE 
FORTY THIEVES” 


In Person 


“LADY IN XAVIER 
THE DARK” CUGAT 
And Hlis 


(in Technicotor) 
Orchestra 


PARAMOUNT Time#® Square—MNid- 


night Feature Nitely 
BUY MORE WAR BONDS 


Thurs., Mar. 30 
On Screen 


‘Her 
Primitive 


Ja Person 
Leo 
Carrillo 
Man EARL ‘Father’ 
Siarring Louise HINES & Orch. 


BRITTON 
. PAIGE Other Big Acts 


HELD OVER SECOND WEEK 


RADIO CITY music HALL 
VICTORIA THEATRE 


46th Street 


Broadway at 


United Artisis Presents 


“VOICE IN THE WIND” 


Ripley-Monter Production 
Starring Francis Lederer 


William Powett,| A.M. 
n erson 


Bamarr jimmy DURANTE 
n M-G-M’'s | Bonita Granville 


‘The HEAVENLY Mary Raye & Naldi A | 
BODY Kxtra Added 
with James Craig Sonny Dunham 


and Orch. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| everyone 


Office of War Information. Paul 
Stewart, ‘Warners, is scheduled to 
succeed him at M-G. 

Frances Fenton, who handles na- 
|! tional mags for Metro in N. ¥Y., is 
scheduled to join the OWI next 
month. 

Paul Kamay, Metro 
joined the OWI last week. 


Al Selig’s U Stunt 

Publicist Al Selig edited a “Va- 
riety” gag throwaway (four-sheet 
simulation) in connection with the 
“Follow the Boys” special midnight 
preem at the Palace, N. Y., of this 
show biz picture. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., round-robined a 
galaxy of yesteryear vaude stars to 
re-create the former bigtime atmos- 
phere as part of the intra-show biz 
bally. 


exploiteer, 


Theatres Cracking 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, March 28. 

Bill Carter inked player pact at 
20th-Fox. 

Daniel B. Clark signed for two 
years as head of 20th-Fox camera 
department. 

Juanita Quigley’s minor contract 
with Metro approved by court. 

Jerry Scott drew player ticket at 
Metro. 

Sondra Rogers handed player pact 
by Metro. 

Mary Beth inked two-picture deal 
with PRC. 

Felix Bressart, player, optioned by 
Metro. 

Lucien Andriot renewed as direc- 
tor, 20th-Fox. 

Allan Lane signed for eight west- 
erns at Repubtic. 

Mare Cramer handed actor pact 
by RKO. 

Martha Tilton, radio player, inked 
for two pictures by PRC. 


PAR EDITORS HUSTLING 
11 PEX THROUGH CUTS 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Editing rooms at Paramount are 
crowded to capacity with 11 features, 
including three in Technicolor, go- 
ing through the cutting process. 
Tinters are “Frenchman’s Creek,” 
“Rainbow Island” and “Incendiary 
Blonde.” Black and white films are 
“The Road to Utopia.” “The Hitler 
Gang.” “Hail the Conquering Hero,” 
“Till We Meet Again,” “I Love a Sol- 
dier,” “And Now Tomorrow,” “One 
Body Too Many” and “Gambler’s 
Choice.” 


Down on Juve 


Admissions in Curb on Hoodlumism 


Apprehensive that the 


mounting 
wave of juvenile delinquency may 
result in a close check on motion 
picture theatres, alert operators 
throughout the country are reported 
tightening admission and surveil. 
lance of minors. Figure that loss of 
some coin is worthwhile in order to 
prevent picture houses from being 
singled out for attack by social wel. 
fare and other groups. 

New York’s Mayor LaGuardia, at 
a special meeting called under the 
auspices of the Deputy Police Com- 
missioner, last Friday (24) told a 
gathering of some 1,200 people in 
N. Y. that he will not countenance 
any contribution to delinquency on 
the part of any place where kids 
congregate. “I will close them up or 
close them out,” said LaGuardia, 
“whether they are places of ultra- 
refinement or the lowest dives.” 

LaGuardia, who has already 
cracked down on admission of minors 
to dancehalls in the N. Y. area. said 
that the municipality could not po- 
lice everything and that he had called 
the meeting of responsible citizens 
from every part of N. Y. to con- 
tribute by notifying the police of 
places contributing to juve delin- 
quency. 

LaGuardia said, also, that the major 
juve problem was for the most part 
due not ta children from N. Y., but 
that the city was a magnet which 
drew youngsters from New Jersey, 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, and Con- 
necticut. 

All places of amusement, including 
bowling alleys, skating rinks, etc., 
are now under surveillance of either 
police officials or various civic 
groups. LaGuardia said, however, 
that the problem could be solved 
sooner by community cé@operation 
rather than through social service 
agencies. 


Hitchcock’s New Scarer 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Alfred Hitchcock checked in at 
Vanguard for his first picture since 
directing a wartime film in London. 
Picture is a mystery, “The House 
of Dr. Edwards,” with 
background. 


CLINE’S 0&J CHORES 
Hollywood, March 28. 

Edward F. Cline draws a direc- 
torial double-header at Universal, 
with the next Olsen & Johnson pic- 
ture, “See My Lawyer,” slated to 
start April 10. 

Currently Cline is piloting O. & J. 
on the same lot in “The Ghost 
Catchers.” 


| Pix Tele Edict 


Continued from page 2 


charge of television of NBC, put in 
with, “It’s so big and important that 

will want to get on the 
bandwagon.’ The doubting news- 

men weren't so sure and pushed for 
more details. 


| Seouting the implication that 
Hollywood would be competing 
| against itself in providing its stars | § 
and facilities for free television in | Bf 


Trammell believed that 
entertainment, 
would want to get in 


help develop the 


| 

the homes, 

| all forms of 
ing pictures, 
on television to 


| technique. Radio, he said, has no} 
| desire to control television and | 
everyone,will be invited to come | 
|in. He believed that deals could | 
|be made with agents and_inde- | 
pendent producers for the making 
of exclusive tele product. Failing 
there, he indicated that NBC and 
other radio networks would de- 
velop their own talent and go 
ahead regardless. 
Royal, the newsmen were told, | 
has been empowered to organize 
stock companies ostensibly for live 
| talent shows but inferentially for | 


| pictures in the event that Holly- 
wood doesn't want to go along. The 
worriers in the picture’ business 
'found cause for considerable per- 
| turbment in what Trammell and 
Royal had to say but the industry, 
by and large, isn’t too disturbed, 
taking Trammell at his word that 
it will be five or six years before 
tele goes into enough homes to make 
picture making profitable. 

After a few days’ rest at Palm 
Springs, Trammell returns to New 
York. Others on the War Clinic 


|junket are paying calls at Frisco, 
| Salt Lake and San Diego before 


heading home. 


includ- } 


WB Publicity Additions 

G. E. Blackford, for the past eight 
years dramatic and film 
the N. Y. Journal-American, and 
| Ned Armstrong, veteran publicist, in 
| pictures, legit and other fields, joined 
| the publicity department of Warner 
| Bros. at the homeoffice Monday (28). 

Both will function directly under 
Larry Golob, eastern publicity man- 
| ager. 


a_ British | 


editor for | 


Under an old N. Y. State regula- 
tion, section 484 of the Penal Code, 
admission is prohibited to unaccom- 
panied children under 16 to placcs 
of entertainment including “dance 
halls, publie pool or billiard rooms, 
Dowling alleys, corner saloons, the- 
atre museums, skating rinks, kineto- 
| scope or moving picture perform- 
ances.” Various municipalities, how- 
ever, have less rigid regulations ap- 
plying to picture theatres due to the 
careful supervision exercised by the 
management in the majority of the- 
atres, 

On Broadway, meantime. hood- 
lumism has reached a point where 
theatres, such as the Capitol. employ 
detectives on Saturday nights to 
watch for outbreaks. Last Saturday 
night (25) Jim Kolbeck, assistant 
Capitol manager, had a 19-year-old 
arrested for slugging an usher. Sen- 
tence of 20 days in the workhouse 
for the offender followed court ap- 
pearance. 


Rep, Alsop Dissolve Pact 
Hollywood, March 28. 

Carleton Alsop called off his as- 
sociate producer contract with Re- 
public by mutual agreement. 

Former radio producer, Alsop was 
signed last August by Herbert Yates, 
Republic chief. 


Whether myopic or presbyopic, 
astigmatic or plain cock-eyed, the 
orbs of true Wheaties addicts react 
alike. They glow fanatically on sight- 


“There's a peculiar gleam in your eyes when you 
roll them to the right, Miss Wilson.’” 


ing The Cereal. And why not? These 
crisp, whole wheat flakes offer gastro- 
nomic bliss. that famous Wheaties 
second-helping flavor. 
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LOCAL PROGRA 


Dies-Winehell—and Radio 


Now that Dies has spoken, what can radio do? 


vital question emerging from 
as radio is concerned. 


That’s the 
the Winchell-Dies feud, so far 


The charges hurled and the issues | 


exposed, although of tremendous portent, are not within 
radio’s province to amend. The limitations imposed on radio 


in the airing of controversial 
hand and foot. 


issues have tied the industry 


Until that day when it is relieved of these 
shackles and can open the air lanes to pro and con discus- | 


sion on all matters that affect the people, regardless of how 
controversial the question, radio simply can’t do anything 


about it. 


The mere fact that Jergens, sponsor of Winchell, and the 


Blue Network were forced to find a solution to their imme- |, 
diate problem by giving Dies free time for rebuttal only | 


points up radio’s inability under its present setup to take its 
place as a serious mouthpiece in helping to solve our national 


problems. An individual sponsor, faced with a situation that | 
grew in magnitude until it exceeded the bounds of person- | 


alities, was obviously thinking only in terms of an immediate 


remedy. 


As such, it has: accomplished nothing in blueprint- | 


ing future policy. When the networks and stations lift their 


ban and agree to sell time to any accredited group to answer. 


charges in a controversial issue, then, and only then, will 
radio be upholding the provision in the Bill of Rights. 


Winchell, in his blast against Dies, has indirectly taken 


up the cudgels for freedom of the air. 


Sunday night, Dies resorted 


In his answer last 
to implications and smearing 


without directly answering any of the charges made against 


him. 


Since freedom of speech—our inherent right—is at 


SPOT 
NEW TREND 


One of the greatest booms in local 
commercial programming is_ indi- 
cated by the tightness of the time 
situation on the nets and by fact that 
local outlets have reached saturation 
point for spot announcements. With 
Class A stations no longer able to 
accept spot sales, backlogs of ap- 
plications for such time have been 
piling up. As sponsors continue to 
press for air time. agencies are chan- 
neling their clients into sponsorship 
of local programs in order to keep 
the clients happy, with a resultant 
spiraling of local programming. 
Agencies have been reluctant to 


realize from 
than from production of local airers, 


without the additional headaches of 


they more spot 


now they've steered their clients 
| away from local sessions preferring 
| to tie them up on waiting lists. Sta- 
| tions have been more than a little 
miffed at this, feeling that the 
|agencies have been preventing them 
| from making hay while the sun. 
| shines. This has been particularly 
;true of the indies, although the net 
local outlet heads feel that they 
| could probably show better results 


| by corraling some of this potential 


stake, the controversy has grown bigger than its proponents, | business to replace the net sustain- 
and were the air lanes open, surely many an accredited or- 


ganization would rise to carry 


on the fight. 


As radio stands today, it is restricted to the entertainment 
and education fields. Nor do the educational aspects of radio 


enjoy free rein. 


Now, and even more so in the post-war era, 


many economic and political issues will arise that may en- 
danger our fundamental rights of democracy. If radio wishes 
to maintain its existing status, it will still be a big industry 


its rightful place as a power that can go beyond the press and 
other media of public opinion. 


With industry circles pretty well 
agreed that the Walter Winchell- 
Martin Dies radio ‘debate’ Sunday 
night (26) on Blue network time 
paid for by Jergens failed to explode 
as expected, the fecling persists in 
some quarters that the incident may 
turn out to be a “delayed action 
bomb.” Supporting this is a report 
from Washington that Congressional 
supporters of Dies are planning to 
print and circulate 1,000,000 copies 
of the Texas lawmakev’s speech. 

That Dies will be allowed to return 
to the airlanes under the same cir- 
cumstances in the near future was 
not thought likely. Winchell’s spon- 
sors, feel that they had fulfilled what- 
ever obligations Rep. Dies claimed 
Was owed him by radio when they 
ave him the 15-minute session fol- 
lowing Winchell Sunday night. Any 


future mike appearances by Dies or | 


Other Congressional opponents of the 


columnist, therefor, probably will be | 
mace on time donated by the nets | 


On a public service basis. 
Dies and Winchell were 
Over 165 stations by what some ob- 
servers claim was one of the largest 
air audiences of the season, 


mary figures compiled for the Blue | 
Hooper, however, | 


hetwork by C. E. 
fail to bear out this contention. A 
quick Hooper check announced Mon- 
Gay (27) showed Winchell talking to 
an audience slightly smaller than that 
reflected by the rating agency's 
March 15 figure for the columnist. 
Dies, Sunday night, fell slightly 
tinder Winchell’s mark, according to 
Hooper. 

Further indications as to the size 
Of the audience will 
late this week when results of a 


Sp€cial Crossley poll are due. What- | 


industry is | 


ever the outcome. the 
agreed that Dies was able to project 
His message to the so-called “Win- 


Chell audience” of millions without | 


obstructions or 


hamstringing. 
Hooper 


figures were: 
(Continued on page 35) 


heard | 


Prelim- | 


be available } 


Winchell, 


Winchell-Dies Delayed Action Bomb: 


° bd stymied negotiations. 
iy ree om ssue fl p In ie Although the Guild 
on a contract terminating at the end 


of the year, which, in effect, would | 


|BLOW, BUGLE, BLOW— 


BUT NOT FOR VIDEO 


New York 802 
forced a tricky switch in NBC's tele- 


musicians Lacal 


technique at 


vision broadcasting 
Madison Square Garden two weeks 
ago when Golden Gloves boxing 


tournament went on over WNBT. 
1A bugle call heralding entrance of 
!boxers into the ring preceded each 
! bout but, because NBC had 
arrangements with the 
broadeast music from the Garden, 
lthe “ta-ra-ta-tat-ta” biz had to be 
| eliminated. 

Result was that a blank screen and 
no sound sequence greeted video 
audience at the conclusion of each 
three-rounder. Blank screen 
occasioned by dousing of arena lights 


lto heighten dramatic effect of bugle 
calls. Absence of sound came be- 
cause 802 forced NBC to cut their 


transmitting switch as soon as tne 


bugler started bugling. 


| After that, tele show re ned 
showing contestants bathea pot- 
light in their corners while Garden 
announcer boomed introes. 


Roche Leaves Ayer To 
Produce ‘Duffy’ Airer 


Jack Roche leaves the N. W. Ayer 
| Agency this week to take over the 


' production of the Ed Gardner show 
leaves for the Coast today 
| 129), Roche replaces Joe Hill, who 
| will fill an Eastern assignment for 
; Young & Rubicam, the 
| account. 

| Roche's 


| which 


agency on 


spot at N. W. Ayer will be 
| filled by Lou Fulton, who 
| writing the latter 
| Beer-Horace Heidt show. 


Hires 


agency s 


from the viewpoint of financial returns, but will not be taking | 


nade no | 
union to 


was | 


has been! n 


;ers they're now carrying. 


| With the solution for the agencies 
, seen lying along the local program 
| route, they’ve already taken up their 
| cue. 


Writers Guild, Nets 


In Compromise 


Protracted differences between the 
| Radio Writers Guild and the Blue 
| Network, CBS and NBC, were ad- 
| justed last week, with sides 
_compromising on had 


both 


issues that 


had _ insisted 


have been of 10-months duration, 
the writers finally agreed to a three- 
| year pact in return for other con- 
cessions, including the 
open salary negotiations on a yearly 
basis. 

Contract provides for pay mini- 
mum of $75 for staff script writers. 
| Previously no minimum scale had 
been in force. The Guild withdrew 
its hourly minimum demands. The 
; establishment of a Guild shop and 
|} other basic working 
carried over into the new 


conditions are 
contract. 


Anti-Bigotry Plea Given 
Stations Gratis By WOV 


“tolerance” 


' 
| 
| 
Stemming from its 
campaign. 
ing special Easter program 


to other Italian-language stations. 


gratis 


Quarter-hour session, based on an 
article by Archbishop Francis J. 
Spellman entitled “Bigotry is un- 
American” will be aired over WOV 
today at 2 p. m. and will immediately 


be made available on transcription 


to stations coast to coast carrying 
Italian-language programs. Figuring 
that Archbishop Spellman’s message 
‘is important boost for racial good- 
will, WOV wants to give it widest 
possible circulation and is under- 
writing entire cost of discs and 
mailing. | 
Program consists of most trenchant 
excerpts of American mag _ piece 
translated into dramatic narrative 
form, with background of Lenten 
organ music. Diana Baldi, indie’s 
top Italian-language woman com- 
mentator, will be narrator. 


veteran 
shifted 


Minneapolis—Hale Byers, 
ember of WCCO staff, has 
‘to radio advertising section of 


BBD&O.”. Mi ffice. 


neapolis 


go in for such programming because 
sales | 


right to re-'! 


WOV. N. Y.. is distribut- | 


+ 
} 
| 
| 


| Page Jimmy Valentine 


Unusual demand for ducats 
for the Vimms-Frank Sinatra 
show, which has just moved east 
and emanates from N. Y. tonight 
(29), has put the pasteboards at 
a premium. In fact, at CBS, 
where as with the other nets, 
there’s usually a “help vourself” 
policy for employees, the tickets 
have been locked in a safe. 

And the only ones with the 
combination are  prexy Bill 
Paley, who's in Europe, and the 
guy in charge of the tickets. 


Benny Switch Has Further Kickback 
In Jamming NBC Program Skeds 


¢ The Jack Benny divorce from 


Gen- 
eral Foods and subsequent realign- 
ment of the George Washington Hill 


| (Benny's new sponsor) NBC sched- 


| ule last week found NBC execs 


lite 


;erally breaking out into a sweat in 


an attempt to straighten out an awk- 
waid situation. 
As was expected, Hill announced 


}he was giving up the Friday night 


| 8-8:30 spot on the net, since he 


W as 
taking over the Benny Sunday night 
7-7:30 time segment. As far as Hill 


| \.as concerned, it was a good out, his 
> . . 
| Friday night “Al] Time Hit Parade” 


ling show. 


e 
Dizzy Now Rea 
continuous production. Hence up to | y 


University Dean 


| profs out around St. Louis tear their 
jhair because of the way he mur- 
idered the King’s English and had 
youngsters borrowing from his col- 
| orful Jexicon of hill-billy and dia- 
;mond phrases, is going on the air 
| this year over the St. Louis Uni- 
| versity station, WEW. Not known 
|; Whether purists on the faculty raised 
{any objections when they heard Jay 
Hanna had been signed to broadcast 


deal was set through Falstaff 
brewery and KWK, Mutual affiliate 
in the Mound City. 
It’s also understood some eyebrows 
are being raised over suds being 
plugged on educational outlet, but 
diamondcasts have been accepted re- 
| gardless. Johnny O’Hara, of KWK’s 
sports staff, will work with Dean 
on home games of both Cards and 
| Browns. Only the afternoon games 
will be aired by WEW, with WTMV, 
East St. Louis, stepping into the pic- 
ture to handle 44 arclight contests 
| skedded by the two clubs. 
Falstaff has an “exclusive 
{Cards and Browns to sponsor the 
| games but was unable to find time 
|on KWK’s heavily committed sched- 
ule for the daily airings. Hence the 
(Continued on page 32) 


with 


‘It’s Nice to Feel That 


The Bible Has a Pretty 
Good Crossley Rating 


Reaction to “Light of the World,” 


NBC series dealing with the Old 
Testament, sponsored by General 
Mills and currently in its fourth 


| vear, has cued the decision of Trans- 
american, which packages the 
to whip together a series based on 
the New Testament. 

New program is being planned as 


a half-hour, six-times-a-week night 


show, 


show, with possibility that General 
Mills may again sponsor. “Light of 
the World,” written by Katherine 
Seymour, has had a_ consistently 
favorable rating and rathe) han 
break up the continuity of the Old 
Testament series. it was decided to 
do a eparate show on the New 


Testament. 


| Klose Quits Y&R 


Woody Klose, director of duytime 
radio for Young & Rubicam, is turn- 
ing fulltime farmer at his dairy farm 
in Dutchess County, N. Y. His with- 
drawal from Y & R into the fulltime 
farm operation gives him a 2C status 
as essential to the war effort. 


| Frank Telford, who directed the 
CBS “Valiant Lady” serizl. has 
joined the Y & R production staff. 
Succeeding him on “Lady” is Eddie 
Zicca, who ‘comes from WWJ 


Detroit. 


| with 


|; Benny summer replacement. 


never quite registering as a top-rat- 
Hill announced he was 
“All Time” over the 
Gen- 
eral Foods, losing the valuable Sun- 
day spot which Benny took along 
him in the switchover. was 
given first crack at the open Friday 
time. However, the situation de- 
veloped where GF, needing a half- 
hour spot for its new Frank Morgan 
show, found itself with 30 minutes 


moving 


directly opposite ‘ts own Kate Smith 


Via Suds Sponsor 


program on CBS. 
In an attempt to satisfy one of iis 


| top-spending clients, NBC went to 
Dizzy Dean who last year made | 


work trying to reshuffle its program- 
ming schedule. * In the hopes that it 
could spot the new Genera] Foods 
show into the Thursday night time 
uow occupied by Bob Burns, NBC 
came up with a _ suggestion that 
Burns be moved over to the Friday 
night 8-8:30 slot now held by Cities 
Service. Going a step further, it 
sought to advance “Amos ‘n’ Andy” 
into the spot being vacated by “All 
Time,” thus giving Lever Bros. the 


full hour stretch and the benefit © 
baseball over the varsity station but | sree 


the network discount. That left Cities 
Service in a tough spot, however, 
since it would force its Lucille Man- 
ners concert program back to the 10 


| o'clock “Amos ’n’ Andy” spot. Cities 


| 


| 


| WEAF, WJZ and WOR 
‘local 802 


| For Fulltime Farming 


| ing Company. 


Service reportedly rixed the idea, 
leaving GF with the original open 
half-hour opposite its Kate Smith 
show, where matters now stand. 


Revise N. Y. Scale 
For Air Musicians 


Coincident with the completion of 
new contracts between WABC, 
and N. Y. 
of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicans, the local advised 
of a new radio scale for musicans, 
effective April 1. New rates call for 
$14 per man for a program up to 30 
minutes and $18 per between 30 and 
not over 60 minutes, Rehearsal pay 
remains as is, $6 each hour. 

Difference between the old and 
new rates isn’t actually as much as 
it sounds, Previously scale called 
for $12 per man for anything up to 
and not beyond one hour, but regu- 
lations demanded at least two hours 
of rehearsal. This rule has been 
dropped, which means_ individtal 
musicians may or may not earn more 
on full hour shows, depending on 
the rehearsal necessary. 


NBC Going Whole Hog 
On Symph Series Via 
‘Orchestras of Nation’ 


Chicago, March 28 
A new concert series to be called 
Orchestras of the Nation” is planned 


by NBC following the five Saturday 
programs being given by 
the Chicago Symphony orchestra, 
Latter made its debut last week. This 
was revealed by Samuel Chotzinoff, 
NBC director of music, while here. 
While definite arrangements have not 
yet been completed, it is planned to 
pick up major symphony concerts 
throughout the country for the Sat- 
urday afternoon broadcasts. 

Initial Chicago Symphony Orchere 
tra concert broadcast over the 
entire network, also shortwaved to 
Central and South America, and was 
carried by the Canadian Broadcast- 
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VARIETY 


‘s 


Wednesday, March 29, 1944 


From the Production Centres 


NBC Repeat April 4 
On ‘Assignment U.S.A.’ 


“Assignment U. S. A.” half - hour 
program aired several weeks ago in 
the NBC sustaining series, “Words At 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Moe Zudikoff. one of radio’s busiest musicians, into the Navy April 1 
....John Reed King handles the announcing chores on the Sinatra show | 
for Vimms starting tonight (29) Lynn Gardner, songstress currently 
at the St. Regis hotel, guests on the “Here’s to Romance” CBS program | 
(30). 
wife of Lyman Bryson, CBS director of | 


tomorrow night 
Mrs. Hope Mercereau Bryson . 
education, died last week in Harkness Pavilion hospital following lengthy 


| 


illness... .Scrinters Addy Richton and Lyn Stone surprised cast of “This 
Life Is Mine” with a birthday cake last week marking program’s first 


anniversary on air Dr. James Rowland Angell. of NBC, former Yale 
prexy, and Robert J. Landry, of CBS. will address the Spring Conference 
of the Radio Council of Greater Boston at Springfield tomorrow (30)... 
CBS station relations division occupying temporary quarters in net’s Madi- 
son avenue headquarters while 10th floor space is being remodeled. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Glenn Riggs will be the announcer on the new Libby show.... Visitors 
during the week were Owen Balch, KSAL, Salina, Kas.; Steve Mudge, 
D'Arcy Agency, New York; Jack Latham, Roy Durstine, New York, and 
Fred Weber, WDSU. New Orleans....Johnny Betts, the singing salesman, 
is headed for the Navy....After sporting a premature GI haircut for sev- 
eral weeks Cliff Johnson finally received his orders and is now at the 
Great Lakes Training Station....Dave Bacal, WBBM staff organist, has 
passed his physical....NBC threw a press party at the Stevens hotel in 
honor of Desire Defauw following the broadcast of the new Chicago Sym- 
phony series last Saturday (25)....Dan Ryan, former member of the WGN 
production staff, has been commissioned a second lieutenant in the Army 
Air Forces Admunistrative branch, and is stationed at Patterson Field, 
Ohio... .Catherine Haney, script writer for Dancer, Fitzgerald and Sample, 
received two government citations for excellence in writing OWI mes- 
sages....Arthur C Page, WLS Farm Program Director, delivers an ad- 
dress April 14 before the Agricultural Section of the Illinois Educational 
Assn. at annual meeting in Springfield....Augie Klein, member of the 
Range Riders, WLS musical act, reports for induction next month. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Two of radio’s better warblers will be missing before the season ends. 
Dennis Day goes into the Navy as an ensign April 15 and Harry Babbitt 
will have to be replaced on Kay Kyser’s program due to military needs 
....Ginny Simms will be doing her shows with eastern GI's for a month 
beginning April 4. Between broadcasts she'll tour camps and hospitals in 
the New York area....Matty Malneck drew the stick on Joe E. Brown's 
travel quizeroo....Lewis & Howe (Tums) picked up “Date With Judy” 
for another semester... Jack Benny will troupe through the northwest 
when he goes to Vancouver to help the Canadian government launch a War 
Loan drive....Ed Foreman, writing jokes for Abbott and Costello, moving 
over from the Frank Sinatra vitamin show... .Bill Holmes took Sid Good- 
win’s production berth at KFI-KECA when the latter went on Leo Tyson's 
payroll at the Blue....Announcer Bill Bivins has a date with his draft 
board in Charlotte, N. C., April 1. No foolin’....Packard-Bell’s quarter- 
hour dramatized war vignettes moved over to CBS after long stretch on 
NBC....Edgar Bergen has the itch to take Charlie overseas during the 
summer layoff period. Also under consideration is a move to New York 
for four broadcasts just before the season ends for the java show last 
Sunday in May....Norman Siegel, radio ed of Cleveland Press, hustled 
back home to talk it over with his draft board. He was accompanied by 
Bill Forman, announcer-actor....Other 1A’s among the barkers are Bill 
Crago and John Kennedy....Don Belding east for three weeks and Ed 
Cashman west for same spell, both on biz for Foote, Cone & Belding. 


‘Symposium Free Radio?” 
Cues Ohio State Institute May 5-8 


Considerable interest is already + 


eing attached to e 15 annua 
Radio Institute of Ohio State Uni-| Mostelanetz, T. Dorsey 
Airers to Be V-Disced 


versity, which gets under way May 
Entire musical portion of the 


5 in Columbus, O. Coming on the 

heels of the current Winchell-Dies 
freedom-of-the-air showdown, the |A®dre Kostelanetz Coca-Cola show 
|Sunday (2) will be taken off the air 
iy Symposium, | fo, V-dises and distribution among 
on “How Free Is Radio?”, shapes up | servicemen overseas. In addition to 
as a provocative sessidn, with pos- orch renditions Army pressings will 
sibility that out of it may come a | be made of guest performances by 
| Sgt. Eugeus List, Eleanor Steber 
It’s planned to 


dae 
opening-aay 


blueprint for future policy. Insti- 


War,” is getting a repeat next Tues- 
day (4) in the same 11:30 midnight 
slot. 

Program will be heard over a 57- 
station hookup hitting as far west as 
Denver. “Assignment” was written 
by Richard McDonagh. 


Norfolk Burns 
On Overselling 
Of ‘Opry Ducats 


Norfolk, March 28. 

Norfolk townspeople were plenty 
burned through overselling of tick- 
ets to WSM Grand Ole Opry when 
the show played the new USO 
Arena last week. 

Hundreds who bought tickets days 
ahead and traveled hundreds of 
miles were refused admittance, and 
to add to their ire, a heavy down- 
pour occurred while they were mill- 
ing around outside. The arena seats 
4,500, and three performances drew 
attendance of over 12,000, including 
1,500 service men admitted free. 

Patrons who held tickets but 
couldn’t get in bounced back on the 
USO. Leon E. Leighton, associate 
regional supervisor, said USO had 
nothing to do with handling tickets, 
simply leasing Arena to Opry com- 
pany and receiving 1,500 pasteboards 
for free distribution to service men. 

“I am, however, taking up the 
matter with headquarters of the 
show, and hope to have statement 
soon regarding refunds,” he said. 


Talent Beefs On 


Guester Payoff 


Number of “in-betweeners” occa- 
sionally called on by the agencies to 
guest on air shows, and who usually 
rate between the $250 and $350 
bracket for each shot, seem to have 
a different evaluation of their worth, 
particularly after they find out that 
another exceeded their fee by $25 or 
$50. 

As a result some of the agencies 
in recent weeks haye been the tar- 
get of criticism from their 
“talent lists,” the squawkers con- 
tending that “unless we’re consider- 
ed on a par, remuneratively, with, 
so-and-so you can count us out in|} 
the future.” 

Although the so-called “in be- 
tweeners” as a rule are classified by 
the agencies as to the fees they 
merit, it appears that when they 
congregate after broadcasts to ex- 
chanpe confidences, they loose in 
no uncertain terms. Invariably there 
are discrepancies as to their own| 
and the agencies’ evaluation of their | 
talents. 


|and Leonard Warren. 
| make 8,000 records of each selection, 

Capt. Robert Vincent with the 
music section of the Army special 
services in 
plan to record V-discs from Tommy 
Dorsey's “Spotlight Band” broadcast 
for coke (17). Account is handled by 
D’Arcy. 


tute will continue through May 8. 
H. V. Kaltenborn will preside over 
opening symposium, with likelihood 
that Cecil Brown. stormy petrel of 
the CBS censorship controversy of 
last summer, will play a prominent | 
role. I. Keith Tyler, of Ohio State 
University, who again is setting up 
the program, spent several days in 


N. Y. last week mapping final de- | BASIE PACTS INITIAL 


tails. 


Symposium will also be featured 0 ? 
by participation of Edgar Kobak. | 
Blue network exee v.p.: Thomas | 
committee of tl Civil Libert Ted Collins to be a weekly feature 
tee he ri siberties 


a : ; on the Kate Smith show for as long 
Union; John H. Ryan. newly-elected | 
s the leader remains in N. Y. with 


rexy of the National Assn. of ; ; 
tn rs. and Ernest Bushnc "1 his band. Basie, spotted solo, start- | 

f the C lian Broadcasting Cor: -d his string last Friday (24). It’s 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., | , wie 
iis first commercial radio spot, with | 
which is currently involved in poli- 4g 

. or without nis orcnestra, 
tical bickering with Parliament. | — , 


Basie outfit closes at the Roxy the- 
atre, N. Y., today (Wednesday) and 
opens April 6 at the Lincoln hotel, 


Tentative accentances for participa- 
tion have been received from NBC} 
prexy Niles Trammell, James F. Fly, 
FCC chairman, and Senator Burton N. 


K. Wheeler, co-author of the confro- 
versial White-Wheeler bill. Dick Pack ‘Newsreel’ Is 
WNEW G.I. Replacement 


“Radio in the War” will keynote 
the Institute sessions, with a sym- 


posium on battle‘ront reporting to “Wings Over N. Y.,” GI show 
highlight the theme. Paul White, of from Mitchel Field, N. Y.,- heard 


CBS, is setting up the program de- Monday night over WNEW goes off 
tailing America’s coverage of the next Monday (3). 

war. Canada’s method ef transerib-| Replacer is a 15-minute stanza, 
ing battle reports for CBC will be|“AAF Newsreel,” written by Pvt. 
outlined by D. C. McArthur, chief) Richard Pack, former WOR, N. Y.., 
editor of the Canadian net's news| publicity director now stationed at 
service. the base. 


N. Y. also is setting up | 


Frankie Carle-Jones 
As Permanent Format 


Likely for Old Gold 


Now looks like Frankie Carle's | 
orchestra will go on the Wednesday | 
night CBS Old Gold show on a} 
permanent basis, instead of merely | 
| subbing for Sammy Kaye while the 


latter goes on his one-night tour 

Corte bows on the progr2m April 5 

along with Alan Jones, who'll also | 
ihe show 


Under the original plan, Kaye was 
|slated to resume on the show when 
jhe arrived in New York for engage- 
|ments at the Astor hotel and Capito! 


| theatre. 


| 
KATE SMITHS AIRER 
MARKS FITCH SWITCH 


Kate Smith virtually takes over 
the Fitch Bandwagon program 
(NBC) this Sunday (2), which has 
in the past been concerned chiefly 
with the presentation of name or- 
chestras. Singer will be backed by 
a radio orchestra under the direc- 
tion of Jack Miller, who conducts 
the band on ker own Friday pro- 
grams sponsored by General Foods. 

Lately, Fitch has been using name 


singers in additio to dance bands. 


week (21), this time with an 
best seller, “Der Fuehrer.” 


Feb. 22. 
radio because it means that t 


named Norman or Arch, who 


television reviews will reveal 


entation chore. 
top quality program. 


ducer-director. 


December. “Words” has been 
has erected its house. 


“Company’s here.” 


have sparkled. 


coln.” 


And there should be more 


them “name” value will keep 
going on. 
more shouting about it. 


own 


Good News For Radio 


“Words at War,’ NBC’s midnight serial, did it again last 


“Words,” simply reached into the book, lifted out the first 
chapter, and did an expose on “The Protocols of the Wise 
Men of Zion” and the pre-Hitler Nazi group. 


But the purpose here is not to review the program. The 
intention is to call attention to the calibre of the work being 
turned in by the production staff on “Words at War.” 
the second time in a month this series has presented an out- 
standing show, the other having been “Assignment U. S. A..” 


The point is that this surge of manpower is good news for 


tion and who, if they start digging into the “know how,” will 
give a lift to the production end of television when that -:nira- 
cle is ready to extend its bid. A weekly glance over “Variety's” 


duction and that the supervision of production will always 
be tele’s most vulnerable point. 


Anton Leader forcing his way to the fore as a producer re- 
minds that there is another group also doing a highlight pres- 
This reference is to the Mutual outfit con- 
cerned with turning out “Abe Lincoln’s Story,” still the air’s 
This squad consists of H. Bedford- 
Jones and Carl Haverlin, writers, with Alan Fishburn the pro- 


There can be little doubt that “Lincoln” and “Words at 
War” have become radio’s two-ace series of the current sea- 
son. “Lincoln” hopped into this niche from its inception last 


“Words” follows Corwin’s new enterprise on Tuesday nights, 
but that is no reason to say that either this Radio City prod- 
uct or “Lincoln” is going to make anyone forget Corwin and 
Oboler. Yet, they do signify that for these two boys it means, 
Oboler recently turned in a show for the 
Bond Drive (“It’s Happening to Me”) which, if it hadn’t been 
for limitation of budget and supervisory restriction, could 


Radio ought to feel pretty good about “Words” and “Lin- 
These programs indicate that the production end is 
not just going to flounder into television. 
leaders who will show the way are coming to the front, and 
lucky are the networks that have them. 


Opportunity and a publicity plan by their networks to give 


When the manpower is there—radio can do with 


excerpt from Konrad Heiden’s 
Anton Leader, producer of 


This is 


here are others, not necessarily 
are doing a job, deserve atten- 


how feeble is tele on the pro- 


sawing wood for 41 weeks and 


The production 


where these boys came from. 
everyone in touch with what’s 


Sid. 


Moonlight Mackerel’ Still Goes 


For NAB, Fly Tells 


Lea Probers 


| by Bob Bentley. 


| painless 


CINCY TIMES-STAR 
DROPS RADIO COLUMN 


Cincinnati, March 28. 

In whittling to space shrinkage, 
the Times-Star last week dropped 
its radio column, which France 
Raine conducted as a daily feature. 
Sheet is linked with WKRC, Mutual 
affiliate. 

The Cincy Post, tied in with 
WCPO, both Scripps-Howard hold- 
ings, dropped its radio column last 
year. 

That leaves the Enquirer, town’s 
only morning paper, as the lone car- 
rier of a radio news column, handled 
It’s the one paper 
here without a station hookup, al- 
though Bentley: does a nightly news- 
cast on WSATI and Lou Smith, base- 
ball editor, hits the same _ station 
nightly with a 15-minute sports pro- 
gram. 


‘OWI Wants ‘Painless’ 


Messages As Integral 


Part of Top Air Shows. 


Chicago, March 28. 

With Office of War Information 
war messages attaining an estimated 
7,672,060,000 listener impressions for 
the first 12 weeks of this year, the 
domestic radio division is making an 
all-out effort for quality, rather than 
quantity, and are aiming toward 
messages worked into the 
body of top shews. It ts believed 
that a near saturation point has been 
reached in the number of OWI mes- 
sages heard over the air in the past 
12-week period. 

This is due mostly to the intensive 
campaign put on for the Fourth War 
Loan Drive which topped the list of 
figures, shown in the latest OWI 
bulletin by 1,293,632,000 listener im- 
pressions, seconded by Food Fights 
for Freedom and Rationing with 1,- 
120,506.000 impressions. 


Washington, March 28. 

FCC Chairman James L. Fly, ad- 
mitted before the Lea investigating 
committee today (Tues.) that in 1941, 
during the NAB convention, he lik- 
ened that organization to a “dead 
mackerel in the moonlight because it 
both shines and stinks,” and said 
| that, as far as he was concerned, the 
pungent description still goes. 

Fly qualified his remark by saying 
| that he was not referring to NAB 
member stations, but only to the 
management, Mark Etheridge, 
jheads of the two big broadcasting 
;chains, Asked by Rep. Louis E. 
| Miller, Missouri Republican, why he 
| thought the NAB “stinks,” Fly re- 
| plied: 
| ‘Because it is trying to control a 
| vast industry through two large net- 
| works. I think the broadcasters 
| ought to have an association not 
dominated by the two big nets. The 
}interests of most of them are often 
| not parallel with those of the big 
|networks. The independent stations 


and 


| have no way to be heard and I think 
they are entitled to a better deal.” 

Etheridge blasted Fly and the FCC 
on the floor of the 1941 convention 
| Shortly after the commission releas- 
ed a report regarding monopolies in 
broadcasting setups. Flv admitted 
today (Tues.) that he and Etheridge 


| 


| Staged a wordy battle when they 
|met later but said the convention 


| 
| refused to allow him time to reply 
| 


to the attack that same day. Subse- 

| quently NAB sent an “appeasement 
committee” to him, Fly testified, of- 
fering him an opportunity to be 
heard which was turned down. On 
this occasion, the FCC chairman ad- 
|mitted, he likened NAB to a dead 
fish, 


Minneapolis.— Walter Raschick, ex- 
“Variety” mugg, grabbed off pood 
spot in radio department of Camp- 
bell-Mithun, Inc., after a number of 
years with Knox-Reeves in the same 
line. 


ae 
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Books for this photograph supplied courtesy of Brentano's 


800 books—60,000,000 words—20 books a week... 


That is the reading and analyzing done 
by the Script Division of NBC’s Program 
Department to select for dramatization 
on NBC’s “Words At War” series the 
most vital and important books of the 
year. 

Typical of the 40 books selected to date 
for “Words At War” dramatization was 
Selden Menefee’s “Assignment: U.S. A.” 


Menefee covered America in a 15,000- 
mile trek. He put in his book what he saw 


*“WORDS AT WAR,” broadcast in co- 
Operation with the Council of Books in 
Wartime, is heard Tuesday nights at 
11:30 p.m. (EWT). At the suggestion of 
the press who rated it so highly, and feel 
strongly that those who missed it should 
be given an opportunity to hear it, NBC 
will rebroadcast “Assignment: U.S.A.” at 
11:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 4. 


and heard: racial prejudice, anti-Semitism, 
indifference. 


NBC opened the book and gave dra- 
matic life to cold type with a forceful, 
driving broadcast that blasted the nation 
with truth.* 


The result: Vagjiety said:...“this was, 


They all tune to the 


roadcasting Company 


it’s a National Habit 


and will remain, among the outstanding 
programs of ’44.” John K. Hutchens 
wrote in The New York Times: “... the 
boldest, hardest hitting program of 1944 
... there are things that need to be said 
and the National Broadcasting Company 
had the courage to allow them to be said.” 


“Words At War” is only one of the many 
NBC built-and-produced programs that 
go out over the nation throughout the 
day and night. 


* * * 


It is the combined skill of the NBC 
writers, directors and producers—all 
experts in their craft—which has contrib- 
uted in large measure to the truth that 
NBC is “The Network Most People Listen 
to Most.” 


America’s No. 1 Network 


A Service of Radio 
Corporation of America 
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Triple-Checking 


Agency 


emanating 


producer 


from 


script and asked to read her 
room to check on her 
ked the writ 


the results, and as 
Latter, 


Then the WAC 


room too, 
sai 
rer lines, 
ed. They 
one another 

“What the hell.” 


bewilde: 


New 


show's paces at a rehearsal last 


and writer 


York 


voice, 


expressed 


1 that it 


she'd like to go into the contt 


‘edly. 


said the producer, 


lines, 


ot one of 


were vou 


week. Un 


the pro 


delivery. ete. 


} 
SNOWS 


nighttime variety 


a WAC guest through the 


iformed gal was handed her 


ucer going into the control 


He came out, pleased with 


-to do a double-check from the control 


~ 
the producer 


OL Fe 


“are 


agreed and half way through the script suddenly 


vith the results. 


and the writer would read 
vom and hear how it sound- 
looked at 


we doing this for?” 


Steady Audience Climb 
For ‘Sardi’s’ Reflected 
In New Hooper Report 


March ratings for daytime | 
shows brought “Breakfast at 
Sardi’s,” 11:15 am. Blue 
ture for Kellogg, in third place with 
an audience 
were “Ma Perkins” (CBS) and “Girl 
Marries” (NBC) with 8.7 and 8.4 re- 
spectively. 

The 11 a.m. “Sardi’s” show, spon- 
sored by P&G, knocked off fifth 
place in the Hooper report with 7. he 
just below Kate Smith with 7.8. 
/ Others in top 10 include “Stella Dal- 


Hooper 


PHILLY RADIO ALSO 
INTO LEGIT HOUSE BIZ 


Philadelphia, March 


radio station to lease a theatre for 


WFIL becomes the 


visual broadcasts. 


theatre, 
theatre 


ne 


Station last week signed contract 
to take over the Plays and Players 
home of noted Philly dittle 
WVFIL will dedicate | 
the theatre April 11 with Blue an- 
ton Cross as m.c. 


group. 


yuncer Mil 


first 


Jack 


28. | Jack 
Philly | exec a 
Publix 


elevis 


| 
| 
} 
{ 


Barry, 
duction for 
‘soundies), has ghosted books on the- 
atre operation and exploitation. 


Barry to Y&R 


For Com’! Televisio 


the Minoco 


until recently head of pro-} 
Studios! 


“Widder Brown,” 7.6; “Big 
“Our Gal Sunday.” 7.3, 
and “Life Can Be Beautiful,” 7.3. 

“Sardi’s” jump. reveals steady 
Ni audience i increase since last October 


Has.” 7.6: 
Sister,” 7.4: 


the KABC staff¥ to be called to armed 
; service is Ted Eckman, 
rector chief 
| will be stationed at Kelly Field. 


wer 


some ans 
was made. For 


s two or mo 
this reason 


ations were 3! 


re st A 
in right 


the totals 


iven. 


credit wat give 


Complete con 


n vary- 


test 


hand colum 


n to each. To of 


o reply 


estions 
her wero. 


t 
tabulations are on file @ 


is under: the s same “sound: management ‘policy 3s wNox 


Tenn. and WMPS’ Memphis, Tenn," 


web fea- 
| applies, 
figure of 7.8. Toppers | 


| ease, 


the 
vealed the fact. 


Barry, former Paramount}! “ hen rating was 4.3. According to 
time Read of the | Hooper report average a\ ailable 
school for training theatre | daytime audience was 71.6, down 1.8 
. |f{rom a year ago. 
managers. has joined Young & Rubi- 
cam to handle commercial films and |! 
ion. San Antonie.—Latest member of 


announcer. He | made cut similar in design to that topping Sullivan's features, 


inside Stuff—Radio + 


Failure of originating stations to confine programs to the time 4a) llotted 
them has been causing the networks some anxiety in recent weeks, with 
at least one of them being obliged to send out a general memorandum, to 
“reaffirm our policy of long standing.” 

Mutual execs last week served notice on all originating stations to eqn 
clude all programs at the 30-second mark ahead of the next feature. This 
it was emphasized, to sustaining and commercial shows Phi 
Memorandum points out that whenever runovers appear imminent, the 
Mutual execs expect the originating stations to “exercise the author; ity 
given them” to cut commercial programs on time. The stations have bee n 
apprised, however, of certain exceptions, including talks by the Preside nt, 
leaders of Allied Nations, playing of the National Anthem and commere: al 
sports events. But in any case, they cannot exceed the time without per- 
mission from the Mutual program depariment. 


Chicago station looking for a baseball announcer to hold in readiness jn 
the event the one it has signed to use goes in the Army. queried the sil. 
stitute about his draft status. Station execs were told that he hadn't 
heard from his draft board, but that to set his and everyone's mind at 
he would make a check 
Announcer went to his board that afternoon and the next day he was in 
Army. His papers had been lost at the board and his checkup re. 
Board apparently was short of its quota and it shipped 
him for an induction exam immediately. 


Radio editress Harriet Van Horne’s cute takeoff in the World-Telly, N. ¥;. 
Saturday (25) on Ed Sullivan's gossip column in the Daily News got into 
print, but didn’t reach many subscribers. Parody, headed up by especially 
Was yanked 


| after first edition hit the streets. 
Lee Wood, W-T manaving editor, confirmed fact that the column was 
lifted after early edition. Woods said nothing in particular about the 


yanked; that decision was made because of “lime 


matter. 


column caused it to be 
ited appeal” of subject 


Any reference “Oklahoma” in publicity -releases involving members 
of the cast appearing on radio shows must carry a Theatre Guild credit 
line, the legit organization has ruled. 


Guild recently nixed copy sent out by J. Walter Thompson agency anent 
Alfred Drake’s Owens-Illinois “Broadway Matinee” show on CBS becaiuse 
legit show’s sponsorship was lacking. Now Guild insists that even references 

» Jay Blackton, appearing on the Saturday RCA show on the Blue. must 
carry Guild tag in identifying him as ex-conductor of pit orchestra 


Biue network sales foree did some hand-rubbing last week when mail 
response on Ed and Polly East’s “Ladies Be Seated.” 2:50 p.m. five-times- 
a-weeker, started rolling in. Pitch was a tun book containing pies of Ed 
and Polly, vocalist Lee Sullivan, pepper-upper Wait Framer and organist 


Bob Hamilton, principals on the audience particination hokum stanzz. 


Nickels for the book started rolling in early in the .week at the rate of 
7.000 a day and reached the 50,000 mark by Thursday, according to the 
web, ,which estimated the weekly mail response at over 200.000 teticrs. 
Major soap company reportedly is interested in sponsorship with other 


nibbles also on the fire. 


“Variety® 
Ives that it’s the Hollve 


doing a radio vs story, followup on ‘the 
radio bunch have e 


thought of a possible schism. 


Newsweek is 
but the 
which created any 


pix 


stories, xpressed themse 
woed end 


Kaye-Lux deal was called off after it was discovered that the 
tirst Goldwyn starrer, “Up In Arms,” didin't 
full hour’s radio tabloidization. 


Danny 
comedian’s 
substance for a 


have enough plot 


Mag’s Experiment In 


Tele Preems Tonight (29) 


Mademoiselle will make its tele- 
vision debut over station W2XWV | 
tonight (29) at 9:45 p.m. It’s first 


class magazines to experi- 


among 


ment with television. 

Mag is using this new visual di-| 
mension to project “what's new” in | 
the news, in fashion, in jobs and 
future and in fun. All features 


chosen for dramatization are trom 
the March “What's New” issue of the 
mag. | 


Dizzy Now Real 


Continued from page 29 —— 


deal for WEW and WTMYV, with 
other Missouri stations also 
lined up as a midget network. 
Dropping of baseball by KWK 
points up situation which in last 
couple of years has been b.b. airings 
headed for indies because network 
affiliates could not clear time. New 
York this year will get baseball via 
indies WHN and WINS. whereas in 
past games were aired by WEAF. 


WABC and WOR. 


Barber, nad Pacted 


But Both Face Induction 


Red Barber and Connie Desmond, | 
vet spielers for Old Gold, have been 
signed for the Brooklyn Dodgers 
games over WHN, N. Y., again this 


four 
being 


George E. Halley 


TEXAS RANGERS LIBRARY 


HOTEL PICKWICK ¢ KANSAS CITY, MO. 


season, but each has been reclassified 
1-A. Sponsor will start season with 
duo, anyway, and face replacement 
problem if and when it arises. Post 
and pre-game gab sessions for WHN, 
handled by Bert Lee and Marty 
Glickman under several sponsors for 


Overseas for USO Since Jan. 
'43—Now Touring British Isles 


the two daily 15-minute shots, also 
will start although Glickman, too. 


is headed for a uniform. 

Don Dunphy, will team with the 
vet baseball comic, Al Schacht. for 
Yankees and Giants home games over 
WINS. Here Sponsor Gillette is faced 
with complication in that Schacht 
may be called on for repeat morale 
tour of overseas camps similar to 


FRED LIGHTN ER 


Dir.: PHIL COSCIA 


one he made last year. 


aren 


| 
| 
| 
A Radio News Quiz, held through blind ads in | Bs 
all Cincinnati's papers, brought 1608 replies. a: i. 
Received and tabulated by two impartial | LT 
Cincinnati Advertising Agencies, these replies | TEXAS 
| show that WCPO overwhelmingly leads as the iii T C ERS | 
tation Cincinnatians listen to their news on, 4 RANG 
4 y also WCPO was picked as the station listened Po a ee : | 
>to most all day long by-most-of-the- | — 
| i KVOD | 
| 
listen mostly | DENVER A 
the news on 4 | wa _ 
TION... | | 
| ...also selling many 
other products on many. 
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JIMMY THE GREAT 


Being a Congratulatory Note On the First 
Birthday of the Durante-Moore Show 


By JOHN K. HUTCHENS 


HEY marked the first anniversary night be- 

fore last of the Jimmy Durante-Garry Moore 

program (WABC-CBS, Fridays, 10 P.M.), and 
all right-thinking radio listeners must have felt that 
they were entitled to help light a candle on the 
birthday cake, while prophets could have said 
smugly, “We told you so.” For it was a good show 
when it opened, and it is a better one now, and an 
old Durante addict might as well come out this morn- 
ing and admit frankly that he hopes it runs forever. 


Around the show business these days there is much 
talk of the Durante “come-back,” which finds the 
great man riding the crest: a vastly successful night 
club engagement, recently concluded; another trip 
impending to that Hollywood which made such ill 
use of his talents in other years, and this radio show, 
by which he has renewed acquaintance with old ad- 
mirers and. found new friends by the millions, coast 
to coast. It couldn’t have happened, as the saying 
goes, to a nicer guy, and it is agreeable to think that 
radio has played a part in the return of a truly great 
performer. 


But It’s O. K. Now 


The fact is, radio can scarcely point the finger at 
Hollywood for its clumsy treatment of the magnifi- 
cent Jimmy. There were times, a few years back, 
when radio was quite as inept as the films in mak- 
ing use of his special gifts. But it has made up for 
that now, and thus erased a dark stain from the his- 
tory of broadcasting. All he needed, it transpired, 
was a program pattern in which you wouldn’t nec- 
essarily have to see him to appreciate him. His 
present sponsor, or rather the agency that represents 
it, found such a pattern, and almost at once the world 
seemed a shade brighter. 


As this department was saying a year ago, it is 
no use pretending that merely hearing Jimmy is the 
equivalent of hearing and seeing him. That pretty 
obvious dictum still holds, and until television gets 
fully under way he will not come storming into your 
living room, tossing hats, pounding a piano and rais- 
ing hell. In the meantime, his and Mr. Moore’s 
standard broadcast program is the next best thing. 
You find yourself glad to settle, at the moment, for 
the fact that he has a couple of writers (their names 
are Howard Harris and Syd Zelinka) who have really 
studied his stvle and who write for it, and a director, 
Phil Cohan, who knows that a major factor in the 
Durante magic is that subtle thing called pace. Back 
in the days when the Durante career was first loom- 
ing on the horizon, no bigger than a man’s hand, it 
was Robert Benchley, if memory serves, who sug- 
gested an organization consisting not just of people 
who appreciated Jimmy but who appreciated him 
for the right reasons. His present co-workers would 
belong, and that has made the difference between 
this program and some of his earlier misadventures 
on the air. 


For he cannot be the easiest radio comedian to en- 
compass in a script. He is not a wit, like Fred Allen. 
He is not a rapid-fire gagster, like Bob Hope. He 
doesn’t dazzle you with jokes; he overwhelms you 
with the sheer power of his exuberant good nature 
and a tumultuous sense of the ridiculous. If a preju- 
diced soul may go adventuring among masterpieces 
and come back with an opinion, he is at his best in 
those long epics set to music, such as “I Can Do 
Without Broadway” and, of more recent vintage, 
“Toscanini, Stokowski and Me.” But he is wonder- 
ful in anything he does. Nothing fazes him and 
nothing moves him to malice. 


In fact, that may be the essence of the Durante 
appeal: he is enormously likable. A great many 
other performers are admirable without possessing 
that special quality of likableness, but Jimmy has it 
in full measure, and it lends an added warmth and 


a kind of charm to his personality. He is one of 


those players for whom you feel a great good-will, 
as Joe Cook was. Instinctively you wish him well. 
His cheerful impudence, which punctures pomp as 
if it were a balloon, has a sort of childish gaiety 
about it that none but the dourest audience can long 
withstand. Like all the great clowns he has a gift 
for the fantastic, which, in his case, couples a whim- 
sical imagination and a happy way of mangling what 
had been the King’s English until Jimmy got a crack 
at it. 


Technigue 


And that comes over on the air, even if the rolling 
eyes and the prowling walk do not. Of course there 
is a great deal in his technique that is studied. A 
man does not play to audiences for thirty-odd years 
without learning basic rules of speed and timing, 
the latter being the most important trick in a comedi- 
an’s whole store of them. Even when he was play- 
ing a piano with one hand and tossing hats with the 
other, Jimmy had split-second timing. in radio, 
where “dead air” is an affront to art and an invita- 
tion to tune out, he has refined it still further. 


For the success of the pattern they finally found 
for Jimmy you must certainly give a deal of credit 
to Mr. Moore, the junior member of the firm. A 
young veteran of the morning radio programs, where 
the pace is a good deal more leisurely, he brings to 
the show an urbane delivery and a neat wit that 
contrast perfectly with Jimmy’s frantic nonsense, 
particularly in the sketches that Jay Sommers writes 
for them. It is a team without a straight man, a 
practice which is not favored by all “name” comedi- 
ans, but is surely a break for listeners grown weary 
of spoon-fed wags. What it all comes to is a certain 
informality very refreshing beside the rigid for- 
mulae of most night-time radio entertainments, a 
casual-sounding thirty minutes among some amiable 
people, one of whom superbly carries on the great 
and honorable tradition of the comic spirit. 


Now A 
Ppearing at th. 


Reprinted from the New York Times, March 26, 1944 
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*LET YOURSELF GQ” 

With Milton Berle, Ken Roberts. 
Jacques Renard’s orch, ZaSu Pitts 
(guest) 

Producer-Director: Hal James 

Writers: Jay Franklin Jones, David 

Victor, Peggy Ayer, Fred Norman, 
Hal Collins 

30 Mins., Tues.; 7-7:50 p.m. 

EVERSIIARP 

WIZ7-Blue, New York 


(‘Biow) 


Unless something drastic is accom- 
plished, there’s little likelihood «1 
Eversharn duplicating its Sunday 
night Phil Baker-“Take It or Leave 
It’ stanza. In fact, this new quizzer, 
whieh marks Milton 
to radio, as emcee, shaped up as a 
disappointing affair on the teeofl 
program. Idea (inviting the aud'ence 
participants to “lect g0" in fulfilling 
their supnressed desires and unsatts- 
fied ambitions’. as prejected on the 
first (21) broadcast. practically com- 
bined the most bizarre features ot 
other quizzers. 

It was no fault of Berle’s. who suc- 
ceeded in salvaging some laughs 
from the hedge-podge. It’s just 
a question whether anything can 
be done with the current formot, 
which may be fool-proot as visual 
entertainment. but only succeeded in 
leaving the bewildered listener-in 
wondering why Eversharp was 
portedly willing to plunk down $4.000 
a week to the Blue Network to leave 
the spot open while the production 
boys finally evolved a suitable for- 


3erle’s retul 


YO. 


mat. What they finally came up with 
is certainly not the answer to the 
tvpe of program best suited to 


Berle’s comedic talents, or calculated | 


to hold an audience. That there was 
a liberal sprinkling of cash 
aways—judges determine via ringing 
of bells just how successfully the 
“inhibited” varticipants let them- 
selves go—didn't salve the listeners’ 
feelings any. 

ZaSu Pitts, guesting on the bow-in. 
copped one of the top $100 awards by 
satisfying a yen to knock a topper off 
a guy's head with a snowball, but 
while it may have had a modicum of 
laughs for the studio audience, it was 
singularly unfunny to the dial-twist- 
er. Program is backgrounded by the 
Jacques Renard orchestra, which was 
relegated to an unimportant role on 
the initialer. 

Commercials follow the same pat- 
ern as the Sunday night show, with 
Berle. like Phil Baker, tossing in the 
occasional “what-did-you-get-when- 
you-came-up” spiel, with. Ken Rob- 
erts otherwise treating the copy ef- 
fectively. Rose. 


SAX INTO UNIFORM 


George Sax. assistant announcing | 
suvervisor at the Blue, goes into the | 


Army April 1. 
Bill Elwell being brought in from 
the U.S.O. to succeed him. 


give-| 


“STOP OR GO” | 


With Joe E. Brown, Matiy Malneck 


orch, guests, audience participants With Raymond 


Writers: Erna Lazarus, Vic McLeod, | 

Ben Pearson | 
Producer: Sill Krauch 
30 Mins.; Thurs.; 10:50 p.m, | 
MeKESSON & ROBRINS | 
New York 

iJ. D. Tarcher) 

Using the format tried and found 
true by Eversharp and Phil Baker, 
makers of Calox (dentifrice) and 


WIZ-Blue, 


Bexel (vitamins) put Joe E. Brown 
j the interlocutor’s spot for this 
quiz show which preemed on the 
iull Blue web lost week (23). 
Comic had a few rough moments 


handling his seript but gave promise 
oi: developing into a smooth-work- 
ing emcee as soon as he gets a few 


coupled 
| orchestration, 


stunzas under his belt. 
Studio audience was with Brown): 
from the opening gun and it’s safe 


the 
hopes). 
behalf 


same is true of 
(McK & R 
Brown's unselfish labors on 
of the boys overseas tie in 
with the quiz sessions, which, like 
all the others, spotlights uniformed 
men on the receiving end of cash 
awards. In this case they range 
from $2 to $80, depending upon suc- 
cess with which contestants handle 
consecutive queries. 
Correct answers in 


to assume 
millions 


seen 


fields chosen 


| 


nicely | 


bv quizzees take them on mythical | 


destination 
prize money. 
Incorrect answers slice money al- 
ready won in half so that nobody 
leaves the studio emptv handed un- 
less thev flunk the first question. 

Sponsay is making syre nobody 
forgets its part in the show with 
opening night’s mythical tours be- 
ine routed through Bridgeport 
(home of McK & R) twice for plug 
purposes in addition to customary 
{commercials to oven, close and at 
| halfway mark. It might have been 
well to identify Brown just as often 
for the benefit of late tuners who 
didn’t catch opening announcement. 

Guest for preem was Dorothy 
| Lamour who gagged with Brown be- 
| fore giving out with so-so version of 
| “Mood for Love.’ Matty Malneck’s 
band cued in nicely on music ques- 


with each 
doubling the 


s0urneys 
reached 


| tions and otherwise bolstered the 
| Show. “Stop or Go” should be a 
| fixture for the next few months 


| with improvement sure after Brown 
| gets rolling. Donn. 


SNYDER JOINS BIOW AGCY. 
| C. A. Snyder, manager of the N. Y. 
Office of Russel M. Seeds ad agency 


has resigned effective April 1 to join | 


| Biow as an exec in the radio depart- 
ment. 

Snyder was formerly radio direc- 
|tor of J. Stirling Getchell and also 
| assistant ad director of Standard Oil 
lof N. J. 


“THE LONESOME TRAIN” 


Producer-director: 


(Columbia Presents Corwin) 
Massey, Burl Ives, 
Jeff Alexander 


Earl Robinson, 


Choir, Richard Huey, Hester Son-) 


dergaard, Lon Clark, Ben Osipaw, 


Larry Robinson, Lavinia White, 
Laura Dunean, William Vesey, 
Charles Alfred 


Norman Corwin 

Music: Earl Robinson 

Librettist: Cpl. Millard Lampell 

Announcer: Harry Marble 

30 Mins., Tues., March 271, 
p.m. 

Sustaining 

WABC-CBS, New York 
Inspired direction and production, 

with a brilliant musical 

introduced through 


10-10:5 


radio last week the new 


son-Cpl. Millard Lampell cantata, 
“The Lonesome Train,” under the 
most favorable auspices. The com- 


bined efforts of these creative artists 
made for an event which marked a 
new milestone for redio. 
again. was another interpretation of 
Lincoln. Textually, it offered noth- 
ing new: its appeal was directed to 
the emotions. But in translating in 
terms of a cantata the saga of the 


ereat but simple man, Earl Robin- | 


the seore, fash- 
work of great 
Add to 
Nor- 


composed 
powerful 
and deep feeling. 
a brilliant production by 
Corwin, flawless choral 


son. who 
ioned a 
warmth 

this 
man 


Robinson's narration, plus Lynn 
Murray’s exacting conducting of the 
orchestra and chorus. and it’s un- 
derstandab'e why this CBS event 
packed such a stirring and emotional 
wallop. 

“Lonesome Train” was the funeral 
cortege taking Lincoln home. Vari- 
ous facets of Lincoln's life were in- 


troduced in colorful flashes depict- 
ing the different reactions to his 
death. Both by simovle narrative 


and by singing. the Negro vreacher, 


the carpetbasver, the soldier, those | 


who mourned and those who cheered 


expressed their feelings, with al- 
ways the recurrent theme of “the 
lonesome train on the lonesome 


track.” embdhasizing the sad end of 


the man of the people. 
Robinson's earlier “Ballad for 
Americans” was built uv to a 


crescendo bv its 
coordinated thought. That’s where 
the new cantata falls short: its ef- 
fective flashes. while vaintine vivid 
portraits of the man. don't quite 
succeed in working un to the stature 
of the closing cry for freedom. The 
fact remains. however, that “Lone- 
some Train.” as presented in the 
third pf the 26-week Corwin series 
for Columbia. stands as a distinct 
contribution to radio. Rose. 


tremendous single 


Ear! Robin-! 


Here, | 


and | 
solo work of a beautifully directed | 
cast. Raymond Massey's Efncoln and | 


~ 


ANNOUNCES 


THE OPENING OF A Ce 
NEW YORK OFFICE 


at 


ONE EAST STREET 
PHONE: PLAZA 3-6690 


in charge of 


Mr. ALEX SHERWOOD 


FFECTIVE April Ist, 1944, our New York office will assume 
the complete servicing of Standard Radio’s eastern clientele 
Standard Radio Program Library subscribers in the east, heretofora 
contacted from our Chicago office, will now be handled directly ‘ 
from New York by Mr. Sherwood. The New York office will also 
take over the full stock of all Standard Radio Super Sound Effect 
records, replacing our former eastern Sound Effects representative 


“NOW IS THE TIME” 

With Jone Allison, Elaine Kent, Ethel 
Owen, Mitzi Gould, Florence Halop, | 
Jean McCoy, Cathleen Cordell, Vi- | 
vien Smolen, John Sylvester, Dick | 
Keith, Stephen Chase, Ann Kull- 


Followup Comment 


mer and orch, | Gertrude Lawrence's bowout on 
Narrator: Ernesta Barlow “ , the Revlon Sunday night Blue net- 
Producer: Nancy Osgood ; work half-hour (26) tyvified 
Writer; Priscilla Kent | sort of program which, if presented 
30 Mins., Sat... 9:50 a.m. earlier in the series, might have 
Sustaining | paid off in higher audience figures 
WEAF-NBC, New York | Miss Lawrence, ably supported by 

If this program is any criterion,; George Raft, Everett Sloane, Min- 
then the networks have been missing|erva Pious and others’ of equal 


a good bet in not giving their women | 
producers, writers, musicians and | — 
technicians more work te do. “Now; Cecil Brown continued his gibes a 
Is the Time” series of four half-hour |radio’s “Happiness Boys” on 
programs saluting women in the! MBS newscast Monday (27) by wa 
armed forces, teed off auspiciously |}ot emphasizing our lack of success i; 
Saturday (25) on the largest NBC Italy. Commentator drew share 
web of stations—105—for so early an parallel between continued Russisa: 
| hour—9:30 a. m. Production marked} successes and failure of the Casino 
a milestone in radio—the first net-! campaign, although pointing out that 
work show put on by an all-women| concern as to size of casualty lists 
crew. was in large measure responsible. 
From the initial note of musie by | + 
{Ann Kullmer and her all-girl orches- Bernard Gimbel 


talents, clicked in “Nothing Sacred.” 


+ 


| Mrs, said she'd 
| tra to the closing words ot a tight.) contribute $1,000 to Red Cross if 
} attention-holding script bv Priscilla | Dunninger would sing, and so mer- 


Kent, the stanza dramatically en-/| talist. on his Wednesday (22) broad- 
deavored to show the broadened hor-| cast, let go with “Mairzy Doats.” But 
izons of women from every walk of he found the going pretty tough, 
life. It succeeded because of some} Finally called on the audience to 
fine acting, a topflight story, compel- | pitch in on the chorus. 
ling sound effects and a= musical | —— 
background in keeping with the en- | 
tire setup. broadcast Sunday (26) was the chan- 
with a irl, not neling into the Fed penitentiary at 
ed with her part in the war effort. | : se ieee 
who joins WACs, believing inj} __ (Continued on pase 
that way she is helping her boy 
friend, who is a radio operator on an 
Army bomber. Listeners are then 
carried through WAC basic training. 
then overseas, where the girl, sta- 
tioned in the control tower at an air- 
field, finally aids in relaying a mes- 


— 


Highlight of “We, the Peonte” 


ficiently exploited. In this case, the 
sponsor's product, neckwear, was 
only pointed up by short blurbs in 
front of a rack of ties and closeups 
of one or two of the ties. The pos- 
sibility of showing a man knotting a 


sage from the bomber. which hadjtie and its subsequent appearance 
gone down in the English Channel.} under actual use was completely 


to rescuers. 
Jane Tiffany Wagner. NBC director | 
of war activities for women, can take! 
a well-earned bow for the series. She 
coordinated the work of Miss Kent. ; 
Nancy Osgood, producer: the orches- | 
tra and the technical end of the pro- | 
gram. The cast was out of the top| 
drawer and the lines were all read in 


overlooked. 


convineing style. Sten. CTIVE 
“MONEY-GO-ROUND” 
With Fred Utall, Benay Venuta, 


SALT LAKE 
MARKET 


Lanny and Ginger Gray, Ed Gard- | 
ner, guest 
Producer: Howard Carraway 
Writer: Allen Funt 
30 Mins., Saturday, 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 
W.1IZ-Blue, New York 
Latest of the quiz entries has a 
novel twist with cash award being 
determined by contestants’ choice of 
portion of running jingle sung by the 
Lanny and Ginger duo. Benay 
Venuta queries the male contestants | 


. 


while Fred Utall performs same | 
chore for the distaffers. Session 
registers as good commercial pos- | 


sibility at a relatively low budget. 

On stanza caught (25), Ed Gardner 
made a brief appearance in a short 
telephone conversation and a bit of 
chit-chat with one of the contestants 
which was somewhat tepid and 
didn’t register as particularly amus- 
ing repartee. 

Miss Venuta and Utall are both 
personable emcees while the former 
also. serves as an_ entertaining 
change-of-pacer as solo vocalist. 

Turo. 


Television Review | 


“INTERESTING PEOPLE” 

With Guy Kibbee, Anne Bracken, 
Madelyn Balaban, Marie Howard, | 
Dick Bradley 

Producer-writer: Erwin Shayne 

Wednesday (22), 9:45-10 p.m. 

BEN PULITZER NECKWEAR 

W2XWV-DuMont, New York 

(Television Workshop) 
This sight and sound layout proved | 
what’s always been a show biz ad- 


age—a good performer is good via | 
any medium. The tried trouper in 


this case was Guy Kibbee, who after | 
a short session answering some obvi- | 
ous questions, delivered sock 
monolog tailored from his routine 
| presented in 325 performances before 
| some 800,000 servicemen. Remainder 


S. S. FOX, President 
of the stanza featured another some- 
what younger monologist, Anne W. E. WAGSTAFF, Com. Mer. 


Bracken, teenster who appeared in * 

the Broadway presentation of “Lady 

in the Dark.” and Madelyn Balaban, JOHN BLAIR & co. 
National Representative 


songster-daughter of A. J. Balaban. 
managing director of the Roxy, N. Y. | 
The youngster’s makeup was _ bad. 
while the Balaban gal suffered from 
being shot at the wrong angle. 
From production viewpoint, this 
presentation had most the faults of 
its predecessors. The action was al- 
lowed to drift out to the lateral 
figures which results in elongation of 


the image; the lighting was bad, 
necessitating wide-open lenses and 
cutting down the depth of focus. 


Producers will be quick to point out | 
that almost all tele shows are in- 
adequately rehearsed. The ratio of 
rehearsal time on this show was | 
about three to one while the barest 
minimum is supposedly eight to one; |] 
with the major nets working on a 16} ae 
or 20-1 basis. This still doesn’t ex- ‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ comoleted 
cuse violation of simple basic prin-|]| New CAMEL PROGRAM, Fridsy 
ciples. | 10 p.m, EWE 
Commercial copy possibilities of 


Met.: LOU CLAYTON 


the medium stil] haven’t been suf- 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
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Hiya, Dick Himber! 

Dunninger, radio’s mind reader 
and mental wiz, had McKee- 
Albright agency execs bewild- 
ered when he left that office last 
week after a conference. 

Hat and coat in hand, Dun- 
ninger, pondering for a moment, 
turned to one of the exces and 
said, “Gosh, I forgot the address 
of that agency again. Would you 
please let me see a phone book 
so I can look up the Newell- 
Emmett office?” 


Wheeler Ni COCA-COLA MEX AIRING 

Wheeler Nixes 

WMCA Debate On D'Arcy ad agency was forced last 
Air Controversy 


week to cancel almost at the last 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler of 


minute a scheduled Coca-Cola 
broadcast from Mexico City by a 
Montana didn’t want any part of the 
wrangle between radio commenta- 


band under the direction of Gon- 
tors and Congress occasioned by the 


CBS research department has cir-| 
culated a booklet among Columbia | 
stations 
cently submitted by 111 outlets on} 
programming types and trends de-| 
sired by the web's affiliate members. } 
One outstanding fact revealed was 
| that type preferences expressed by | 


summarizing opinions re- 


Hollywood, March 28. 
Two of the most versatile actors 
in Coast radio, Cliff Arquette and 
Frank Graham, will create new 


HAMMOND’S 4-F 


Larry Hammond, freelance radio. 


zala Cariel. Cancellation was due 
to a strike of telephone employees 
in the Mexico City area, which pre- 
Winchell-Dies feud. Wheeler was 
ckedded to appear on WMCA, N. Y. inated broadcasts in Mexico City, | Arquette. Graham Sub 
Thursday (23) night but late picking up, among others, the Amer- | ’ 
on }ican band of Everett Hoagland, 
ton correspondent, that Wheeler 
would be unable to make the broad- 
et stati ffered to 
cast. The station then offere ; | characters for Lum and Abner series 
writer and producer and former | after Norris Goff (Abner) reports 
chief of radio for the War Man-| for induction May 22, nine days be- 
-edded time. _power Commission, received a 4-F fore his 38th birthday. 
oes eo stated that the reclassification last week. | Arquette will double over from 
Senator had “no comment” on the Hammond leaves this week for a; “Point Sublime,” on which he has 


For Army-Bound Abner 


| the station execs were in close agree-| 


ment with opinions reflected in inde- | 
pendent listener surveys. 

CBS stations, however, asserted! 
their independence in some respects! 
‘notably in ranking sports events and 
children’s entertainment higher on 

their lists than did the web in a 
study 


conducted some two 
years ago. Results tabulated by re- 
searchers and recently printed show 
stations ranking sports events second 
and children’s shows third on their! 
| desirability listing. 
<A poll to determine popularity of | 
| CBS sustainers returned “Suspense” | 


CBS Station Survey Shows Sports, 
Kid Shows Liked By Affilates 


Along.” “Transatlantic Call.” CBS- 
BBC cooperative Sunday daytimer 


; wound up in sixth place, an indica- 
| tion that the British net has made 


progress in recent months in attraet- 
ing listeners on this side of the pond. 

Best alltime sustainer carried by 
the net, according to CBS stations, 
was a dead heat with the New York 
Philharmonie concerts, deadlocked 
with “Man Behind the Gun.” 


WFIL, Expanding, Pacts 
Ruth Foxx As Writer 


Philadelphia, March 28. 
Ruth Foxx, former program direc- 
tor of WBKY, Louisville, has been 
added to the WFIL program writing 
staff, as part of the local program 
expansion program recently started 
by the station. 
Miss Foxx was former director of 
continuity at WAGA, Atlanta. and 


er 


vented a hookup designed to carry 

the broadcast into this country. 
Coca-Cola has several times, orig- 

Wednesday (22) afternoon, the Sen- | which has been playing in that city 

ator’s office notified the station | for more than a year. 

through Richard Eaton, its ed 

permit him to make a recording of | 

his remarks at his own convenience 

so that his speech could be aired at 

situation and Rep. Will Rogers, Jr., 

wes pencilled in as a sub. 

Rogers declared that radio com- 


|trip to Mexico and will decide on! had the lead for the past four years. 


mentators should have the right to | 


criticize Congressmen and that those 
attacked on the floors of Congress 
should have the right to answer such 
attacks but that personal 
ances before the body in which the 
commentator was attacked was im- 
practical. He classed such 


appear- | 


attacks | 


as attempts by Congressmen to si- | 


lence their political opposition. He 


also expressed the belief that broad- | 


casters had handled the problem of 
radio time for Congressmen very 
well. 


Similar viewpoint had been stated | 
earlier in the week by Sen. James L. | 


Murray of Montana appearing on 
the same station. 


Winchell—Dies 


24.6; Dies, 22.8. 
reported Winchell at 
March 15 report. 

“Freedom of the air” issue it’s 
agreed, failed to receive clarification 
from the “debate” with the industry 
taking the attitude that things will 
probably simmer down for a while. 

Offers Dies Winchell’s Time 
Billings, Mont., March 28. 

Any time Cong. Martin Dies wants 
to take over Walter Winchell’s 15- 
minute spot on KGHL Sunday night 
all he has to do is prepare a tran- 
scription speech and forward it to Ed 
Yocum, general manager of the out- 
let and an NAB director. Yocum has 
offered to spot the transcription on 
Winchell’s usual time the first Sun- 
day after it is received. 


The rating agency 
25.9 in its 


Continued from page 29 So 


The KGHL exec at the same time | 
deplored what he said was a “reflec- | 
tion” on the industry because of Dies’ | 


experience with one broadcaster and 


one network which is not a member! 
of NAB. Yocum’s station is one of | 
several NBC affiliates which carries | 


Winchell’s sponsored show, which 
originates with the Blue network. 


Columbus. — Richard A. 


Borel, | 


manager of WBNS, Columbus, be- | 


fore entering the service, has been 
promoted to major. 
general staff in Washington. 


CREATIVE FORCE 


with Producers, Musical Directors, 
Home Economists, Staff Writers, 
News Editors, and Publicity Dept.— 
make WTAG a BIG station in a 
BIG market. 


WTAG 


WORCESTER 


GAGMAN: 


Adaptable style. 
stuff. Exaggerated references. 
Sample scripts. Light eater. 
Test me first. Corn-back guar- 
antee. Lou. 


DA. 9-0137 


in heat seeks 
top radio comic. 
Prefer current 


He is with the | 


in first place by a wide 
| nearly three to one. 


margin,; was producer of show, “Atlanta 


a new connection when he returns.' He will play Abner, Sr. “Sing | Goes to War.” 


They have written a Best Seller 


263,000 


They have a program on The Blue Network. Sustaining Daytime. 


Five times a week. 


They made five announcements during the week of March 13th 


offering a booklet for 5 cents. 


To date, more than 263,000 letters and nickels have hurricaned 


in. And the end is not yet. 


Who are they? What is the program? We will be glad to send 
you a full story because the program is for sale, and unless we 


are poor prophets it won't be available very long. 


She Blue Network 


NEW YORK CHICAGO DETROIT HOLLYWOOD PITTSBURGH SAN FRANCISCO 
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_AFTER 
EARS SERVING 


UNCLE 


MUTUAL GRABS N. Y. 
THEATRE FOR STUDIO 


Mutual, which has been faced 
with a serious shortage of studio 
space, last week acquired its first 
Broadway legit house, the Forrest 


Prexy of Radio 
Education Assn. ‘on 49th street, N. Y., through a deal 
with the Shuberts, who Operate the 


Chicago, March 28. | playhouse. Initial MBS show to 

Dr. I. Keith Tavlor was elected |emanate from the house will be 
“Green Valley” Sunday (2). 
The network has been forced to! 


I. Keith Taylor 


president of the Assn. for Education 


by Radio last following the | 
tabulation of the mail vote in the | Utilize the New Amsterdam Roof on 


week, 


lannual election. He succeeds Major | 42d street as well as the Barbizon 
| Harold W. Kent, now on leave from Plaza hotel. Former will be dropped 


Mediterranean 


l tie , | but the net will continue to operate 
this post as director of the radio | * 
council of the Chicago Publie Schools | 
and president of the AER for the/ ‘om Mike Todd but the deal fell | 
past two years. Taylor is also co- aautiien 
ordinator of radio activities at the | ousn. 
Ohio State University. 
New slate of officers besides 
Taylor includes first vice-president, | 
Luke Roberts, stations KOIN-KALE, | a y ares 
| Portland, Ore.; second v.-p., Robert 
|B. Hudson, Director Rocky Moun- ° 
| tain Radio Council; secretary, Eliza- 
| beth Goudy, Visual Aids for War rec ar fam 
| Training Division, U. S. Office of 
p eaucation; treasurer, George Jen- RCA, since February, has had a 
nings, acting director Radio Coun-| ,. he United Sr ae 
"ec t! Inited States 
lcil and FM station WBEZ, Chicago | beam to the 
| Public Schools. the fighting | 
| Installation of officers will take! area, resulting in better radio trans- 
| place in May at the Institute for | mission and better coverage of that 
ekeaaiagy by Radio meeting in Co- front, John Charles Daly, CBS news- 
caster who returned from 14 months 
Mf overseas, reported on his return to 
Small Stations this country late last week. Addi- 
tional frequencies are now being set 
up by RCA in that area, and the | 
current nighttime direct transmission 
‘will be increased to 24-hour serv- 
ice shortly. 
__, Washington, March 28. Result, Daly stated, will mean in- 
Nation’s small broadcast stations] creased participation on all radio 
are making money, according to a programs day and night in the U. S. 
survey just completed by the FCC/o¢ men who have just completed 
on stations of 1 to There| combat duty direct from their 
were 160 of these operating last year,| pivouacks. This has already been 
aw gies reduced power ” night, put into effect by CBS on ‘several 
} an were non-ecommercia 
: evening stanzas, including a guest- 
Returns from the 125 which filed | snot by Sgt. Charles Kelly, the one- 
| financial reports with the commis- 
ision show 1048 “net time sales” of | ae 
| only $11,897,000 in 1942, an increase| GI's in Naples 20th-Fox’s 


saw 


16 mm prints of most of the better 
ones are being shown to soldiers on 
both the Anzio beachhead front and 
in the Cassino area. 

American Expeditionary Force has 


Of between $25,000 and $128,631 for 
|the year. Of these stations, 93 have 


casting topflight American commer- 
‘ oe cial shows which have been recorded 
Vs. Lost Generation | earlier, and beaming the latest news 
jand U. S. musical records to the 
KOWH, the World-Herald station, | 

| has made time available to the pub- | 


| lie schools here in a drive for better | CARL HAVELIN BMI 
citizenship. The new program is | 


| called “We March With Faith.” | 
Citizenship and character develop- TAKES MUTUAL POST 
}ment are the basic aims of the | 


| schools’ program and KOWH plans | Carl Havelin has resigned as vee- 
| full cooperation with the organiza- | pee of Broadcast Music, Inc., to be- 


| tions. !come director of station 


Idea is to do everything possible 
| to prevent another ‘ 


“lost generation.’ 


Tom Hutchinson Leaves 


for Mutual. He succeeds Richard F. 


Connor, who resigned last 


| Havelin, also a script writer, is co- 


| geared for extensive coverage of the 


| ers, Who will be serviced by AP, INS, 


| man Army of Italy, on “Report to | ; 
| effort. 


lof 22°-. Only 14 of the 125 making | Song of Bernadette” early in March, 
i statements showed reduced time | Daly said, and the film was thor- | 
| sales. All of the others are up | oughly enjoyed. The newer films are | 


| Forty-four reported sales increases| getting through with regularity and | 
|Heroes’ Day” (24) staged in support | 


a radio station in Naples that is on | 
the air 21 hours every day, rebroad- | 


| bers of the ship’s crew as contestants. 


| 


|; €ase. 


relations | 


month. | 


|author of the Sunday afternoon 

| R & R T | * D sponsored MBS series, “Abe Lin- | 

elevision Dept. coin’s story.” | 
| Tom Hutchinson. who headed up | Havelin was identified with BMI 
| experimental and research television | aS director of station relations for | 
| department at Ruthrauff & Ryan,| the past two.years. Prior to that he | 
jhas severed connections with the | Was commercial manager of KFI and 

j agency. | KECA, Los Angeles. 
| Future plans nat definitely des | Charles Godwin has been desig- 
| cided but it’s expected Hutchinson | nated by Mutual as assistant direc- 
| will continue in video field |tor of station relations. 


E MANAGE 
NATIONAL CONCERT AND 

ARTISTS CORPORATION 
741 FIFTH N.Y. 22, N.Y 


PLAZA. 3.0820 


MENT. 


ONE TOUCH GENIUS 


Breathes there a man who never to himself has said— 
“Who can take this story — play, cast, idea, 
ete., get to the heart of it, build it, develop 


Well you can stop talking to yourself. Get in touch 
with this amazingly versatile gal with experience, train- 
ing and ability that covers showmanship from Alpha 
right on down, T not only have an eye for it, an ear 
for it, but it’s also where my heart belongs. 
, Let's get together for a personal interview. 


VRITE BOX 7377, “VARIETY.” 154 W. 46TH ST. 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y,. 
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Gannett Paper in Deal 
For WABY, Albany, 
Despite Anti-Radio Tint 


Albany, March 28. 

Gannett's Knickerbocker News is 
reported in radio circles here to be 
the likely purchaser of WABY, 
Mutual affiliate, which must be dis- 
associated from WOKO, both man- 
aged by Harold E. Smith, on or be- 
fore May 1, under an FCC order. 
Knickerbocker News has a financial 
interest in both stations, said to be 
25%. « 

When the Knickerbocker News as- 
sumes control of WABY, the studios 
presumably will elsewhere. 
They are now located in Radio Cen- 
ter, also the home of WOKO, a Co- 
lumbia outlet. It is assumed that 
the broadcasts of the Albany Eastern 
league baseball games (sponsored by 
Myers Department Store) will go 
with WABY. WOKO could not clear 
time for them. 

Curiously, the Knickerbocker 
News, despite its financial tieup with 
the local stations, has been anti-radio 
in editorial comment. The paper 
gives little publicity to either station, 


Tele’s Sponsored 
Post-War Designs 


Full 13-week sponsored series of 
tele airers will be presented ove; 
W2XWV-DuMont, New York. by the 
Durez Plastics Co., starting April 30. 
Session, tabbed “The World Tomor.- 
row,” the Television 
Workshop, will be headed by Jessica 
Dragonette and will present out- 
standing designers and their impres- 


produced by 


sions of the post-war world. 


People like Norman Bel Geddes 
will present their designs for post- 
war homes, cars, planes, etc., some- 
what in the vein of the famed 
“Futurama” presented by Bel Geddes 
for the General Motors exhibit at the 
New York World's Fair in 1939-40. 


Kansas City.—James W. Coy. for- 
mer program director for KCMO, 
has returned to that station in the 
same job. He left KCMO four years 
| ago to become news editor at WNEW, 


| IN. Y. 
WLW-WSAI’s Extensive | 
Coverage on Invasion 
Cincinnati, March 28. | 
WLW and WSAI news staffs are | 


AND HIS 
ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 
STATE THEATRE 
EASTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
and 
STATE THEATRE 
HAREISBURGH, PA, 


impending European invasion. | 

When the big push starts, William | 
Dowdell, editor-in-chief, will call in| 
his staff of 20 writers and newscast- | 


UP and Reuter’s. plus NBC, and by | 
special cables, and, if warranted and 
possible, by direct broadcasts from 
the three WLW-WSAI war corre- 
spondents in the European theatre, | 
along with BBC coverage. 


Personal Management 


ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 


| Direction: William Morris Agey. 


[Follow-Up Comment | 


Continued from page 44 Qa 


PAGING 


DEEN ALONZO COLE 


We've been trying to con- 
tact you all over town. 
Please call Edgar Sandford 


Leavenworth, Kansas, for a capsule 
report to the nation what prison in- | 
mates were doing to further the war 
Warden Walter A. Hunter | 
pointed up the splendid work of the | 
men behind prison walls. and intro- 
duced a group of convicts, referred 
to by number only. 


Twelve vets evenly divided be- 

tween the Army and Navy and all |§ at N.B.C. 

invalided home from battle areas | 

highlighted WOR’s (N. Y.) “War|f The number is Cl-7-8300, 


of the Red Cross war fund. Stunt | 
was one of the most ambitious yet |} 
staged by any N. Y. outlet in con- 
nection with the Red Cross appeal. 


Extension 8061. 


“Double or Nothing,” aired over Mell your data to 
Mutual Friday (24) from the war CARL OPPENHEIMER C.P.A. 
prisoner exchange ship Gripsholm, and have his office prepare your 
docked in Jersey City, featured mem- estimated tax return 


DUE APRIL 15 
Phone GR. 0881—HO. 5111 


Suite 223 Guaranty Building 
consummate 6331 Holly wood Blvd. 


Questions were of a nautical nature 
and, with one exception, were an- 
with almost 


WPAT presents BOB BRIGHT 


The Jingle King 
in a new feature 
BOB BRIGHT’S BANDSTAND 


A fast moving hour_and a 
half of music to thrill to ...; , 
and dance to.... 

2 te 4:30 P.M. Mon. thru Set. 
(Beginning April 3rd) 


ONE MORE REASON FOR SELLING 
YOUR CLIENTS WPAT . The Fast- 
est Growing Stetion in the Metre- 
politen Area. 


srarion WPAT 


PARAMOUNT BLDG. 
WEW YORK 


PATERSON, 


WEW JERSEY ° 
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Gilbert Quits SPA, 


Hits ‘Conspiracy 


y Members in His ASCAP Defeat 


L. Wolfe Gilbert, who was de- 
feated last week for reelection to the 
ASCAP board of directors, resigned 
as a Council and writer member of 
the Songwriters Protective Assn. asa 
result of his defeat. In his resigna- 
tion, tendered Wednesday (22), the 
day the ASCAP election results were 
made known, Gilbert claimed that 
certain of the SPA membership had 
conspired against him and were in- 


strumental in bringing about his de-| 


at. 

‘ Gilbert also gave as a reason for 
his resignation the fact that there are 
members on the SPA Council oppos- 
jing him who are also officers in 
ASCAP. There are several members 
of ASCAP’s director board who are 
giso SPA Councilmen, among them 
Stanley Adams, who replaced Gil- 
bert on the former body. SPA states 
that it has received Gilbert's resig- 
nation, but that so far it has not been 
acted upon. 

SPA completed its own election of 
new Council members last 
(24), Seven new members named to 
the rotating board for three years 
each are: Oscar Hammerstein, Peter 
DeRose, Charles Tobias, Oito Har- 
bach, Edgar Leslie, Irving Caesar 
and Jesse Greer. Two new men were 
named for two-year terms and two 
for one year. They are, respectively, 
Ferde Grofe-Paul Cunningham, and 
Sam Lewis-Geoffrey O'Hara. Incum- 
bent members not involved in the 
elections are, for two 
Fred, Ahlert, Abel Baer, Milton 
Drake, Walter Kent and Sam _ H. 
Stept. Same for one more year: Ira 
Gershwin, George Meyer, Sigmund 
Romberg, Stanley Adams, and L. 
Wolfe Gilbert. 


Shaw Mapping 
New Orchestra 


Artie Shaw will definitely organ- 
fize a new dance band in the near 
future. Currently on the 
Shaw. who was recently discharged 
from the Navy after a South Pacific 


tour with a Naval band, will do only | 


radio, film and theatre work, no one- 
nighters. He will record when RCA- 
Victor, to which he’s under contract, 
settles its controversy with the AFM. 

Shaw will not begin formation of 


the band until he signs a contract 
for work. 
He’s under contract to the Wil- 


liam Morris agency. 


Kirby’s Southern 
Cancellations Perplex 


His Handlers in N. Y. 


John Kirby began cancelling one- 
night dates on 24 hours’ notice last 
week while working his way south, 
an# he has advised his manager, Joe 
Glaser, to cancel others 
ahead. Kirby is headed back toward 
N. Y. without explaining the can- 
cellations, Neither 
Music Corp. of America. 
booked the knows. his 
£0ns. 

First MCA or Glaser knew of 
Kirby's moves was last week, when 
clients who had him booked advised 
that the leader had cancelled, in sev- 
eral instances with less than a full 
day's notice. He was working 
through Georgia, Alabama and 
Florida. 


which 


dates, rea- 


Rains Finally Arranging 
For His Own Orch 


Gray Rains. arranger for various 
bands, has formed an_ orchestra 
Which will do its first work as a 
unit by recording today ‘Wednes- 
lay) for Hit Records in N. Y. Com- 
Posed gf six brass, five sax and four 


rhythm, the combo is not connected | 


With any agency as yet. Jimmy 
Foster is on vocals. 


Rains has been with Harry James, 


Jan Garber and other name orches- | 
tras the past couple vears as ar- | 


ranger only. 


BILLY BISHOP'S 4-F 


Billy Bishop drew a 4-F rating | 


last week after being called up for 
his second physical. Leader was 


Sliven an honorable discharge from 
the Army about a year ago. 

Bishop's 
March 3} 
Memphis, 


revised combo 
at the Claridge 


opens 


week | 


more years: | 


Coast, | 


further | 


Glaser 


‘Army Musicians Get 
| Into Active Service 


| 
Musicians in various Army post 


nelled into active service. 
orders from Washington asked that 


bands are increasingly being chan- | 
Recent | 


all musicians fit for combat duty who | 
have been in uniform more than a | 


vear be reassigned and, where neces- 
sary, undergo training. 

These orders have already broken 
up a number of camp combinations. 


Better-Biz Group 


National Better Business Bureau, 
Inc.. recently set bait for “song 
sharks,” phoney publishers who have 
|preyed for some time on amateur 


| tion with one of the music organiza- 

| tions, a set of lyrics that, seemingly, 

| only a moron could devise. This 

| lyric was mailed to a handful of 

; known sharp “publishers,” and a re- 

}print of it, plus glowing appraisals 

'it elicited, is being used wherever 

| possible to warn of the activities of 

' these outfits. 

| The lyric(?): 

“I'm lonely and blue at the stage 

| door canteen 

And my sergeant is nasty and mean 

The hostesses are nice but you are 
very much nicer 

You are my little de-icer 

Some day we will squash the heinies 

; With the British, 
men and Chinese 


songwriters, by writing, in coopera- | 


Keller’s New Baton 
Chicago, March 28. 

Leonard Keller is back in the band 
business, having taken over the Sian 
Phillips Orchestra as of last Friday 
(24). Keller was inactive for some 
time. 

Group will continue at the Band- 
box, tocated in the basement of the 
Woods building, with Phillips re- 


1A Maestros Seek More Lucrative 
Dates, Nipping Location Job Schedules 


n.aining as pianist of the organiza- 


tion, 


Berlin Reads No-Bonus 
Legal Letter to Staff 


Before Going Abroad 


Last Wednesday (15). 


when Irving | 


| Berlin left for North Africa to re- | 


Baits Phoney Pubs 


| firm 


month tour, he read a letter to the 
Berlin, Inc.. staff from T. Newman 
Lawlor. of O'Brien, Driscoll & Raft- 
ery. to the effect Saul H. Bornstein’s 
personal atiorney, Charles Schwartz 
(<. Frohlich), had advisedagainst any 
bonus to the music staff. This is a 


pone of contention between Berlin 
and Bornstein, among other things. 
Tne latter has contended that a 


Christmas bonus. similar to the one 
in 1942. was not warranted, unless 
he, too. got an extra amount. Berlin 
was willing to go along on that pro- 
viding he also got a similar amount 
as Bornstein. whereupon the entire 
bonus proposition was stymied. 
Apart trom the fact that Berlin 
has served notice on Berlin, Ince.. 
and Bornstein that his name must 
come down as a tag of the music 
this would have no effect on 


| ABC Music Corp., a companion busi- 


Russians, Brazil- 


' Some day I'll come back soon maybe | 


And we will settle down and build 
a house and have a baby.” 
Some replies: “having distinct nov- 
elty and originality....should make 
'a beautiful and appealing song which 
people would love to sing, whistle 
remember”; “have examined 
immaterial and find contents excellent”: 
| glad to complete this number into a 
beautiful commercial song.” 
| <All of the many other replies, in 
the same vein, requested anywhere 
| from $30 to $60 from the writer prior 
to publication, to have it published. 


BASIE CONTRACTED TO 
HOTEL LINCOLN 2 YRS. 


| Count Basie’s orchestra, which 
lopens at the Lincoln 
inext week (6), is under contract to 
hat spot for the next two years. 
| Band's forthcoming stay is for eight 
‘weeks and it is due to return around 
Nov. 1. for another eight. Second 
commitment covers the same period 
in 1945. 

Basie is at the Roxy theatre, N. Y 
closing today (Wednesday). 


T. Dorsey Disputed N. Y. 
Cap Date in September 


Tommy Dorsey's disputed date al 
the Capitol theatre, N. Y.. will not 
be fulfilled until September. He was 
scheduled for the house in June, 
but Sammy Kaye will take that spot, 
| opening either the 22d or 29th. 
| Dorsey will go to Hollywood for 
| anothe r Metro film late in June, and 
since Metro and the Capitol are at- 
filiated. the switch was simple 

Paramount theatre. N. Y., which 
claims a prior hold on Dorsey 
through a commitment calling for hi 
appearance at that house before play- 
ing the Cap, still has not gotten a 
decis on from the AFM, to 
complained. 


which it 


Burton Shifts to Coast 

Bill Burton, who recenuy parted 
with Jimmy Dorsey, 1s moving his 
' management office to Hollywood and 
will headquarter there in the future. 
Burton's N. Y. office will be shut- 
tered around April 8 and his secre- 
tary. Fay Lehman, goes west also 
although her stay may be temporary. 

Burton and Dorsey severed 
nections several 
long conference in Chicago. Burton 
is being retained as a consultant, but 
henceforth Dick Gabbe, heretofore 
the band’s road inanager, will over- 
see the band’s bookings. 


| Derethy Stewart, secretary to 


j ager of that band. 


con- | 
weeks ago after a} 


, ditional matter in November, 
hotel. N. Y.. | 


hotel.' Woody Herman, is now road man- | singer on his first booking. 


ness, of course—Berlin fears that 
this bonus situation may disrupt the 
personnel. 

It's customary in Tin Pan Alley to 
count on Xmas bonuses. and the Rip- 
levy in this situation lies in the fact 
that «1) there is no WLB restriction, 


'join “This Is the Army” for a three- | 


+ 


Les Brewn Okayed 
On Service Physical 

St. Louis. March 28 
Les Brown was accepted for serv- 
ice ft a physical in St. 


following 
last week. When he 


Louis 
la Z0es into unl- 
form is. of course, problematical. 

Brown has been booked for the 
Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., for six 
weeks, following Glen Grav’s orches- 
tra, which opens there April 24 for | 
a similar period. His fulfillment of 
this date depends, of course, on his 
entry into service. 


ASCAP Denies 
Gilbert Vote Nix 


Both John Paine, general manager 
of ASCAP, and Deems Tayior. its 
president, deny that L. Wolfe Gilbert 
had requested and was denied the 


| privilege of witnessing the counting 


bert, 35,609; Peter De Rose. 


in view of past custom: and (2), the } 


fact that business was good again 
this year, and hence warranted. 
Bornstein, however, has manifested 
greater caution, and so the matter 
rests again until Berlin’s return from 
abroad. 


New Claims in Vogel, 


Shapiro Suit Over “Baby’ | 


IRVING ROMM QUITS S-B 


Musie Co. 
filed amended answers last week in 
N. Y. federal 
brought by Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 


Jerry Vogel attorneys 


court to the suit 
infringement of the 
Baby.” Vogel 
the composers, Maybelle Watson and 
Ernest Burnett, 


renewal rights to the song with ad- 
1942. 


charging 
“Melancholy 


song 
alleges 


never secured 


| Music. 


Vogel. in his defense and counter- | 


lal acai 
Cialim against 


S-B, alleges the late | 


George E. Norton made an arrange- | 


with the two 
new 


ment composers to 
write lvrics to the melody, 
which entitles Norton to partial 
ownership in the song. Vogel re- 
assignment from Charles E 
Noiton, heir of George E. Norton. 
Vogel also alleges that 
the fact that he is co-owner of the 
“Melancholy” copyright. has 
refused to account. Vogel demands 


ceived 


dismissal of the 
counting of all proceeds and an in- 
stopping S-B from repre- 

itself as exclusive owners of 
the song and entitled to renewal 


complaint, an ac- 
junction 


senting 


ion S-B also 
song, 


In the same. act 
charges infringement of the 
“Yip-I-Addy-I-Ay.” 


Stacy Defers Band 


Jess Stacy, pianist formerly with 
Be vy Goodman's orchestra. tempo- 
rarily deferred the formation of his 
own band be se he cannot secure 
ne mt Cla € ants Sia i 
due to unveil his new combination at 
the Chanticleer, Baltimore night 


spot. April 25. Replacement for him 
hasn't vet been secured. 


Stacy left Goodman last week 
when the latter broke up his band 
following the completion of @ film 


at 20th-Fox studios. Hollywood 
Pianist is signed to General Amus. 
Corn. which booked him at the 
Chanticleer. 


Palmer Set to Maestro 
Jimmy Palmer. 
cently took over the library of the 
disbanded Gracie Barrie orchestra 
and has been idle with it since. goes 
to work as a maestro April 6 at Pal- 
omar Bellroom. Norfolk, Va. He is 
net sigued to any agency. 

Palmer is using 13 men and a 
He does 


singer who re- 


not play an instrument. 


in spite of 


of ballots in ASCAP’s election last 
week. Both assert that had Gilbert 
made such a request it would have} 
been granted. Paine states he offered 
Gilbert the opportunity to be on 
hand and the writer demurred. 
Count of votes in the ASCAP elec- 
tions ran as follows: Deems Taylor, ' 
72.299 ‘said to be highest count any | 
nominee ever drew); Otto Harbach. | 
51,904: Richard Rodgers. 45.416; | 
Stanley Adams, 43,654: L. Wolfe Gil- 
18,622: | 


Ned Washington, 15.599: Jesse Greer. 
11.540: Milton Drake, 5,575, and J. C. 
Johnson, 5.425. Various write-ins 
accounted for another 4.254 votes, 

Large number of votes is ac- 
counted for by the fact that writer 
and publisher members have voting 
power in relation to the amounts of 
money each draws from the Society 
annually. Writers get one vote for 
every $50 accruing to them and pubs 
one for every $20. Actually, only 
approximately 1,350 ballots are cast. 


TO START MUSIC FIRM 


Irving Romm, professional mana- | 
ger at Shapiro-Bernstein, resigned 
Monday (27), preparatory to starting 
a musie firm for Musicraft Records. 
New outfit will be called Chelsea | 
Romm is to be president and | 
a partner. 

Romm asserts he 
approximately 500 
originals that 
corded, 


will start with 
copyrights, all 
Musicraft re- 


Attorneys on ‘Someone’ 
Suit Jockey Exam Dates 


Attorneys for Fred Fisher Music 
Co. and Jerry Vogel Music Co., in 
dispute over renewal rights to the 
song, “Someone Thinks of Someone,” 
filed, a stipulation for adjournment 
of the examination of Anna Fishes 
and Eli Oberstein, by Vogel until the 
4th and 21st of April. res 
in N. Y. federal court last 

At the same time Fisher’: 
notice for the examination of 
Jerry Vogel, scheduled for April 25, 
and answers to Vogel's 
claims, k declared co- 


seeking to be 
owner of “Someone,” through an as- 


nectively, 
veek. 
attorney 


filed 


counter- 


signment from Leonor Dunn. next- 
of-kin to one of the composers, Ed 
Gardenier. Fisher also seeks dis- 


nissal of the counterclaim 
Fisher charges infringement of the 
ong “Someone.” for which he ob- 


ained the renewal rights in 1933 


~ Jazz to Benefit NCAP 


Jazz recital sponsored bY Car] Van 
Doren, Olin Downes, Deems Taylor. 
Robert Goffin, Gilbert Seldes. Julien 


Levy, Samuel Barlow and Mrs. John 


Hammond, Jy.. is skedded at the 
Peggy Guggenheim gallery. 57th} 
street, N. Y., Monday (3) for the 


National Association ! 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People. Sjug is $2. | 

Count Basie has lined up James P. 
Johnson, Frankie Newton. Bill Cole- 
man, Sidney Catlett, Eddie Condon, | 


benefit of the 


,Pee Wee Russell and others promi- 


nent in jive circles. 


Charles Wick, Cleveland attorney 
and composer-arranger, has been 
signed by Tommy Dorsey. 


‘duction pace. 


Some location jobs that use top- 
ranking orchestras are having 
trouble future band 
lineups since the increase in the in- 
As leaders are unex- 
pectedly ordered up for physicals 
they hdraw, if accepted 
for service, from location contracts. 
They understandab!v 


theatres 


Maintaining 


seek to wit 


want to play 
lucrative book- 
ings up until the day they give up 
civvies, 

Such situations have repeatedly 
thrown eastern band buvers’ sched- 
ules awry with comparatively short 
time to secure replacements. Woody 
Herman, for example, was down for 
four weeks at Frank Dailey’s Ter- 
race Room. Newark, opening March 
31. After being placed in 1-A he eut 
it to two and then one week to play 
theatres. Dailey is so far without a 
band between April 7 and 14 when 
Tommy Dorsey opens. 

Harry James’ possible service call 
on the Coast, still has the N. Y. 
Hotel Astor opening up in the 
air. He was due to resume the 
Astor Roof’s summer season late in 
May. but his draft status prevents 
his coming east. So far the hotel 
has been unable to secure a suitable 
opening band. It has Sammy Kaye 
set for later in the season, but even 
he is not a certainty. He's also in 
1-A, 


U.S. Probing Mex 


Musician Ingress 


Los Angeles. March 28. 
Influx of Mexican musicians inte 
the U. S:.is under investigation by 
immigration authorities at the in- 
Stance of the American Federation 
of Musicians. which charges aliens 
from below the border are sifting 
into Southern California. Arizona 
and Texas and working in night spots 
at wages far below existing scales. 
Immigration laws prescribe that 
foreign musicians are not permitted 
to work on contract jobs unless they 
are in process of becoming American 
citizens, or they are internationally 
recognized ariists whose work is ap- 
proved by critics at home aend 
abroad. 


and other 


Harry James’ Army 
Status Still Indefinite; 
Meanwhile He Dishands 


There's a good possibility Harry 
James may not go into service after 
If not, he will come east and 


fulfill commitments stheduled for 


ou ‘ were put in doubt 
2 recent pr¢ auction poysical, 


James has a back condition which 
apparently was not given much at- 
tention in his recent exam. He is 
to go through another 0.0. by special- 
ists and will know tis week hig 
future status. 


James’ dates in the east should he 
Stay out of uniform have been tenta- 
tively planned. He will open at 


Frank Dailey’s Terrace Room. Newe- 
ark, around the end of Apvril, then 
go into the Astor hotel. N. Y.. for 
six weeks and follow with the Para- 
mount theatre on Broadway. 

James will temporarily disband his 
orchestra until his status is definite. 
He gave his notice jast 
week on effective April 8, 
men that his n- 
landing in the draft made 
it impossible to make future com- 
mitments 

As soon as it 


musICiaNs 
the Coast 
expialning to the 
certain 


became known in 
Monday (27) that James was 
other leaders and their 
began calling the Coast 
in an effort to grab off some of the 


trumpeter’s musicians. 


breaking up, 
managers 


Standard Radio Opening 
N.Y. Office April 1 


Standard Radio, west coast tran- 
scription outfit, is opening a N. Y¥. 
office April 1, preparing for postwar 
expansion into the Latin American 
field. Firm expects a boom demand 
for American music by American 
artists in South and Central America 
within the next few years. 

In addition to the export biz 
Standard will make a play for east- 


,ern connections with radio outlets. 
_Alex Sherwood moves in from Chi 


to head the N. Y. branch. 


of 
the 
(). 
MO, 
Pars { | 
i 
| 
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Pubs Who Might Benefit By Metro's 
New Music Setup Baffled By It 


Even those “independent” music @ 


publishers, who might qualify pop 
tunes for some Metro filmusicals, and 
thus benefit from the new experi- 
ment on that lot, question the wis- 
dom of the company’s freelancing 
for material among outside music 
firms. The publishers, many known 
to be not too friendly to the Jack 
Robbins-Metro music dynasty (Rob- 
bins, Feist and Miller Corps.), can’t 
see where M-G would benefit under 
a plan whereby Fred Raphael, of 
Metro’s N. Y. office, would possibly 
pick pop songs from indie music 
houses, and spot them into produc- 
tions at Culver City. 

Basically, it means that Metro 
woutd be building up a 56-year 
value for some “outside”? music pub- 
lisher. 
basic 28-year copyright, plus re- 
newal rights). 

Other ramifications are obvious: 
one, the hazard of any pop song 
landing in a= picture’ willy-nilly, 
since after all it must fit some spe- 
cific production: and secondly, why 
cull from outsiders when Hollywood 
has built up Berlin, Kern, Porter, 
Warren-Gordon, McHugh - Adamson 
and kindred songwriting names to 
write directly for fhe screen. 


Frances White, amateur’ song- 
stress, joins Will Osborne's orches- 
tra next week, replacing Marianne. 
She's a Government clerk in Wash- 
ington, who auditioned for someone 
else at the Earle theatre there re- 
cenily when Osborne overheard her. 


(The 56 years refers to the . 


Birthday Presentation 
To ‘Pops’ on Ritz Stage 


Yesterday (Tues.) was Paul White- 
man's 54th birthday but the occasion 
was celebrated on the stage of the 
Ritz theatre, N. Y., following the Ra- 
dio Hall of Fame breadcast, on Sun- 
day (26) with a birthday cake. It’s 
an annual custom, from May and 
Pete de Rose, and Nina Cordova of 
the staff made the presentation. 

Whiteman, incidentally, has de- 
ferred his “Atlantic City” film 
chore for Republic until after the 
Roxy. N. Y., engagement as guest 
| maestro in mid-April. This will not 
| interfere with his radio commit- 
ments. 


Kelton to Take Over 
As Peer Gen’l Mer. 
For 3 Firms in N. Y. 


Frank Kelton, Ralph Peer-Interna- 
tional representative on the Coast, 
| moves into N. Y. April 10 to take 
over as general professional man- 
ager of Southern, Peer and Melody- 
lane Music firms, all of which are 
Ralph Peer outfits. This is the spot 
from which Bobby Mellon resigned 
last week. 

Mellon asserts his future is in- 
definite. But he has a deal with 
BMI that won't be announced until 
his notice at Peer expires. 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, March 2, '44) 

London, March 2. 
It Can’t Be Wrong.....Chappell 
Paver Holl. ....... Maurice 
Kies Me... +. -S@Utnern 
I Wonder Why.......Cinephonic 
Someday Soon......... Connelly 
My Heart Tells Me. .Brad. Wood. 
Pistol Packin’ Mama...Chappell 


Cow Cow Boogie...... Maurice 
Either Too Young...... Feldman 
POR... Sterling. 


2 Music Cos. Get 


‘ 


Suit against ASCAP and individ- 
ual members of the Seciety by Gem 
Music and Denton & Haskins, seek- 
ing an accounting and charging the 
organization's executives with der- 
eliction of duty, will continue a& a 
result of a decision by the appel- 
late division ef N. Y. supreme 
court last week. Appellate division 
decided against Justice Benedict 


had a cause of action only against 
ASCAP itself, not against individual 
members. He sustained the original 
complaint. 


days to amend their original com- 


plaint and venew the action as it 


ASCAP, Andrew D. Weinberger 
acted for the plaintiffs. 


Thats full cate 
Cabi-qrem 


by 


able 
tag che address. 


Congratulations, 


REG CONNELLY! 


WESTERN UNION 


Detroit, Youngstown 
Ops Wiggle Out 
Of Proposed Tax Taps 


Detroit, March 28. 
James Haggerty, representing the 
| United Music Operators here, won a 


1LONDON 59 20 
R PAULL 
PIONEER CORPORATION 


DELIOATED To ADVISE YOU 
SALES APPROACH! 
SONGS OF 

REG CONNELLY - 


QUICEEST, SUBEST AND 


the writers of 


plus various recordings. 
Bing Crosby. 

Ray Noble, Col 

Glen Gray, I 


THE SAME 


by Stanley Adams, Jack 


1 HAD MY WAY TREMEND 


NG HALF MILLION MARK EAS! 
THE WAR BEST WISHES® 


And thanks again to Jimmy Kendis and Lou Klein, 


which still remains a reigning favorite with Ameri- 
cans, shown by many recent network broadcasts, 


and the brand new release 
Kate Smith, Columbia +36686 


And, Reg, we are also proud to have you introduce 
to the British public our present No. 1 hit, 


We wish you the same great success with it that 
you have won with “IF | HAD MY WAY.” 


MAX MAYER 


PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP., 1657 Broadway, N. Y 19, N. Y. 


Office), New You, N.Y. 


Ya W. U. CABLES 


1657 BROADWAY NEWYORKs 
ous SUCCESS 
LY ONE OF 


sarest WAT To wONET 


our greal song, 


such as— 
Decca +2448 
umbia 35577 
Jeccea +2437 


TTLE 


Rosenberg, Ira Schuster 


| temporary stay before the Common 
| Council of a proposed $15 license fee 


| upon each such musical device which | 


would have netted Detroit close to 
$70,000 annually. 
Haggerty argued that the 83 com- 
} panies and individuals who control 
| close to 5,000 juke boxes in Detroit 
| had “kept out racketeers, kept ma- 
| terial clean through rigid censorship, 
| and had more than $1,000,000 in- 
i vested. 
| He charged that the tax was “in- 
| equitable, unfair, unjust. indiscrimi- 
| nate, harmful to the musical prefer- 
| ences of America and a confiscation 
|} Of property. You are sailing right 
| into defiance of the U. S. Constitu- 
; tion when you enjoin people from 
‘the pursuit of happiness’ by taxing 
juke boxes out of existence.” 
Argument was good enough to 
cause the Councilmen to back off 
from the tax at this time. 


injunction Granted Onio Ops 
Youngstown, O., March 28. 
Right of Youngstown City Council 
to pass an ordinance taxing legiti- 


| tion brought by 


|town Automatic 


counsel for Youngs- 
Phon. Dealers Ass'n 


me | who object to recent jump from $5 
p | to $10 in annual license fee for juke 
boxes-and an additional $1 for each 


wall connection. Order was to have 
| become effective March 22. 

| Mahoning County Common Pleas 
Judge Erskine Maiden, Jr., granted 


a temporary injunction to nine plain- 


‘called the proposed fees both “ex- 


‘Qsborne Man Powders, 


Hal Tennyson, sax player with 
| Will Osborne’s band, “di sappeared” 


Same time an alto sax, clarinet and 
Sax case which didn’t belong to him 
were found missing. Police discov- 
ered the instruments in a pawn shop 
after the musician’s wife, whom he 
deserted at the same time, found the 
tickets in their hotel room. 

Ténnyson joined Osborne’s band 
months ago. He had no instruments, 
and the missing sax and clarinet 
were loaned to him by other band 
members. 


Osborne replaced Tennyson with 
Bill Hitz, after being forced to 


ASCAP Suit 


Dineen, in N. Y. supreme court in | 
his recent decision that the plaintiffs | 


Music houses, therefore, have 20) 


was filed originally in January, 1943. | 
Schwartz & Frohlich represented | 


mate business was questioned in ac- | 


tiffs, all box owners, restraining city | 
from enforcing the measure. Petition | 


orbitant and excessive.” and charged 
the ordinance was “mere subterfuge | 
and enacied for the sole purpose of 
providir 7 revenue for the citv.” 


So Do Instruments | 


from the Capitol theatre. N. Y.. last | 
; week between shows and at the! 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New Yor}: hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hote! give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 
Weeks 


Band Played Week On Date 


Hotel 


Ray Heatherton. .Biltmore (400; $1-$1.50)............. 2 1,000 1.675 
Lani McIntire....Lexington (300; 75¢-$1.50)..........111 2.225 201/995 
Jerry Wald...... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 3 2.025 6195 
Frankie Carle....Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)....... . 6 2.850 17,695 
Leo Reisman..... 5 3.025 16,300 
Boyd Raeburn... Lincoln (275; $1-$1.50)............. 4 1,000 3.750 
Guy Lombardo ..Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)........... 25 2,300 47,625 
Vaughn Monroe Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 1 1,650 2.995 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, New Yorker and Biltmore 
| have ice shows. Waidorf has Gracie Fields; Commodore, Glenn Milier’s 
| Modernaires; Lexington, Hawaiian floor show. 

7 3 days. 


Chicago 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 400; $2.50 min.). Dwight 
Fiske and Bondshu maintaining healthy 3,100. 

Jimmy Jey (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.) 
Off some, but around 4,700. , 

Eddie Oliver (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; 1.100: 50c¢ and 75c 
cover charge, plus $1.25 min.). Oliver accounted for fine 6.800. 
| Teddy Powell (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min), 
| Split week of Jimmy Dorsey and Powell, who opened Thurs. (23), chalked 
up great 6,900. 

Ran Wilde (Empire Room, Palmer House: 750; $3-3.50 min). 
garde and Wilde continue to pack ‘em in; 11,500 last week. 


Hilde- 


Los Angeles 
Freddie Martin (Ambassador: 900; $i-$1.50). 
| ing off at 4,100 covers. 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 
tabs. 


End of month dip level- 


Hitting on all 16. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Neat 4,200 


Gay Claridge (Chez Paree: 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Claridge and show head- 
ed by Jackie Miles pulled around fine 5,000. 
Del Courtney (Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.). 


Courtney pulling big 
crowds, averaging 4,900. 


(Los Angeles) 
Hal McIntyre (Palladium B, Hollywood, first week). 
prise. Will breeze over 32,500. 
Herace Heidt (Trianon B, Southgate, llth week). Tabs for 8,000. 
Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie’s, N, Los Angeles). Packed like a slave ship. 
Capacity 5,200 payolas. 


Watch for a sure 


Musicepmics Publishers, Inc., has 
Leeds in Move To been chartered to conduct a music 
: publishing business in New York. 
Capital stock 2C0 shares, no par 
+ 7 | value, Directors are: Albert P. Woll- 
Increase Ra heim, Louis Krasner and Eleanor 
| Stone, New York City. Wollheim 
| owns three shares; the others one 
Leeds Music Co. has stacked all apiece. 
catalogs it acquired during the past | 
couple years under the Leeds firm| Al Brandon, trumpet, left Marty 
name, a move designed primarily to | Irwin’s band at Penn-MeKee hotel, 
increase its ASCAP availability rat- | McKeesport, to join staff of KDKA, 
| ing. Move has not yet been fully! Pittsburgh. 
completed legally (discarded firm | = 
structures are in process of being 
dissolved), but Olman, Jenkins, Con- 
| solidated, Wabash, Kaycee have all | 
| been transferred under the Leeds. 
| title. | 
Grouping of these catalogs gives | ” 
Leeds 110 points in ASCAP, a total) 6 COLUMBIA 
that Lou Levy, head of the firm, has | ee 
petitioned the Society to increase. He c 
was up before the ASCAP avail- 
ability board last week to prove his 


case, but as yet has had no response 


PICTURES 


and ALL other picture studies 
use this 3x5 VISUAL recagd of 
song hits of over 100 - 
ers, plus old favorites. Ia- 
cludes lead sheet and tyrics of 
chorus. Samples free. 


TUNE-DEX 


New Yerk 19 


Al Friedman, formerly with Leeds 
in Chicago to Southern’ Music branch 
succeeding Paul Salvatori, now with 
Chappel. Bert Braun = succeeds 
Friedman for Leeds. | 


1619 Broadway 


| 


YOU KNOW THE TUNE— 


HERE ARE THE WORDS 
of the Mother's Day version of 


| DON'T WORRY MOM 


| Don't Worry Mom, I'm feeling fine today, 
Don't Worry Mom, ev'rything's okeh, 
This Mother's Day, I'm far away 
And yet | feel you're near; 
| Makes life worth while, | see you smile, 
As if you were right here. 
Don't Worry Mom, we've got them on the run 
Don't Worry Mom, seon you'll have your son 
Back home, and next Mother's Day 
I'll kiss you and say 
“What a bad dream we've been thru'!" 
1 miss you, | do, my dearest Mom. 
Copyright, 1944, by Ford Music, Inc. 


If YOU Sing Songs—Here’s One You SHOULD Sing! 


1619 Broadway New York 19, N. Y. 


round up aa 802 musician tempo- 
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AFM Threatens Walkout on ‘Ice Follies 
As Owners, WLB Refuse 159, Pay Hike 


Minneapolis, March 28. 
Following the refusal of the Arena 
here, housing the Shipstad-Johnson 
“Ice Follies,” to grant a 15% scale 


boost when the WLB refused to| 
certify it, the musicians’ union 
served a 10-day strike notice. The 


17 local musicians want an increase 
from $10 to $11.50 per performance 
for the nane shows per week during 
the three-week run. 

For a time it looked as though the 
attraction for its final nine days 
“would have to forego music. The 
management was faced either with 
that prospect or pinchhitting with a 
jukebox and p.a. system, or bring- 
ing in non-union musicians. 

However, a new WLB interpreta- 
tion of the situation may avert the 
strike. After Stanley Ballard, the 
union’s secretary-treasurer, pointed 
out that the $11.50 per man rate 
represents the musicians’ regular 
roadshow scale here, the WLB ad- 
vised him by mail that the matter 
is not one for its jurisdiction. 


Lyle wright, Arena manager, has |- 


informed Ballard that he'll refer the 


new ruling to his attorney and, af- | 


ter receiving the latter’s advice, will 
decide whether to boost the pay. 


+ 


AL BORDE 


PRESENTS 


BENNY MEROFF 


*“FUNZAFIRE” 


COMPANY 
(FIFTH YEAR) 
& 


Now Playing 
Jack Lynch’s 
WALTON ROOF 


With Rosenthal Inducted, 
-AGVA Staff to Split Work 


Post of legal counsel of the Amer- 
lican Guild of Variety Artists was 
abolished when Mortimer S. Rosen- 
thal left for vacation prior to army 
| induction. Duties will be divided 
among present. staff with Doris 
Fleischman, who assisted Rosenthal, 
taking charge of claims, arbitration 
and minimum basic agreements, 
while Muriel Abbott will handle 
agency contracts and franchises. 
Simultaneously AGVA starts its 
agency control department which 
' will be headed by Phyllis Biscardi. 
| This sector will see to it that AGVA 
| franchised agents and spots hire only 
'AGVA members in good standing. 


PHILLY SPOTS MARK 


Philadelphia, March 28. 

Philly nite spots are adopting a 
|‘‘wait and see” policy on the ques- 
tion of eliminating acts and/or music 
in view of the new 30% tax which 
goes into effect April 1. 

, A few of the leading hotels—nvia- 
‘bly the Bellevue-Stratford and the 
Ritz-Carlton—are cutting out danc- 
|ing while the Club Embassy has an- 
nounced that it would eliminate its 
show at dinner so that diners would 


would go on for supper and mid- 
night. 

Most of the other spots believe 
that the added tax will not affect 
business in view of the free spend- 
ing. Consensus of opinion is that 
| the sale of liquor will drop off with 
patrons buying perhaps one or two 
less drinks each to keep their checks 

_within the same figure as before the 
| tax went into effect. 
Drop in liquor sales would come 
|as a blessing in disguise to many 
| spots, as they have been struggling 
along on short booze rations of late 
anyway. 


Current edition of Arena Man- 
| agers Association production “Ice- 
| Capades” will close at the Pan- 
| Pacific Auditorium, Los Angeles, 
| June 
| AMA is currently working on the 
| fifth edition of “Ice-Capades” for 
presentation in the fall. Chester 


| ‘IcoCapades’ Finish 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Hale will again do the production. 


TIME ON 30% TAX HIKE 


not have to pay the 30% levy. Shows | 


Grace Hartman’s Illness 
Cancels Buffalo Cafe Date 


Buffalo, March 28. 
| Engagement of the Hartmans at 
| the Hotel Statler for two weeks cur- 
|rently has been cancelled due to 
| Grace Hartman’s affliction with bur- 
| sitis of the shoulder. 

Russell Swann holds over for an 
additional two weeks instead. 


Barbaro Buys 
New Det. Nitery 


Detroit, March 28. 

Frank Barbaro, whose Bowery in 
Hamtramck is ore of the phenomena 
in nitery circles, is extending his 
holdings by buying the equally big 
Grand Terrace Casino here. The 
' huge club, centered in Detroit, where 
for years it had operated as the 
Oriole Terrace, was revived a year 
ago and put into successtul operation 
as the Grand Terrace. 

Barbaro announced that he intends 
to follow his Bowery policy in the 
new spot with extensive floor shows 
—at the Bowery they run continu- 
ously from 9 p. m. to the 2 a. m. 
close —and dub the theatre-restau- 
rant the Latin Quarter. However, his 
new spot may permit a spot of 
dancing since Barbaro indicated he 
might aliermaie a rnumba band 
the show orchestra. 

While the deal has been made, it 
still has to get the final sanction of 
| the State Liquor Control Commis- 
sion, which has shown some tend- 
ency to frown on chain ownership 
of niteries. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., March 28. 
A. B. Anderson, ex-colonyite and 


now manager of the local Pontiac 
theatre, was elected to the village 


Board of Trustees by a majority of 
20 to 1. 


New Acts 


JEAN CARROLL 
Comedy, Songs 
12 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

Jean Carroll is a singing comedi- 
enne who looks as if she has been 
around in the hinterland if not in the 
New York sector. She proved a 
smash here, largely with a rep of 
double entendre lyrics and dialog. 
Possibly a little too crude for class 
spots, she’s a cinch for the regular 
vaude stands, 

Playing to an audience composed 
to large extent of bobbysock and 
jitterbug element, she drew some 
heckling comments following lines 
such as “Do you get stiff in the 
joints?” and “He tried to get under 
my skin.” Her routine about masher 
inviting her for a ride in his car is 
familiar but effective, while a vocal 
imitation of Harry James playing the 


trumpet also cleaned up. In_ short, 
corny but commercial. Mori. 
STUBBY KAYE 

Comedian 

10 Mins. 


Hotel Belmont-Plaza, N. Y. 

Stubby Kaye is a 270-pound come- 
dian whose weight is a contributing 
factor to his fol-de-rol and, inciden- 
tally, to his personality. He's a bub- 
bling fat boy who tells jokes mostly, 
some old and some seemingly new. 
but all get-overs because of his per- 
sonality and delivery. 

Kaye also breaks out in song in 
one spot, and suggests that he has a 
voice that would warrant more of it. 
For dates such as these, where the 
budget is not too high, he’s right, but 
for faster company he'll need a more 
varied routine and better material. 

Kaye, incidentally, is one of those 
unsung big ‘little’ guys in show biz 
who are doing a whale of a job en- 
tertaining servicemen domestically 
and overseas. He recently returned 
from a long overseas tour, 

Kahn, 


SENOR CARLOS (3) 
Comedy, Instrumental 
10 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 


3 Stooges Help Set 
N.0. Theatre Record, 
186; Get 96 on 50-50 


New Orleans, March 28. 

| Three Stooges were held largely 
responsible for cracking the house 
Charles theatre 
$6,000. Trio 


| record at the St. 


there last week by 
, helped draw about $18,000 and 
/walked out with approximately 
$9,000. They had a 50-50 deal. 

| Old mark of approximately $12,000 
was held by Chico Marx’s orchestra, 
It’s a 1,200-seat house. 

On the bill with the Stooges were 
Jane Sterling, Jed Dooley & Co, 
Grace Johnson, m.c., and Max and 
His Gang. Film was a “B.” 


Dauphine, N. 0., Set 


As Nitery-Theatre 

New Orleans, March 28. 
The Dauphine theatre, once the 
home of burlesque and musical 


shows but dark for the past decade, 
will be reopened April 8 as the 
Riviera Theatre-Club. Theatre is 
being redecorated. 

Two bands will alternate in pro- 
viding music for dancing and ice- 
skating. Bill opening includes “Ice 
Follies of 1944” plus vaudeville. 


Renee Sheppard Back To 
G’wich Village Nite Life 


Renee Sheppard, former vaude and 
musical comedy actress as well asa 
pioneer in Greenwich Village, N, Y., 
nite life entertainment during the so- 
called tea room era, is returning to 
that sector as nite-club operator. 

She has leased the building which 
formerly housed the Log Cabin nit- 
ery at Fourth and Cornelia streets 
and will convert it into Renee's 
Boardwalk Casino. 


NOW ENTERTAINING 


Senor Carlos, in Mexican costum- | 
ing, serves as a filler suitable for less 
important spots as an opener. He 


| Hal Webster, former producer for} works with a team, dressed alike in 


| Warner Bros., 
| papers and left for N. Y. last week. 

Victor King, former 
arranger, is a newcomer at the Will 
Rogers. Discovered ailment when 
examined for the draft. 

Among those upped for meals in 
the main dining room are Hazel 
'Smith, Ben Schaffer, Louis Gold- 
shlag, Len Grotte and Goode Holmes, 

Howard Levy upped for two meals 
a day on the day that he celebrated 
his 25th wedding anniversary. 

Milton Berle and Happy Benway 
| will be guest columnists for the 
| April issue of We the Patients, Will 
| Rogers monthly mag. 

Write to those who are ill. 
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PAUL SMALL PRODUCTIONS 


EMMETT R. CALLAHAN, General Manager 


“STARTIME" opens Aug. 5, Curran Theatre, San Francisco 
“HALLS OF MONTEZUMA" (comedy) Now in Preparation 


“YOURS FOR FUN" starring BILLY HOUSE and EDDIE GARR 
(For Presentation Houses)—Opening Apr. 18, Orpheum, Los Angeles 


General Manager 
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symphonic | a 


| 


received his O. K.| blue Mexican costumes, who play the | 


harmonica while he accompanies on | 
uke. Musical efforts are okay, | 
though much is due to the excellent | 
backing provided here by the Will | 
Osborne orch. Some pointless com- | 
edy material gets by. Carlos also| 
plays the jew’s harp. Mori. 


Four Franks Split 


The Four Franks, standard vaude- 
ville act, split up after finishing last 
week at the Empire theatre, Fall 
River, Mass. 

Schism is an amicable one, pro- 
fessed reason being the desire of 
some members of the team to have 
Ollie Franks go it alone as a single 
in order to further her singing ca- 
reer. 

Bennett Frank has lined up an 
agent’s job and Leona expects to 
marry shortly. Perry plans to con- 
tinue on the stage in a dancing | 
act with an as yet unnamed femme | 
partner. Ollie will break in as a_| 
single in about two weeks and will | 
fill engagements this summer, as she 
did last season, at the Forrest Park | 
Open Air Theatre in St. Louis. 


THE ROYS IN SCOTLAND 


WILLIE SHORE 


AL BORDE 


Broadway’s Youngest 
Producer-Designer 


JOE CROSBY 


Louise’s Monte Carlo 
New York City 
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Radio Performers Profit By P.A.s For 
War Effort, Look to Comm’ Stage Work 


Capitalizing on experience gained 4 


jn personal appearance tours in) WLW ‘Jamboree’ Set 


army camps, hospitals and war 
plants, radio performers are increas- 
ingly turning toward the stage. At 


two package shows featuring 


least 

radio talent are set for stage appear- 
ances With indications that many 
more will follow suit should the | 


original ventures hit pay dirt. 
Already lined up for weekend 
daics in Trenton, Camden and Phila- 
delphia is “Radio Cavalcade,” a 
package unit devised by the Con- 
solidated Radio Artists agency of 
New York, which is pioneering the 
idea, “Cavalcade” will feature CBS, 
NBC and Blue network attractions, 


including Tom Howard and George | 


Shelton. Joan Brooks, the Deep | 
River Boys, Denver Darling, John 
Feeney, the Borrah Minevitch 


troupe, Gus Van and an accompany- 
ing band. Show opens a two night 
stand in Trenton on April 8. 

Also ogling the footlights is the 
WJZ-Blue network combine, which 


has commercial aspirations for its 


“Blue Network Jamboree.” a pack- | 
age show that has been giving gratis | 
years for army camps, hospitals and 


performances during the last two 


war plants, covering about 9v.000 
miles of eastern seaboard in the 
process. 


“Jamboree.” which includes Lew 


Lehr, Whispering Jack 


js now being worked over with a 
view to finding a suitable stage for- 
mat. 

Show had an experimental break- 
jn at the Mosque theatre, Newark, 
several weeks ago. 


Boswell’s Roxy, N. Y., Date 


Connee Boswell has been booked 
into the Roxy theatre, N. Y., for 
some time in May. It’s her second 
date at that house. 


Miss Boswell has not been work-} 


jng in vaude lately. For the. past 
couple months she has confined her- 


self to a sustaining Blue network | first nitery date at Tic-Toc, Montreal, 


program Wednesday evenings. 


For Annual Vaude_ 


Paterson Cafe ‘Unfair’ 


The Piccadilly Club, 
N. J,. and Phil Krakauer, owner of 
the nitery, have been placed on the 
unfair list by AGVA. Krakauer is 
charged with cancelling acts in vio- 
lation of contract and with deduct- 


Paterson, 


| ing 1% of basic salaries for payment | 


to ASCAP. 


Cincinnati, March 28. 


Maintaining an annual schedule. 
WLW’s “Boone County Jamboree” is 
booked for the RKO Palace, Colum- 


| Dayton, O., April 14-16, and Keith's 


| Theatre, 


Indianapolis, Ind., April 


| 20-23. 


The bookings were made by Bill 
McCluskey, manager of WLW Pro- 
motions, Inc., who also has lined up 
a number of fair dates in Ohio and 
Indiana for the hillbilly unit. 


Padlocking Suits Vs. 
Brook and Sunny Isles, 
Miami, for Gambling 


Miami, March 28. 
Injunction suits to padlock the 


Smith, the | 
Kibitzers, Jackie Kelk and others, | 


Brook club and Sunny Isles club 
were filed Wednesday (22) in circuit 
court by State Attorney Stanley 
Milledge. Charges are for gambling. 
The suits were a result of-investiga- | 
tions conducted by the state at-| 
torney, after a grand jury refused to 
probe Dade county gambling at the 
' state attorney’s request. 

R. B. Gautier, Jr., a local attorney | 
and member of the 1943 legislature, | 
now in the Navy, was listed as resi- | 
dent agent of the Brook Club.} 
Charles Friedman, Jules Levitt, Wil- | 
liam Maher, Harold Salvey and Ike | 
Miller of Miami Beach were named 
as owners and officers of the two} 
corporations involved in the Sunny 
Isles operation. In both petitions, 
Milledge alleged that some facilities 
for serving food, entertainment and | 
dancing were provided, but these 
were “only incidental to the primary 
| purpose of maintaining and operat- | 
ing unlawful gambling houses.” 


Norton Sisters, song trio, play their | 


| opening April 3. 


bus, O., April 11-13: Memorial = 


Redstone-AGVA 


Mickey Redstone, slated Monday 
ican Guild of Variety Artists, along 
with his two Boston niteries,- the 
Mayfair and the Latin Quarter, is 
back in the good graces of AGVA. 
Redstone conferred early last week 
with Matt Shelvey, national AGVA 
exec sec, in a N. Y. confab that 


|; wound up with Redstone signing a} 
minimum 

both clubs and agreeing to eliminate | 
the 60-day clause hitherto attached 


basic agreement covering 


contracts. Pact re- 
appearing at 


to all Redstone 
stricted entertainers 


either Redstone club from filling any | 


nitery engagement within 60 miles of 


| Boston for 60 days after completing 
| their date at either spot. 

Under the new agreement, chorines | 
playing both clubs, which are listed | 


as class A niteries, will receive a 
minimum of $45 weekly, represent- 
ing an increase of $5 over the former 
rate. Redstone also agreed to clear 


through AGVA all talent appearing | 
at benefits, celebrity nights and simi- | 


lar occasions. 


SONNY SKYLAR SET FOR 
LA MARTINIQUE, N. Y. 


Sonny Skylar. songwriter-singer, 
is booked into La Martinique, N. Y., 
for two weeks and options, opening 
April 26. 


| Skylar is currently doing most of 
i his work in radio. He’s on the Clark 


Candy show on the Blue every Sun- 


|}day and on WOR sustaining during 
‘the week. 


In Hub Contracts 


(27) for the unfair list of the Amer- | 


Niteries Move For 


Less than 48 hours before the 30°: 
amusement tax becomes a 


national 
l Jaw, show biz spokesmen represent- 
ing all phases of the nitery field will 
huddle in Washington with the Dept. 
of Internal Revenue in 
hour effort to circumvent the pend- 
ing blow to variety performers. 

Training to D. C. for the confab 


ican Guild of Variety Artists: Noah 
L. Braunstein, representing the N. Y. 
Cafe Owners Guild: Dave Siegle. 
| prez of the Joint Council of Culinary 
Workers, and spokesmen for the 
Artists Representative Ass'n and 
| agents. 
| A request that the 30°. tax edict 
| be expanded to apply equally to all 
| spots where live or juke box music 
| is served up with the food and liquor 
is one proposal that may be offered 
the nitery contingent to soften 
the impact of the fiscal ruling as it 
will affect variety entertainers. 
Figured that if nitery operators 
are offered the alternative of evad- 


| by 


| their talent 
tans 


policy and hiking 
the former course is virtu- 
ally certain to be carried out in the 
great majority of the smaller ‘spots. 

In line with this idea, likely that 
should the original proposal be re- 
jected an alternative plan will be 
proffered whereby any establish- 


ment offering any component of 
musie, dancing and entertainment 


would be subject to the tax. 
Avoid Layoffs 
Should the tax be extended to in- 


feared wholesale layoff of variety 
talent will be avoided, AGVA offi- 
cials believe. 


| 


| AGVA will meet with the approval 


| of the American Federation of Musi- 


| clans and other show biz factions re- | 


Mains a moot point. 

| Selected nitery representatives will 

i; meet with Shelvey today (29) to con- 

| SOlidate the aims of each faction be- 

|fore Thursday’s Washington confab. 
Believed by AGVA that the status 


an eleventh-! 


Thursday (30) will be Matt Shelvey, | 
national administrator of the Amer- {| 


ing the tax bite by dispensing with! 
| their performers as against retaining | 
the} 


clude all forms of entertainment. the | 


Whether or not, how-} 
| ever, such proposals as outlined by} 


I1th-Hour Reprieve 


Or Modification on 30% Tax Bite 


,quo of the tax bite will inevitably 
lead to establishment of bootleg spots 
| where the customers wiil absorb sub 


{rosa entertainment without paying 
the excess Government freight. En- 
tertainers forced by economic cire 


cumstances to play such dives would, 
perforce, be cozened out of their 
rights and privileges, to say not!) 
of standard 
members. 


salaries, as 


| Is Bar Part of Nitery? 
Tax Dept. Sez It Is 
| And Collects 5°, Nick 


Henry Falace, owner and operator 
of Henrt's, 
Tudor 


tagged for 


the City section, New York, 
$1,000 by Internal 


last week for 


Was 


Revenue’ Division 


drinks served at the bar in addition 
to the regular 5% nick for those 
served in the entertainment room. 

Falace, new to the nitery angle, 


having previously run place as res- 
taurant sans entertainment, had been 
collecting the customary 5% tax on 
all checks for food and liquor served 
in the nitery room, where a sextet 
furnishes dance music. Since there 
were no checks made at the bar, and 
drinks were paid for singly as 
served, Falace did not think these 
|} were taxable. Revenue ruling, how- 
;ever, Was that since room was not 
|closed off from bar it could be le- 
| gally assumed that the railbirds were 
, actually part of the nitery’s audience. 
Falace paid up but is now in a 
, quandary, with the 30% tax bite in 
| the offing, as to whether to continue 
as a nitery or revert to a restaurant 
sans entertainment. 


SONNY FONTAINE’S JOB 
| Neil (Sonny) Fontaine, longtime 
m.c.-vocalist at Jack Lynch’s, Phila- 
|delphia, joins the Yacht Club Boys 
next week. 

He’s the son of Evan Burrows Fone 
taine, once of the “Ziefeld Follies.” 


that truly can express the gratitude | feel to so many folks: To that 
wonderful, ever-loyal TED SHAPIRO ....to the grand gang at the 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY. .. and to all the lovely people who have 


welcomed me back for my return engagement at 


MONTE PROSER’S COPACABANA 


Its a grand and glorious feeling to be 


THE LAST OF THE RED HOT MAMAS 


in so many hearts! 


SOPHIE TUCKE 


IV APPRECHATION:—JACK YELLEN for writing all my exelusive songs. 
HARRY HARRIS for Special Material on Popular Songs. 
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WEEK 


Variety Bills 


OF MARCH 31 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show, 


whether full or split week. 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITy 
Capitol (30) 


mimy Duran | 


Ilo 


nes 


Leo Carr 
Farl H 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (30) 


Pear! Robbins 


Ore j 


} 
Bob Easton 
| Hal Sherman 


Bob Nicholson 


Paramount | 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (20) 

Xavier Cugat Orc 

Lyn Shirles 

Dean Murphy 

Cugat Choi: 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (30) 


Ray English 


Gracie Barrie 

Rob Williams 
MIAMI 

Olympia (29) 

Max & Gang 

Duanos 

Radio Aces 

Wesson Bros 

Rigoletto Bros & A 


RKO | 


BOSTON 
RKO (30) 
Blue Barron Orc 

Bill Bailey 

Terry & Ralph Rio 

Chester Dolphin 
(23) 

Tony Pastor Ore 

Guy Kibbee 


Stardusters 
Diamond Bros 
Betty Lorraine 


CINCINNATI 


CLEVELAND 
Albee (30) 
Cah Calloway Ore 
Chocolateers 
Avis Andrews 
Dotty Saulters 
Cab Jivers 
(23) 
Chico Marx 
Louis Prima Ore 
Ray Eberle 
Stanley & Marti 
COLUMBUS 


Palace (30) RKO (4-6) 
Martha Rave Co Bobby Sherwood Or 
2 Winter Sis Chico Marx 
Roy Smeck Georgie Kaye 
Condos Bros Ted & Flo Valtett 
3 Swifts (28-30) 

(28) Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore Gene Krupa 
Peg Leg Bates Paul Regan 
Coley Worth & M 3 Edwards Sis 
ALABAMA Raleigh 
Birmingham State (30-1) 
WILMINGTON 
Eye Dears of- 1944 Carolina (31-1) 
Mobile ted, Hot & Lovely 
Lyric (30-2) Winston Salem 


Beachcombers Rev 


State (27) 


Count Berni Vici Co'S Montmartra Gis 


Cabaret Bills 


Aquarium West. 


Gloria Parker Ore 
Zarker Quartet 
Angie Bond 3 


bill Cadmus 

Skyliners 
Armand@o’s 

Ann 
Bal Tavbarin 


NEW YORK CITY 


Peggy O'Neill 
Marie McCall 
Marcia Kent 
Club 1-2-3 
Roger Stearns 
Myra Kingsiey 
CopacaLana 
Jimmy Duranie 


Karen Cooper 


Roy Douglas 


Larry Brooks 


BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


+ EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


NEW YORK 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


BEVERLY 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLOG. 


HILLS, CAL. 


Selma SO. CAROLINA 
Wilby (28) Anderson 
Beachcombers Rey Criterion (29) 

GEORGIA Follies d’Armour 
Augusta Charleston 
Modjeska (30-1) Victory (27-29) 
Follies Armour Red, Hot & Lovely 
Columbus Columbia 
Royal (30-1) Carolitfa (30) 
lamour Girl Rev ted, Hot & Loveiy 
NO. CAROLINA Greenville 
Charlotte Center (28) 
Broadway (31-1) Follies d’'Armour 
Tropical Nights Spartanburg 
Concord State (27) 
Paramount (27) Follies @ Armour 
Tropical Nights VIRGINIA 
Greensboro Roanoke 
National (30) Roanoke (29-30) 
Ha Clark’s Rev Tropical Nights 
NEW YORK CITY! PHILADELPHIA 
Strand (31) } Earle (31) 
Russ Morgan Ore | Milt Britton Ore 
Minevitch Rascals | Marey MeGuire 
Johnny Puleo Arthur Blake 
Barbara Elaine j Allen & Kent 
(24) 
(24) » Withers 
tuss Morgan Ore Ray Heatherton Orc | 
M t I cals Steve Evans 
lo} Puleo WwW ASHINGTON 
Barbara BI | Earle (24) 
ELMIRA | Mary Healy | sua 
Richard Himber Ore ! Roxyettes 


Independent 


NEW YORK CITY 
Music Mall (31) 
Harrison & Fisher 
Grace Panvini 
Janice Ciofi 
Geo Young 
Roxy (30) 
Count Basie Ore 
Berry Bros 
Frank Paris 
Carol Bruce 
Zero Mostel 
Academy (27-29) 
Mciry Beth Hughes 


B Wells & 4 Fays 
Jones Bros 
Al Gordon's Dogs 
Ted & Art Miller 
Crotona (28) 
Virginia Austin 
Eddie Shine 
Trumpet Aces 
LONG ISLAND 
Jamaica (27-29) 
Aunt Jemima 


Campbell & Lloyd 
Winik & Mae 
Lou Brown Co 
The Valentines 
(30) 
fddie Shine 
3 to fill) 
(30-2) 
Sasha Leonoff 
(4 to fill) 
Sunnyside (1-2) 
Valentines 
Little Sis 
(3 to fill) 
ALLENTOWN 
State (3-5) 
Boys Heather 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Arren & Broderick 
BALTIMORE 
Hippocrome (30) 
Mitchel Ayres Orc 
Little Tough Guys 
Dixie Dunbar 


! 
( 


Chris Cross 


Acorn & Simmons 
Jack Barrie 
Lou Harold Ore 
Krank Warren Ore 

Lill Wertolotti’s 
Norma Raymond 
Laura Wilson 
Vincent Pierce 
Sally Goodwin 
Moya Gifiord 
Loretta Lane 
Victor Dietz 
Judith Baker 
George Morris Ore 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Roberto Ore 

Bill’s Gay 90's 
Ethe! Gilbert 
Joan Reilly 


Tom Morro 
Eddie Steele 
Toni Morrow 
Maxine Johnson 
Club 18 
Roy Sedley 
Vinee Curran 
Noel Toy 
Fatso Marco 
Eddie Lord 
Gordon Andrews O 
Club 51 
Frankie Hyers 
Pat Harrington 
Adducte 
Hilda Taylor 


ieeey a Keith Hall Nelson, Lewis and Masiers then cop 
| Bernie Grauer Sylvia Barry a big hand with a novelty ditty. Mir- | 
Harold Willard Barry Meehan iam Lavelle, a product of Granite 
Jack Ryan James 3. Allison 
Charles Strickland Four Rose Buds | City, li., neat here, and w ho debuted 
j Jimmy burns Will Quentmeyer jat the age of 5 at the Fox, twice | 
j Bill Kelsey aie Rosalie Grant ‘ scores in a heel and toe Spanish | 
; Gay 90's Quarte ‘ommy Tucker Ore | dance ; ater in a acr “Ol a 
| slue Angel Jose Morand Ore P of = 
| Robert Crum rol, Backwaras drawls nifty pat- 
the Bernards Dick Kuhn ter preceding his blackboard work, 
Hotel Bermont | in which he spells, writes and pro- 
Ellis Larkins Trio Plaza | nounces backwards any word offered 
Stuart Ro (Glass Hat) iby the payees. It’s sock Masters 
Bunty Pendlet Mickey Alpert Ore | 
Alan Bynon ;and Rollins are runnersup for top| 
Ralph Lewis | honors with their zaney stuff. Gal} 
Jimmy Savo tosita & Deno |} does a rubber limb routine, a la 
| Mildred Baile Pg | Ch irlotte Greenwood, that wins the 
Hal Chase {mob, Team also does some nifty tap | 
Cafe society | “Fuddy Duddy Watchmaker” in 
Miller Medernaires | the Betty Hutton style warbled by | 
| Mary Lou Williame| Hotel Dixle the gal in Ming, Ling and Hoo Shee 
White Al kept palms in action, and their take- 
Eddie Heywood Ore! , off of a hill billy act and also of 
Lill — Hote] Essex House| Sinatra and Crosby is o. k. Nelson 
| Jimmy Harkins g | Nick D'Amico Ore | and Lewis also score in their interp 
| Danny Yates Ore |, Hotel Lexington | of “An Old-Fashioned Girl” ditty. | 
Russe In between are several fast moving 
fntaed Bikaciiake Mokihana skits and the lme has a paper doll | 
Nicholas Khadarik | A! McIntire routine and precision military drill | 
N Veralle Ballet — ete ‘ after being lowered from the roof in | 
adimir Lazarev ote AncoIn sty 
C. Codolban Ore Boyd Raeburn Ore paratrooper style. , a | 
Cerutti’s Hotel MeAipin Whole presentation moves speed- | 
| 


Marco 


Mildred Law 
Mann & Knott 
Los Andrini 
Samba Sirens 
Joel Herron Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Coa Keuge 
Kathleen 
Dick Wilson 
B Bizony Enemble 
Jack Dempsey’> 
The Victory Boys 
Lysa Bert 
D Baker Musicomics 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Bob Hall 
Vivien Fay 
Victoria Rane 
Ross Sis 


Gladys Tell 
Ernest Hamory 
Johnny Messner Orc} 
Hotel New Yorker 
Jerry Wald Ore 
Hotel Park Centra. 
Bob Chester Orc 
G & G Bernard 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Frankie Carle Ore 
Hote« Pierre 
Dr Giovanni 
Maye & Harger 
Forrest Goodenough 
Kitty Crawford 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ellen Mitchell 


Guy Lombardo Ore | Irene Hilda 
Walter Perner Ore Bob Maurice 
Hotel savey Plaza) Jone Hawkins 
Clemente Ore Leo Pleskow 


Mary Raye & Naldi} 


Plaza Elayne Hume 
| Bob Hannon Ralph Rotgers Ba 
| Celeste Holm Old Reumuniaa 
Andree & Bonnie Jack Richards 
Mark Monte Ore Sadie Banks 


Joseph Marvin Ore 


| Mazzone & Abbott 


|Shea & Raymond Village Vanguard 
|Christiani Family Albinny Jones 
Henry Therrien Ginger Dulo 
Charlo & Dupree Gwen Tyne 
Una Cooper Joe Thomas 8 
Adele Parrish Wivel 
Pon McGrane Orch! Bob Lee 
Jose Cortez Orch Carmen Montoya 
faa Vie Parisienne | Tommy Hayden 


Joe laPorte Oro 


Bob Grant Ore 
Paris Qui Chante 


Hotel Roosevelt 


Ex As 


Florinda cen 
| Myreite Lonselle 


Gerri Gale 
Pop Brownlee'’s H 


Cardini 


Celeste Holm 
leon & Eddie's 
Joey Adams 


Ml! Hildeen 
Gertrude Hild 
The Paulens 


Tony Canzoneri Harry Horton Ore 
Evelyn Brooks Zanzibar 
Podson’s Monkeys Ethel Waters 
Cowan's Madcaps Maurice Rocco 
Carlos & Linda Son & Sonny 
Tammi O'Hara 3 Peppers 

Nena Montes | Harold Nicholas 


Tons & Wilda 
Sabby Lewis Orch 


Lazara & Castellam 
Lou Martin Ore 


| of 


Monte Carlo Dusty Fletcher 
Dick Gasparre Ore | Peewee Marquette 
Marga Hal Thomas Bd 

{ 
Unit Revi 
x 
Fox, St. Louis 
St. Louis, March 24. 
George White’s “Scandals,” with 


Miriam Lavalle, Prof. Backwards, Al 
Klein, Eddie Nelson, Sam Lewis, 
Ming, Ling and Hoo Shee, Masters 
& Rollins, Line (16), Orch (20): 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Col). 


Fanchon & Marco imported a 72- 
minute version of George 
“Scandals” to the 5,000-seater Fox 
this week, Large gobs of solid enter- 
tainment are packed into the per- 
formances. 

Line of lookers starts the frolic 


samba and boogie woogie. 


ily and keeps the mob on the edge 

its chairs. The huge house was 

almost filled at the session caught. 
Sahu. 


Dave Tough, drummer recently re- 
leased from the navy, is headed for 
Woody Herman’s band when Cliff 
Leemans' reports for induction. 
Tough was with Artie Shaw’s band 
during its recent South Pacific tour. 
Shaw is also out of service. 


White's | 


with an interp of the rhumba, the) 
Kline, | 


uniforms, parade around the room 
with Jimmy, the clown, starting 
| proceedings in_ typical  tanbark 


| 


Night Club Reviews 


Rie Cabana, Chi 


Chicago, March 28. 
Joan Merrill, The Chadwicks (2),! 
Luda Sue, Jerry Bergen with Al-| 
legra Varron, Crawford Price, Terry | 


Hotel Sheraton | Queen Mary O'Donnell, Rio Cabana Girls (8), | 
| Milt Herth | Eddie Fens Orch (7); minimum | 
State (30-1) Circle (31) Letty Westmore | Vera Niva 95 

Hild | Jimmy Dorsey Ore Hotel St. Moritz | Castaine & Barry $2.50 and $3.50. 

Marie Cora Coley Worth & M Dolores Del Carmen| Guy Martin Girls | 

Dick Leslie i ene Rng Ron Perry Ore | Pat Clayton i Chuck and Bert Jacobsen, opera- | 

Johnny Reading Co ME Hotel St. Regis | Irving Conn Ore  thic have another win-! 

(2-5) { Adams (31) Freddy Miller Orc! Peter Rotunda La tors of 

* McAuliffe Sis | Georgie Auld Ore | The lora Brpoks Rogers Corner } hing show in the presen nee. 4 

Trip & F | Helen Forrest Lynn Gardner Korn Kobblers | headed by Joan_ Merrill and aided 

ne ob Simone Ore Harry ourt Ore) by The Chadwicks, socko dance 
ts & Saddies | Mineviteh Rascals Evan Jones Ore Papaya waiians , 

BOSTON NORFOLK lotel Taft Viesor Quartet team. Both are show stoppers. 
| Bradford Hotel (30) Ceater (31) Yineent Loves Ore | Harold Green Joan Merrill has the audience in 
Midgets) Hotel Walderf-A | Ross Macl.can the palm of her hand and holds them 

Wally Boag | Pat Henning & Col | 4 ira 3 Mi rryn with het sple ndid vocalizing, Open- 

Roy Davis | Victor Borge Leo Reisman Ore Sig Schoth Ore ing with “Yodeling Jive” she follows 
cam > Mischa Borr Ore Kuban Blea with “Besame Mucho,” an “Okla- 

Gibert & Carroll |The Texans Hurricane Emogene Coca homa” medley, “How Did He Look? 

Tommy Turner Bobby Baxter ees iene Coavieey and encores with “Summertime” to 

Jackie Vir ent Co Geraldine De Bois Irwin Core, solid applause. 

Panl White Herman Chittison 3) The are a_ sensation 

Stevens Bros & Bear | Roberta’s Circus ldy Hal Julius Monk 

EASTON 3-5) oa ete with their breathtaking spins and 

Charles Whittier Bowers Gay | clever lifts. A good looking pair, 

Windy Cook Dick Leslie = June Edwards Marty Reide they work with ease and finesse. 

Jean Carroll 4 Crackerijiacks Kelly's Solid hit. | 
ELIZABETH PHILADELPHIA | Glenda Hope Pas Jerry Bergen, assisted by Allegra| 
Liberty (30-2) Carman (31) Jeanne Lynne dy s | 

Virginia Austin Stan & Art Catron | Jo Ann Collier Walter Liberace Varron, holds down the comedy spot. | 

Campbell & Lioyd | Grace Johnston | John Rockwood Fred The diminutive Bergen expertly 

Harris & Anucrs Reynolds & White | Burke 2 pantos a concert violinist, a sym- | 

Gil Johnson PROVIDENCE _ | Terry Spike Russ Smith O1 ; d bow-lesged | 

Lou Brown Co Metropolitan (31-2) | Renee Tavern-on-Green phony conductor, a Ow Se 
PALL RIVER Charlie Spivak Miidred Truce_ Joe Ricardel Orc buckaroo and draws extra laughter | 
Empire (28-30) Lee Ross Romero & with double talk. Miss Varron is an | 

Bag a SPRINGFIELD | | Joe Capello Ore Alex Giraldo couple of vocals. While Bergen man- 

3 Sophisticated Gls Court Sq (30-2) Keily’s Stable Harry Le Roy ages to garner plenty of laughs the 
HAKRISBURG =| Mary Beth Hughes | Clark Monroe Ore | dy room seemed just a little too big 

State (3-5) Galli Sis Coleman Hawkins Bus Davis z h ets 

D'’Artega Ore 8 Samuels Clarence Profit Ubangi Club for his type of work. ut he gets 

Windy Cook Bob Gentry Dink Patterson Viola Jefferson over big. 

Lyda Sue's short but graceful rou- 

(30-1) NSOCKE iss Rhapsody Ts 

Gay Nineties Rey New Park (31-2) La Conga Chu Cho Martinez | tine of cartwheels, somersault twists, | 

Joe Howard Dodson's Monkeys Teddy Walters Yaul Remos aerials and other acrobatics are 

Shaw Lee Jeane Carro arris, Claire & § Machito 

Frank McMahon Winik & Mae Rervando Piaz 3 three routines. The first, Pr 

Gay Nineties 4 Silietta Sis Machito Rhumba Bd] Larry Douglas Lane, introduced by | ‘raw for 

F La Ronnie Cunningham] Price, colored midget, to Ziegfeld 

Floradora Gls *lymouth (26-2 ‘rances Faye Jack Blair thie e sings 
HARTFORD Dodson’s Monkeys Norman Lawrence Mata & Hari 4 55 
State (31-2) Galli Sis farbara Blaine Village Barn Mandy and contributes a ew 

Shep Fields Ore 3 Samuels t Maxi Bergere Ore Dick Thomas dance steps. Then a colorful] Indian 

= Red River Dave Fantasy, done in fluorescent cos- 

Jlovd & illis ony Farra uarter estelle Loring 
INDIANAPOLIS | Chester Barrie Rilly Vine Tiny Clark tumes and a rhumba number. Terry 


O'Donnell is an acceptable strong 
emcee and Eddie Fens Orch does a 
fine job of playing the show and fur- 
nishing good dance tunes. Morg. 


Minnesota Terraee 
(HOTEL NICGLLET, MPLS.) 
Minneapolis, March 18. 
Perry Martin Orch (13), Selma 
Marlowe Dancers (6), Jimmy, Dolo- 
rez Evers, Wilfred Du Bois, Young 
Sisters (2); $1.50-$2 min. 


A circus type revue is appropriate 


here, now that the Shriners are 
staging the annual indoor circus 
time. Entertainment is lively and 


unusual for this swanky supper club. 
Each act rates high in its class. 

The band stand now resembles the 
big-top and the musicians, clad in 
conventional loud red circus band 


fashion. Jimmy cuts various capers 
at the tables and on the platform to 
fill in the brief waits. Fast pacing 
adds to the show's effectiveness. 
While not entirely in keeping with 
the circus motif the live hula num- 
ber, a holdover here, reaps good 
audience response. Selma Marlowe 
has whipped up above-the-average 
line and its numbers are smartly 
costumed, lighted and staged. 
Dolorez Evers performs barefoot 
toe dancing on the tisht wire Her 
acrobatics show unusual skill. 
Comedy is provided by the smooth 
juggling of Wilfred Du Bois. Tricks 
are perfectly adapted for a night 
club and his breezy manner also 
helps to put him over. 
Contortion stunts and demonstra- 
tions of body control by the Young 


manner comments on such 
topics as women, inflation, the war 
production board Eleanor 
Roosevelt. He next comes throuph 
with a_ couple chuckle—exicting 
songs, “Be Sure to Listen Tomor- 
row,” containing some jabs at the 
radio commercial piffle, and another 
about what a Brooklyn gir] expects 
of her “dream boy.” 

The Porretta orchestra plays soft- 
ly and well for dancing. specializi 
particularly in old faves and with 
many waltz included Jeanne 
Leitt, boogie-woogie singer, did not 
appear at the dinner show caught, 
Room entirely filled. Rees, 


Shangri-La. Boston 


divers 


Boston, March 1}. 
Jerri Blanchard, Buddy Mack, 
Wilds, Marilee Echois, Boots Me. 


Kenna Line (8); Sammy Dale Orch 
(7). $2.00 min.; $3.00 Sats. 

Jerri Blanchard turns in a sultry 
stint as featured warbler at the 
Shangri-La. Depending more on in- 
flection, personality and good looks 
than on voice, Miss Blanchard does a 
half dozen specially written songs 
with torrid lyrics in an intimate 
fashion with no help, for the most 
part, from the mike. Could brush 
up on her diction to good effect. but, 
in general! is clicko. 

Starts off with “As Long As You're 
Not in Love.” and continues with 
“Gee I Love My G.I. Guy,” “Wolves, 
Wolves, Wolves,” “Take It Easy” and 
“I’m the Wife of the Life of the 
Party.” Also does “Sunny Side of 
the Street” and “Shine.” and hits 
with pops more than with specials. 

Show also lists the Wilds in char- 
acter taps, Marilee Echols in acro- 
taps and the eight Boots McKenna 
girls in a couple of productions. 
Buddy Mack m.c.’s nicely and does 
a drunk sketch and a dance routine, 

Elie. 


Sans Souci. Mexico City 
Mexico City, March 7. 

Mario Ruiz Armengol’s Orch, Con- 
junto Havana Casino Orch; Harris & 
Shore, Alicia Parla, Mario Gil; min- 
imums, $25 (Mex) Saturdays; $20 
(Mex) other nights. 

This frontline spot, recently opened 
by Miguel Friay and Miguel Miro, 
owners-operators of the Havana Sans 
Souci, is a successful operation, at- 
tracting class Mexican and foreign 
patronage. Location, appointments, 
service, floor show and atmosphere 
are among the best here. Trade is 
always good. 

Floor show is currently headed by 
one of the highest paid acts in 
Mexico—Norman Harris and Sylvia 
Shore, comedy dance team, playing 
this spot for eight weeks. They are 
a smash, clicking big from the start 
of their first date in this country. 

Rhumba-conga numbers are done 
to good reception by Alicia Parla, 
comely Cuban, also making her Mex- 
ican debut here. 

Mario Gil does well doubling as 
emcee and singing Spanish and Eng- 
lish tunes. 

Music department is tops. Mario 
Ruiz Armengol and his Mexican band 
serve a neat swing, and Cuban and 
other tropical tunes are rendered to 
the patrons’ taste by Conjunto. 

Grahame. 


Camellia House. Chi 
(DRAKE HOTEL) 
Chicago, March 16. 
David Brooks, Bill Snyder Orch 
(6); no minimum. 


David Brooks, good-looking six 
foot baritone, is the current feature 


Sisters on a narrow perch above a 
table rate salvos. 
ward and other bends are out of the 
ordinary. 

Marlowe girls complete bill with a 
colorful balloon number. 

The Martin orchestra plays show 


Many of the back- | 


'and dance music with Martin doing | 


attraction in this swanky, plush-lined 
intimate room. Brooks with the 
looks and personality sought 
film firms, has a rich baritone wn 
he projects expertly with or 
out a mike. 

His repertoire 
musical comedy 


is a mixture of 
tunes, ballads and 


with F 


well on the vocals Room well | pops. Does “Surrev rringe on 
filled at mid-week midnight show | Top, “All the Things You Are,” 
caught. Rees. | “Falling in Love.” “Donkey Sere- 
nade,” “I Love You,” and * 
Flame Reom, Mpls. {done in off 

> | x OV ti 

(HOTEL RADISSON) healthy returns. 

Minneapolis, March 28. Bill Snyder’s band with instru 
Joe Porretta Orch (5), Walter mentation of piano, accordlo! bass, 
O'Keefe, Jeanne Leitt; $1.50-$2 Min.;two violins, drums and_ clarinet 


This intimate room, attracting the 
wankier trade, again has chosen 
wisely in its single name personality 
as a solo floor show 
Making his first Minneapolis appear 
ance. Walter O’Keefe sustains the 
ether wave reputation which he has 
built up here, filling the entertain- 
ment bill on any and all counts, 

O'Keefe proves that it’s unneces- 
sary for supper club entertainment 


to be on the shady side in order to| Ninth street theatre has been leased 


cop,laughs and approval. Undoubt- 
edly set in the groove of clean com- 
edy by his radio habits, O’Keefe 
seldom wanders off the reservation 
with excursions into the slightly 
spicy, but, nevertheless, provides a 
highly pleasant 20 minutes for the 
customers> His breezy chatter and 
amusing songs bring enthusiastic re- 
sponse. 

In his monologue, O’Keefe kids 


the room, the waiters and the cus- 
tomers good naturedly and then in 


| 


a none too subtle but slyly humorous 


require- 
Morg 


more than fill the musical 


ments of the room. 


atraction.| Gayety, D.C., to Revue 


After Longtime Burley 
Washington, March 28. 

The Gayety Theatre will be shut- 
tered to burlesque April 13. Bernie 
Ferber, house manager, says that the 


to a Broadway producing company 
and will be available for road at- 
tractions. 

First show to be booked is an all- 
colored revue called “Harlem Fol- 
lies,” featuring Dusty Fletcher, the 
Four Crackerjacks. Baron Lee 
Troy Brown, with a chorus of 24 
sepia gals. 

A number of New York managers 
had looked over the Gayety wit 
some thought of leasing. 


| | 
| | | | 
$$ | | 
| | 
i 
| | | 
| 
| | | | 
| | | 
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Capitol, N. Y. 


unham Orch (16) with 

Billy Usher; Raye & 

Naldi, Bonita Granviile, Jiunmy 

Durante, with Eddie Jackson, Jack 

Roth, “Heavenly Body” (M-G), re- 
riewed Dec. 29. 1943. ‘ 

Not all performers who rated 


headline billing in the vaude era 
have managed to outlast the ever- 


shifting allegiance to talent. Jimmy 

Durante is one of the few. And 

he’s increasing his stature. 
At the Capitol, Durante’s billing 


It should read 


should be changed. t re 
“Durante’s Circus. : His act, seem- 
ingly all ad lib with only a basie 
attoern, is a hewl from start to 
ish ‘and he apparently has as 
much fun as the audience. There's | 


no telling what Durante is going to 
t and it’s twice as difficult to 


next 
what he does do in com- 
pany with Eddie Jackson, one of his 
former partners, and Jack Roth, 
drummer. 


Durante insults the audience, gags, 
sings, plays piano, does an Eskimo 
“kissing” routine (rubbing noses ) 
with Pat Cameron, Sonny Dunham's 
vocalist. all at a whirlwind pace. He 
js not throwing as many things as 
he once did, but still does a fairly 
good job of taking the Cap’s stage 
apart. The act Is a riot. 

Sonny Dunham's orchestra backs 
Durante and the other acts. A good 
combination of six brass, five sax, 


four rhythm bolstered by _ the 
leader's trumpet and trombone 
work, the outfit gives a good ac- 


count of itself in the comparatively 
short time it gets to show. It plays 
too leudly at times, its only fault. 

Dunham has Pat Cameron and 
Billy Usher on vocals. Former is 
on first with “GI Jive,” a tough 
jump melody, and gets it over 
nicely. Usher, who’s got a listenable 
voice and a Sinatra appearance, 
isn't too impressive, but he’s a solid 
click. He used “Besame Mucho” 
and “Lovely Way to Spend Evening 
when caught and it earned an en- 
core, the rhythm, “When They Ask 
About You,” a type of tune he 

ouldn't do too often. 
"ie Raye and Naldi, one of the 
finest dance acts in the business, are 
bothered considerably by the con- 
fines of the Cap’s stage, but go over 


big with three routines. It’s ob- 
vious at times that the pair have 
cut their stuff to fit the small area 


they work in and it’s also evident 
that they fear a fall, but, all things 
considered, the team does a fine job. 

Bonita Granville’s handle®s are in 
a hurry to make a glamor girl 


of | 


her. She was made up and dressed | 
this showing with too much at-| 
tention to the glamor angie. It 


clashed with her routine, which con- 
sists of a parody on “Either Too 
Young or Too Old” citing the “awk- 
ward age” and a serious “reading” of 
a letter to a boy friend in service. 
This bit is too long and her hur- 
ried interpretation ‘probably due to 
a realization of its length) wasn't 
as good as she has done before with 
it (she did same thing with Abe 
Lyman last year). However, this 
audience appreciated her act. 
Biz good. Wood. 


Capitel, Wash. 
Vashington, March 23. 

Martha Raye, Condos Brothers, 
Three Swifts, Roy Smeck, Three Lit- 
tle Sisters, Sam Jack Kaufmans 
House Band; “Swing Fever” (MQ). 

Martha Raye’s package show is 
biff-bang entertainment, fast and al- 
Ways on the beam. 

Opens with Three’ Little Sisters, 
girls who know their 
They get the show off to a fast start. 
Roy ‘Smeck uses a banjo, steel guitar 
and ukulele to get over a patriotic 


medley, a medley of “How Sweet 
You Are” and “You'll Never Know’ 
and an encore, on ukulele, imitat- 


ing Bill Robinson's doorstep dance. 
Three Swifts have been on F street 

often, but they are still masters at 

Swinging the clubs. Condos Brcthers 


Cook performs “Lady Be Good,” a 
medley of William Tell and Poet and 
Peasant overtures, and ‘“Swanee 
River” on the harmonica, accom- 
panying himself on the guitar. Gay- 
lord Sisters, attractive trio, harmon- 
izes “Don't Sweetheart Me” and are 
joined by Masters in “San Fernando 
Valley.” They click. 

Radcliffe and Jenkins, mixed col- 
ored duo, keep the audience happy 


with comedy talk, piano playing and | 


singing. Material is amusing. Wom- 
an plays a Strauss tune in boogie- 
woogie time and acts as adequate 
foil for man’s chatter. Man sings 
“Danny Boy” in high and low tenes 


and with “You're Driving 

\ sung in Jewish. A hit. 
djer pleases with a 


couple of songs and chatter, doing 
her takeoff of dead-pan Virginia 
O’Brien singing “Rock-a-Bye Baby,” 
and is well received. Morg. 


Palomar. Seaitle 


Seattle, March 23. 
Harry Dunn, Mack Malone, Cath- 
erine Doumey, Clifford Sisters, Dave 
Rubinoff, Bob Harvey house band 
(9); “Men on Her Mind” (PRC). 


Rubinoff and his fiddle is just 
about the whole show here this 
week. He plays and mugs, talks and 
plays, and the audience loves it. 

On last, Rubinoff gives the custom- 
ers his own “Dance of the Russian 
Peasants,” a sweet rendition of 
‘“Liebestraum” and a “caricature” of 
Eddie Cantor titled “Banjo Eyes.” 
Got a great big hand. For an encore 


he does “Pistol Packin’ Mama” in 
different styles, winding up a la 
boogie-woogie, and “Ah, Sweet 


Mystery of Life.” 

Harry Dunn opens the bill with a 
few songs, followed by long-legged 
tapster Mack Malone. Catherine 
Doumey on next for songs and mug- 
ging. She has a nice enough voice, 
and her act, that of kidding the 
words via mugging, has promise, but 
seems more for night clubs or inti- 
mate spots than for vaude. 

Clifford Sisters, hill billy singing 
group, struggled against the crowd's 
apathy and got a fair hand. 

Biz fair. Reed. 


National. L’ville 


Louisville, March 

Marion Hutton, Bob & 

Gates, Bert Lynn, West & Lexing, 

Five Herzogs; “Darling Clementine” 
(Rep). 


25. 


Marion Hutton shares’ credit 
with the pie this week for the draw 
at this town’s only vaude house. A 


'cute blonde, she knows how to dish 


| out 


personality vocals, but Roy 
Acuff and his Tennessee Ramblers 
on the screen are in there pitching 
for the film portion of the bill. 

Miss Hutton carries her own piano 
player who works with the pit ork. 
She socks over “Pig Foot Pete,’ “No 
Love, No Nothin’,” “Take It Easy,” 


and an untitled tune anent “Junior,” 


ja 


| 


vest pocket commando. She's 
socko. 

Bob and Maxine Gates open with 
pleasant tap routine, followed by 
Bert Lynn, m.c., who gets unusual 


effects with his electric “Vibrolynn.’ 


'Closer is an impression of Doolittle 


|raid over Tokio, with realistic sound | 


State, N. Y. 


Will Osborne Orch (15) with 
Senor Carlos (3): 
Brooklyn” tM-G), 
“Vartety” Oct. 29, °43. 


| 


“Whistling 
reviewed 


in 
in 


Marianne; Jean Carroll, Harry Cool, | 


| 


Will Osborne's booking into Loew’s | 


State. direct from the Capito! thea- 


| imitations of film stars juggling three | 


jtre, N. Y¥., also operated by Loew’s, | 


an excellent 
| State. Osborne has assured draw- 
jing power and is needed this week 
ito bolster the mild, screen fare 
| (“Whistling in Brooklyn”). Osborne 
closed at the Capitol, Wednesdav 
| (22) and moved the few blocks 
| down Broadway to the State the fol- 
IOWINE day. 

Osborne’s aggregation clicks easi- 
ly. In addition there’s more sturdy 
support in the stage lineup from 
| Harry Cool, vocalist, and Jean Car- 
jroll ‘New Acts). a singing come- 
|dienne with surefire material and de- 
, livery. Senor Carlos (New Acts), 
i comedy and instrumental trio, is 
|also adequate. 


is 


maneuver for the | 


| clubs to open this week. Diamond 
| kiorseshoe. Cotillion Room, 


Timers, voeal trio, work nicely in an 
early production number. 
The Colstons have an uphill climb 


with drawn-out comedy dance rou- 
tines but manage to exit te healthy | 4”%thony, Eugenia Baird; Ladd Lyon 


palm whacking. Billy Rayes fared|Z?ree Hearts, Ames & Arno. Phi 
| Brestoff House Orch (14) with Don 
much better here than at a previous | i] By 4 Rhee 
local night club engagement. His| “ton; “Hours Before Dawn” (Par). 
glib talk got plenty of laughs. His ; ig 
| With a couple pat singers for the 
| bobby-socks trade, Glen Gray has 
|a mew ensemble, which is okay for 
this house. Providing musie which 


Michigan, Detroit 


Detroit, March 24. 
Glen Gray Orch (16) with Bob 


balls had ‘em chuckling and his plate 
jugghing while dancing sent him off 
a clicko. Morg. 


= | doesn’t drive the customers out of 
their seats, Gray puts his aggrega- 
Earle, Wash. ;tion through a pleasant routine 
thich scores hi 
Washington, March 24. |™ hich ae at big. 

Mary Healy, Great Ballantine,| Bob Anthony, who puzzles on 
Jean, Jack & Judy, The Roxyettes,| Whether he is satirizing the Sina- 
Jo Lombardi’s House Band; “Cover | tt style or is just using it, gives a 
Girl.” (Col). jfine baritone to “Temptation,” a 

Spanish number and “People Will 

'Say We're in Love” to register high 

Harry Anger house band takes A decided looker, who turns out to 


Earle patrons on a tour of N.Y. night! have a voice as well as a figure, 
Eugenia Baird got strong apprecia- 
j tion with “My Heart Tells Me” and 
“A Lovely Way.” 

Other acts give the show a nice 


Persian 
Room and Copacabana, with stage 
settings representing these bistros in | 


| miniature, is nicel lighted and | nS r res 

| Marianne, blonde warbler featured | staged, all very Pape . | Sip. Ames and Arno, despite weak 

with the band, is a distinct asset for | gags, register with their slapstick 
Ghe’s a| Roxyettes open, then introduce | antics. Three Hearts are a trio of 
It: il, heson | Jean, Jack & Judy, whose 10-minute | dancers who dance on chairs and 
fat, yithesome girl who handles | acro routine is fast, full of novelty. |the floor. al hough they ; 
I“G. I. Jive’ and “No Love. No A e floor, although they are ham- 
ove, Mary Healy, who looks more allur- red b forking 
|Nothing” in a pleasant. listenable |; pere y working on the apron. 
Ing than some cover girls, sings |Ladd and Lyon work the old trick 
| Style. She also terps briefly with | “tiow Sweet You Are.” then for an 7 


|one of the boys frem the band dur- 
ing the “Jive” number. 

Band's arrangements, such as 
“Shine On” (with Osborne vocal), 
| and a condensed version of “Rhap- 
|sody in Blue” are satisfactory. “Star- 
| Boogie,” with emphasis on the pian- 
| ist, is sock. Band’s work backing 
|Marianne and the outside-acts is first 
rate. 

Harry Cool, robust vocalist who 
succeeded Dick Haymes on the 
“Evening in Paris” radio program, 
scores handsomely with such pops 
as “Shoo, Shoo,’ “Besame Mucho” 
and a medley including “Couldn't 
Sleep a Wink” and “Wonder Who's 
Kissing Her Now.” His delivery of 


should be eliminated in 
Cool still 


n.s.g. and 
favor of some other tune. 


needs stage polish, but that will 
come. He’s got everything else. 


Osborne band winds up solidly with 
takeoffs on other bandleaders. 


| 
Maxine | 


| Dust, 


Edward Douglas, who succeeded 
Al Rosen as house manager, has 
brought in more modern stage light- 
ing. Mori. 


Orpheum, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 21. 

Benny Rubin, Johnnie 

Nora Martin, Bob Williams and Red 

3 Kings, Ad Lyons’ Orch 

(14); “Return of Vampire’ (Col) 

and “Crime Dr.’s Strangest Case” 
(Col>. 


Orpheum offering is first rate 
variety this week, all under the slick 
m.c.ing of Benny Rubin, who has 
lost none of his feel for audience 
handling. He paces the show for 
topnotch response. In addition to 
m.c. duties Rubin essays dialect 
routines, gags and his impersonation 
of a dancer following a dog act, to 


| thoroughly please. 


that 


effects and spots. Copped a nice 
hand. 

Comedy singing team, West and 
iLexing, two males who burlesque | 


| operatic singers, are the laugh hit 


acrobatics. | 


make the stage boards sizzle with 
their triple time stepping and go} 
over big. 


knows how to sock over a joke, even 
Oldies, “Shoo-Shoo Baby,” wise 
cracks “Mr. Paginini,’ then “Shut 
Your Mouth for Uncle Sam,” adapt- 
€d to her style, is solid for her. As 
the trailers close. Miss Raye comes 
before the curtains, makes a plea to 
Send soldiers overseas letters. Only 
teference to her overseas trip. Be- 
fore she finished had them eating 
out of her hand. Arke. 
Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, March 25. 
Frankie Masters Orch ¢15) 
hyilis Myles, Frank Cook, Gaylord 


isters (3), Virginia Weidler, Rad- 
wn and Jenkins; “3 Russian Girls” 
). 


Frankie Masters, who first made a 
a for himself around these parts, 
vets the stage this week with a 
the Y paced outfit that is solid all 
You Opening with “What ‘Do 

in the Phfantry” with vocal 
dl nim, the band swings into a hot 
Pie of “Stompin’ at the Savoy.” 
“pis Myles theu registers with 
dle U our Arms Around Me,” “Cud- 
Sones” Closer” and “Deacon 

joined j - 
ber by Masters d in the last num 

“aneuk Cook clicks in the next spot 
With harmonica and guitar slewing. 


| minute bill with a Spring 
i “Blue Rain” 


| Joan 
Martha Raye is great on timing, | Craude 


of 
in stature, 

Serenade” 
voices, 


Contrasting 
“Donkey 
high tenor 


the bill. 
they vocalize 
throughout, with 


| sock, 
|Her arrangements are tricky. 


and register solidly. 

Closer is Five Herzogs, femme 
trapeze group, offer hot tricks on 
flying bars. Acro stuff by two ona 
single rope is outstanding. Act in- 
troduce comedy element via a volun- 
teer from the audience. Garnered 
plenty of laughs, and an effective | 
closer. 


Biz good. Hold. 


Tower. K. C. 

Kansas City, March 24. 
Elmo Tanner, Gleason & Sanborn. 
Baker, Le Claires 
Falkenstein, Tower 
with Marilyn Ballinger; “My Best 
Gal” (Rep) and “Hi, Good Lookin 
Co). 
40- 
medley of 


Weather,” 


Tower orch current 


opers 


d “Stormy 


al 


with chic Marilyn Ballinger doing 
vocal honors effectively. Art Glea- 
son, on first with his partner in a 
| musical act, doubles as m.c. and 
chatter man. 

| Gleason and Sanborn— play pops 
and standards on varied instru- 
ments, the man particularly adept 


with | 


with trumpet, clarinet and sax. Joan 
Baker, on next, is a shapely acro- 
batic dancer. Her finish, a 
somesault through a_ hoop, 
with the stubholders. 

The Le Claires rate nice hands for 
their juggling. In finale, 
swings out with bit of piano melody 
while steadying a basket on a 10- 
foot pole atop her forehead, while 
the man gives out on clarinet, while 
balancing upside down. Claude Fal- 
kenstein, an extra, wins plaudits 
with a tap specialty. 

Elmo Tanner, whistler, 
“Stardust.” and such pops as 
“How Sweet You Are” and 


clicks 


“Nola,” 


“Canad- 


ian Capers” earn him two bows and 


beg off. 


Biz average. Earl. 


Orch | 


running | 


woman | 


closes. | 


Rubin brings on the Three Kings 
first, a man and two femmes, in a 
click balancing act. 

Nora Martin, billed as “Eddie Can- 
tor’s latest discovery,” has a trick of 
slipping a yodel into her ballading 
is catchy and listenable. Her 
tunes were a cowboy ditty with a 
vodel break, “Couldn’t Sleep 2 
Wink,’ and “Deacon Jones.” En- 
cored with a medley, “Paper Doll,” 
“My Heart Teils Me” and “People 
Will Say,” “Swiss Yodel Song,” a 
and “No Love, No Nothing.” 


Bob Williams and Red Dust are a 
high spot. the rubber-boned pooch, 
plus Williams’ chatter, selling turn 
big. 

Johnnie Johnston, baritone, 
un with potent vocalizing on 
“Besame Mucho,” “G-I Jive,” “Black 
|Magie’ and “Don’t Want to Walk 
| Without You, Baby.” Under con- 
; tract to Paramount studio, he should 
'click on any stage. He has know- 
how in song delivery, a refreshing 
personality and plenty of appeal for 
the femmes to carry him along. 

Brog. 


Chieago, Chi 


Chicago, March 24. 


Tommy Tucker Orch (16) sith 
Don Brown, Kerwin Somerville, Bud 
Kimker, Two-Timers (3), The Cols- 
tons (2), Billy Rayes; “Lost Angel” 
(M-G). 

To! Tucl $s band furnishes 

ilk of entertainment this week, 
there being only two supporting 
acts. Tucker's outfit is different than 
other bands that have played here, 
leaning more toward comedy and 
novelties. Customers go for the 


gang's kidding in.a big way. 
Don Brow 
baritone, rc 


ched the bobby sockers 


| 


“Temptation,” on the other hand, is | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| popin’” 


Johnston, | 


|a competent performer. 


winds | 


of calling up an audience volunteer 
for their slick balancing act. 
Don Milton, graduate of the local 


encore a medley from “Winged Vic- 
tory” tunes, which take her off to a| 


rousing hand. : | Children’s theatre, scored. heavily i 
Great Ballantine offers magie| his first appearance with Phil 
hocus-pocus without illusion. As a| Brestoff’s house orchestra. 
matter of fact, he can’t do any tricks} Biz okay. Pool. 


at all, and his line of patter makes it 
great burlesque. Roxyettes finish 
with a flourish in a fast terp number. 
Plenty of production in this show, 
with costumes and settings making it 
look rich, Arke. 


Keith’s, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, March 25. 
Bert Walton & Co., Gaudsmith 
Bros., Roy Gordon Trio, Al Libby & 


Betty, & Bernadette, 

Musie Hall Girls (10); Ed Resener 

St. Charles, N. 0. House Orch; “Women in War” 
New Orleans, March 25. (Rep). 


“Gay Nineties Revue.’ with Jack 
Shea, Four Singing Aristocrats, Dor- 
othy Byton Girls (8), Tyler, Thorne 
& Roberts, Lew Hoffman, Maya 
Keila, House Orch; “Sweethearts of 
the U. S. A.” (Mono). 


A bill that pleases is built around 
the Gay 90’s motif. Costumes and 
backdrops, songs and gags carry out 
the unit idea. Bert Walton sets the 
mood and tempo in a slick job as 
emcee. 

Biggest laugh-getters are Mac and 
It’s in miniature the “Hellza- |Henry Gaudsmith with a zany act 
of Olsen and Johnson, with | built around two French poodles 
audience participation. Although not | taught to perform rough-house dcro- 
as good as some of the piperoos pre- |batics with a comedy slant. Wal- 
sented in the past, it’s still swell di- | ton also draws hearty guffaws with 
version. Jack Shea, billed as the | his dead-pan stooge, Anna Grim, 
“Mad Auctioneer,” offers chatger,| who sings ‘‘This Love of Mine” and 
singing, a topsy-turvy auction. and | “Starlight” to convince the audi- 
has the eight Byton girls circulate | ence she’s still alive. The gal looks 
in the audience and pick out part- | Uke a refugee from a mortuary but 
ners to dance on the stage, which re- | the voice isn’t bad. 
sults in plenty of laughs. | Roy Gordon trio harmonizes 

Four Singing Aristocrats are no | meatly on “Ili Never Let You Cry,” 
strangers here. They go from mod- | “Down by the Mill Where We Made 
ern tunes, “Surry With Fringe,” back , Sweet Cider,” “The Band Played 
to the plug hat and sideburns era 


|On” and other barbershop tunes. Al 
with “Put On Your Old Gray Bees | 


Layout packs a nice entertainment 
punch. 


Libby and Betty do an expert bicy- 


net” and “Are There Any More | cle routine against a Coney Island 
Like You?” Get plenty of palm | backdrop. Bernadine and Berna- 
pounding. | dette register nicely in a tap routine. 


The Music Hall girls are good 


Byton girls are most effective in | 
lookers and dance better than aver- 


“wiggling bustles” and Juminous | 


“Poor Butterfly” numbers. age. A can-can number is their best 
Tyler, Thorne and Roberts, click | Seller. The entire company works 
mildly with effortless acrobatics, | i" the finale. 


dances and slow motion antics that | Biz was okay when caught. Corb. 


are highly entertaining. Lew Hoff- | 
man is an experienced old-timer and RKO Boston 
Boston, March 24. 


He does a 

nifty juggling routine with gag in- Ton fn 

y Pastor Orch (15), Guy Kibe- 

that howls. | bee, Betty Lorraine, Stardusters (4), 
Maya Keila, exotically costumed, | Diamond _ Brothers; “Action in 

| Arabia” (RKO). 


presents a trio of interpretive dances 


ranging from a subtle Creole love | 
Tony Pastor orchestra anchors an 


Cail to a fantastic buogie woogie in a 
manner that makes of hers a “class’ 

nape : ‘ average stage layout which totes up 
to okay entertainment here. 


act and certainly an unusual one. 
Biz very forte. Liuz. 


Band only does one or two 

| others featuring soloists. These in- 

Oly mpia, Miami | clude Virginia Maxey, a looker, who 
Miami, March 23 warbles “San Fernando Valley,” 

Cross & Dunn, Walter Nilsson,|“More Than You Know” and other 
Julia Cummings, Doc Marcus, Bar-|tunes for big lead-off reception. 
bara Belmore. Dave Tyler's Orch; | Stubby Pastor next with brace of 
“Pistol Packin? Mama” (Rep). itrumpet solos, both drawing warm 
—-- |hands. Later, Pastor sings a parody 

of “Whoopee” and Johnny Morris 


Olympia is getting a good play this | 
week in spite of a “B” picture, be- 
cause of well-publicized acts from 
local nitery. It’s a well-paced show, 


does jive specialty on “Paradiddle 


oe. 
Betty Lorraine’s swingtime ballet, 
|novel stuff, doesn’t quite click with 


with Cross and Dunn copping top! 
honors pping Pi am. audiences consisting chiefly of 
| Barbara Belmore doubling from; *ids. but adult audiences like her 
the Clover Club. opens the bill. Tee- individual style : —- te a , fea 
off is a terp routine, but her forte is | ‘UTD8 June Hutton, co four songs 
neat and graceful hand-balancing |*™4rtly for nice response 
and aero routine. Got off to a}, Like all visiting film personalities, 
good hand. She’s stunningly cos- Guy Kibbee’s line of chatter is ap- 
tumed in white feather getup for the | iy dull and ath 
first half of the act remains one of the minor miracles, 
In the deuce is Julia Cummings, | Put ne does, putting himself over on 
who doubles as mistre of cere- | sonality alone to Dis seg 1. 
monies Ovens with a ong vith Diamond Brothers ving up the 
oO} ly fair response. but clicks heavily session on the up-beat ith stand- 
with impressions of Ned Sparks ard comedy routine. : 
Katharine Hepburn, Bette Davis Biz fair. Elie. 


1, the band’s personable | 


‘ry 


Vera Vague, Carmen Miranda. and 
closes with a smart interpretation of 
Eleanor Powell in a tap routine. In 
the m.e. spot girl has plenty of ability 
and showmanship, and gets over 
well. | tere 

Doc Marcus next, and gets a rather | “Nine Girls” 
cool reception to two audience par-| ** 


Earle. Philly 


Philadelphia. March 24. 
Heatherton Orch (14) with 


Ray 
| Hal Chase, Anne Warren, Drane Sis- 


(2). Jane Withers, Steve Evans; 
(Col), 


with “Wonderful Baby.” “How (ticipation gags in which customers 
Sweet You Are” and “My Ideal’ !are made to look ridiculous. He Ray Heatherton’s orchestra of 12 
and had to beg off. Band | saves the act with another, using | ™€ and a couple of gal ‘fiddlers, 
plays a mediey of “Couldn't Sleep | five servicemen in a clever hat-shift- | Makes its first—and, at least for the 
a Wink” “Stardust” and “Jingle | ing routine, where the winner re- | Guration, last—appearance in Philly, 
Jangle and Bud Kimker, drum- | ceives a prize. | After this. engagement, Ray. is set 
mer. is featured in a _ skin beat-| Walter Nilsson contribs a mildty | for we, insefnite booking with 
ing session with “Blue Skies.” Ker- amusing unicycle act. Routine is old | Corps. 
win Somerville sings his own song and makes for only a few laughs 
“Dig It Out” and encores with “The Cross and Dunn hit the jackpot | Most = ay eager it — 
Man That Comes Around” to good with the audience and come back for | te voice of the maestro oe A 
and. Band makes a nice appearance | three bows. Material is new and} comely bi an 
and Tucker is a clean-cut and work- | original, and they close show with | “eae pan and sman, Hal ase, who 
|manlike emcee and leader. Two-' much palm pounding. Laur. (Continued on page 47) 
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4t LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 29, 194 


‘way Steady; See Pre-Easter Slide; 
‘Jake’ Up to $21,500, Standing ‘Em, 
‘House in Paris NG 46, ‘Porgy 216 


like most stayers last week but gross 
satisfactory, $10,000; another show 
approaching the vear mark. 


some Broadway shows! 
improved last week, others deciined 
but decreases were not materialls 
Jarge in any instance. Current week “Wallflower,” Cort (10th week) 
should see okay attendance, too, but| (D-1,064; $3.30). Rated around $13,- 
indications are for a slide start-1g/ 000 last week, good money for one- 
Monday (3) and through Holy Week.! set laugh show aimed into summer. 


Although 


The Jewish Passover falls on Good| “Winged Victory,” 44th Street 
Friday and that evening will douwbi-| (19th week) (D-1.409: $4.40). Not 
lesslv be weak. using some box seats because vision 


“The House in Paris” drew thum)s! poor: bit over-estimated but ca- 


down and is doubtful. One show) pacity pace up to now: $35,500. 
this week but four will arrive next} among Broadway's biggest money 
week despite it being the Lenien} setters, 

finale. In addition, the Ringling) «ziegfeld Follies.” Imperial (52d 
circus opens its longest booking al) week) (R-1,327: $4.40). Looks like 


Madison Square Garden. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 


another summer for long-run revue. 
which was rated around $34,000 last 
! week: virtual capacity. 


CD ‘Comedy-Drama), (Revue), | REVIVALS 

M 6 (Musical), O (Operetta). | “Merry Widow,” Majestic (34th 
“Angel Street,” Golden week) (O0-1,695; $3.30). Longest 

week) (D-789; $3.30). Off somewhat. | staying revival of operetta is. still 


*} natural with nearness Of} turning weekly; $21,000 esti- 


which is ‘ \ nea g profit 
Holy Week: maintains winning pace, | mated. 
$9,500. “Othello,” Shubert (23d week) (D- 


“Arsenic and Old Lace,” Hudson | 1.525; $3.30). While most. others 
(168th week) (CD-1.094; $3.30), Eased | eased off, this amazing dramatic hit 
off. too. but also keeping profitable} went up and was quoted over $23.,- 
pail. last week’s gross around $11,000. 500; total gross to date over $500.000. 

“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (17th! “The Cherry Orchard,” National 


week) (O-1.909; $4.40). Not capacity | (9th week) (D-1,154; $3.30). Will 
but plenty big and one of top gross- continue after this week instead of 
ers cf season; eased to $39,000. | closing, Margaret Webster replacing 

Eva Le Gallienne; -up somewhat, 


“Decision,” Ambassador (8th week} 
(D-1.105: $3.30). Moved here from 
3e] Monday; figures to play out 


se-son, if not Jonger:; substantial | 


$12.000. 
REPEAT 
“Porgy and Bess,” City Center (4th 
$2.20). Great at 


morey for one-setter; estimated; week) (O-2,698; 
around $13,000, parties aiding. ; weekends; off a bit last week but 
“Farly to Bed,” Broadhurst (41s. vienty good at $21,000; another week 


to road again. 


week) (M-1,160; $4.40). Goes on tour and then 


about mid-May; has done very well; 
estimated around $21,000; following 
} 


{| mated. 


aitrac‘ion will be “Dream Vith 

“Rosalinda Lops 
“Harriet,” Miller Agee $3.85). 
‘inal and 49th week; has scored ex 

end run of nearly a year Phill A ° 9 

should fare well on tour next season, | | é Fein 

up last week to around $16,000; y, 


$1 4.000. 
| here 


“Chicken Every Sunday” next weck. 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,” Philadelphia, March 28 
Beck (2d week) $3.50). Top grosser last week. despite bliz- 
Rated around $21.500; with subscrip-| zard and general bad weather, was 
tion tickets included that means | “Rosalinda.” New Opera Co. revival 
business of standee proportions. successfully overrode the weather 

and Tell,” Biltmore (53rd) and usual Lenten handicaps for ro- | 


“Kiss 
week) (C-920; $3.30). 
that has bettered a year, 


bust $28.600 at $3.42 top. Show is set 
for indetin rite stay at the Forrest. fig- 
however 


Another hit 
and engage- 


ment still indefinite; $14,000 esti- | ured as tending to May: : 

n ited local n ott ces were decidedly mixed 
Tictt Ae ‘ 
“Life With Father,” Empire (226th with two crix not too well satisfied 

t Bm} 22 


+ | ‘rformance 
week) (C-920: $3.30). Picked up last | ¥ ith pel for mance. 
Junior Miss.” after a nice stay here 


week, run leader being quoted at 
"14 | last season. returned to Locust last 
iter than $14,500; plenty profitable _la 
pgs co $ | Monday night as the second of the 
“Lovers and Friends,” Plymouth week's three openings. and turned in 
(7th week) (D-1.075: $3.85). Gross first-rate $12,000. Chodorov-Fie!ds 


comedy is set for three weeks this 
time. Third of last week’s newcom- 
ers was the preem 


a under $17,000; real money for 
raight play, which has much higher 


opens Friday (31). 

“Oklahoma,” St. James (5lst week) 
(M-1,520: $4.40). Completes first year 
on Friday, (31), and still the top mu- | 
sical here and in Chicago; over $30,- 
500. 

“One Touch of Venus,” 46th S sigh 
(25th week) (M-1,347; $4.40). 
strong as ever, engagement 
spanned six months; gaited at $34,500 

“Over 21,” Music Box (12th week) 


got an okay $9,000 in first week. and 
has this as its final stanza with fair 
indications. Walnut will be dark 
Holy Week. 


JANIE’ NEAT $8,600 


(C-1.001: $3.30). One of season's | Toronto, March 28. 
standout comedies; playing to capac-| Despite heavy competition — in 
ity, with weekly take over $19,000. | hockey playoffs, “Janie” did excel- 

“Ramshackle Inn,” Royale (12th) lent $8.600 on second week here at 
weck) (CD-996; $3.30). Among mod-| Royal Alexandra, 1,525-seater being 
erately successful winners; doesn’t | scaled at $2 top. 


Play is being held over for third 
week, first time a play has done this 
in the history of the house. 


claimed to be bettering | 


vary greatly; 
last week $13,500. 


estimated figures; 
quoted. 

“Stars on Ice,” Center 
(repeat date) (R-3.000; $1.65). Ice 
revue still operating profitably, pace 
estimated around $24,000; suspends 
soon, with San Carlo Opera Co. com- | 
ing in for limited engagement. | 

“The Doughgirls,” Lyceum (65th 


(86th week} 


Blossom Toad Hefty 
$20,300 in Twin Cities 


Minneapolis, Mare ch 2 28. 


n ur 112 Ss al i 

slightly but gross approached $16,000 ,, a 

last week. arent for run comedy he 2,300-seat Lyceum, val at 
wees. . $2.75 top. the perennial “Blossom | 


“The Voice of the Turtle, Moroseo pulled a hefty $13.800 Al- 


(16th week) (CD-995; $3.85). Most 
este because of most capacity houses prev ailed for 
$22 000 each of five performances. Same 
1ree-pers ast. $22, 
how drew an excellent $6,500 for 
the World.” -Barry-| nights at St. Paul Auditorium. 


week) (D-1,064: $3.30). 
show that wil! better | 
Broadway: holding to 
bit under $14,000. | 


more (50th 
Still another 
a vear on 
strong grosses: 


Davis’ New Play 
Irving Kaye Davis putting finish- 
ing touches to “Windows in Heaven.” 


“The House in Paris,” Fulton (1st); This will mark Davis’ 60th play 
week) (CD-948: $3.30). Estimated] since entering the Broadway scene a 
at $4.000; must find another berth if| decade ago. Claims he has producer 
staying; this house will get “Thej all set but won't reveal until final 
Segrchine Wind” week of Avril 10. | draft. 

Ps Two Mrs. Carrolls,” Booth | ha 

34th week) (R-712: $3.30). Looks } th 

sure to be among summer holdovers: | .. with touring 

average ross well over $14,000| Icecapades” last two seasons. quit 
| tr road to go with Babe Rhodes 


Which approximates canacity. 
“3 Is a Family.” Longacre (46th band in Pittsburgh. He replaces Bil! 


week) (C-1,108; $3.30). Eased off, Bickel, who went into Marines. 


verage gross. 
verage gre Hayride,” Winter Gar- walk-through bow at Trenton pre- 
den (8th week) (M-1 423: $5.50), | Vous Saturday night) of new John 
Broadway's leading grosser by vir- Be Se ein’ 
tue of highest scale on list; standees Ne evening (Bull 
@47 ANN. anc ews) were hig 
all times; approached $47,000. ran vs) were highly favorable 
“Mrs, Ji ary and Mr. X,” Bel vo morning sheets, whose crix | 
Mrs. January and Mr. 4A, 
asco (C-1,097: $3.30) Presented by see a ast act, turnea in 
Rj hard Myve ryitte hx Zoe raps. General word-of-mouth at 
Akins: did well enough at tryouts; | “@inut preem was decidedly mixed. 
5 with far tasy puzzling many. Show 


IN 2D AT TORONTO 


ter. is the 
high diver, 


one of 


| 


(except for a | 


| 
| 
lat 
lp 
| 
| 


the twins 


| Moved 


‘Ladies’ Neat $20,000 
In Ist Week, St. Lo 


St. Louis, March 
Overcoming  opposish blizzard } 
opening night, the last p.a. of the} 
season of Burton Holmes and the | 
“Icecapades of 1944," the first of two- 
week stand of “Good Night Ladies” 
at the American was prolitable. In- 
dications are that the second will be 
almost as hefty. 


With 1,700-seat house scaled to 
$2.80, eight performances copped 
swell $20,000. Stuart Erwin and 


Skeets Gallagher, in the top roles, 
copped gobs of posies from the crix. 


Girls 316, 196 


To Chicken, Hub 


Boston, March 28. 
All legit stands are lighted this 
week, and all are catching plenty of 
trade, “Follow the Girls,” of course, 


well in the lead although it has 
moved into the Opera House to finish 
its Hub run. “Allah Be Praised” 
opens at the Shubert tomorrow night 
(29), and “Pretty Little Parlor” 
started tonight (28) at the Wilbur. 
In the next fortnight “Sheppey,” 
“Decision,” “Dream With Music” and 
“Connecticut Yankee” are expected. 
Estimates for Last Week 


“Arsenic and Old Lace,” Colonial 
(1,500; $2.20). Fourth visit of old 
fave; same company except for 
Lugosi, and doing a neat $12,500, esti- 
Second week current. 

“Chicken Every Sunday,” Ply- 
mouth (1,427; $2.75). Drew top 
notices and almost went clean open- 
ing week to take near estimated 
$15,000, great. Final week current. 

“Follow the Girls,” Shubert (1,500: 
$3.85: $4.40 Sats.). Full house all 
shows, take for third frame claimed 
to be over $31,000, about top at scale. 
to the Opera House to finish. 

“Mrs. January and Mr. Ex,” Wil- 
bur (1,500; $2.75). Substantial biz all 
final week to touch neat. estimated 
“Pretty Little Parlor” opened 
Tuesday. 


Piay Out of Town 


The Lady and the Clown 
Chicago, March 28. 


John MehKee produ of deans 
Byron Vaxlor in seer ) 
Meature Estelle Winwood Staged by John 
Moher Mis 

john 

Mi nwa M Wi ay 

Th 1h ! Macken 

Mlizabeth ‘ga 
While Byron Taylor’s play about 


old-time circus days. which had its 
world preem <t the Little Civic the- 
tre here, has a theme which could 
interestingly developed, there 
ems little chance of the ops in its 
resent form 
‘ault lies in Vaylor’s playwrighting, 
which is bad from severa] stand- 
points. Dialog is dated and unreal 


a 
{ 


itan, 


| Battle Creek (29); 


| Blackstone, 


Washington 


Boys Still Tops Chi With $47,000, 
bie 9146, Kiss 166, ‘Tomorrow’ 126 


‘KISS’ 2156, DANTE 
$11,900 IN DETROIT 


Detroit, March 28. 
and Tell,” following two 
weeks at the Cass theatre, 
up another notch in its third 
week when it grossed estimated 
$21,500. Comedy remains another 
week before “3 Is a Family” comes in 
April 2. 

Dante, the magician, did about 
$11,900 last week. Top is $1.63 for 
the magico show, which remains two 
more weeks before moving to the 
Nixon, Pittsburgh. It will be fol- 
lowed by _“Doughgiris.” 


Current Road Shows 


(March 29-April 8) 


“Kiss 
strong 
went 


“Abie’s Irish Rose” (ist Co.j)— 
tudebaker, Chicago (29-8). 


“Abie’s Irish Rose” (2d Co.)—Be- 
lasco, Los Angeles (29-1); Metropol- 
Seattle (5-8). 

“Allah Be Praised”—Shubert, 
ton (29-8). 

“Arsenic and Old Lace” (2d Co.)— 
Colonial, Boston (29-1). 

“Blackouts of 1944” 


| Capitan, Hollywood (29-8) 


“Blithe Spirit’ Metropolitan, Se- 
attle (29-1); Lyric, Vancouver, Can- 
ac - (2-8). 

“Blossom Time” (lst 
ran, San Francisco (29-1). 

“Blossom Time” (2d Co.—Bijou., 
State, 
Grand Rapids 
(2-8). 
Sunday”—Ply- 


(30.; Keith’s (31-1); 

Chicago 
“Chicken Every 

mouth, Boston (29-1). 
“Connecticut Yankee” 


Baltimore (29-1): National, 


_ Ford's, 
Washing- 


ton (3-8), 


Bos- | 


(vaude)—E] | 


Co.)—Cur- | 


Kalamazoo | 


Chicago, Mareh 

“Something for the Boys” 
tinued as the town’s top grosse, last 
week with estimated $47,000. : 
Blondell leaves the show nex} S 
day (1) at the conclusion of th, cur. 
rent engagement at the Civic et 
House. Show lays eff a week and re. 
opens at the Cass theatre, Detroit, 
April 10 with Joy Hodges jn the 
leading femme role. 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” 
to $9,500 in its first 
Studebaker. It’s the same story at 
the Erlanger, with “Oklahoma” ‘s 
continued sellout at $30,000. 

“The Lady and the Clown” re. 
; opened the Civic last night (27) and 
the Blackstone will be relit with 
“Blossom Time.” Sunday (2). le. 
becca,” with cast 1eaded by F lorence 
Reed and Bramwell Fletcher follows 
“Tomorrow the World” at the Sel- 
wyn theatre on April 17. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Abie’s Irish Rose,” Studebaker 
(Ist week) (1,400; $2.75). Opening 


Joan 
atur- 


limped along 
week at the 


eight performances took limpid 
$9,500. 

“Kiss and Tell.” Harris (46th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Gained to hit 
$16,000, 


| “Oklahoma,” 


Srlanger (19th week) 
1 (1,500; $3.85). 


Sellout $30,000. 


“Semething for the Bovs,” Civic 
Opera House (4th week) (3,600; 
$3.85). Nearly $47,000. 


“Tomorrow the World,” 
(20th week) (1,000; $2.75). 
around $12,000. 


|; “Unexpected Honeymoon,” 
' Northern (18th week) 
Doing well at $7,500. 


Det. Civic Opera 
$75,000 in Black 


Detroit. 
Detroit Civie Light 


Selwyn 
Held to 


Great 
(1,400; $2.75), 


March 28. 
Opera Assn., 


“Dane”’—Shubert Lafayette, De- 
troit (3-8). 

“Decision’—Shubert, New Haven | 
(5-8), 

“Doughgirls” (2d Co.)—National, 


(29-2); Municipal 
torium, 


Wheeling (6). 


Audi- | 
Charlestown, W. Va. (4); | 


}municipally sponsored, varied the 
usual Outdoor summer pattern this 
season by plaving indoors during the 
|} Winter In competition to the regular 


“Follow the Girls”—Boston Opera | legitimate houses. The result. has 
House (29-1). | been 10 light opera shows. spread 
“Gay Nineties Revue”’—Cathedral, | over 10 weeks, which rang up a total 
New Castle, Pa. (29); State, Harris- | of $420,000. (estimated), with better 
lburg (30-1). ,| than $75,000 in the bank for next 
Gilbert and Sullivan Repertory— | *°*°0". 
Mosque, Newark (29-1). | According to Max Koenigsberg, 
“Good -Night, Ladies’—American, production head, next season will be 
St. Louis (29-1); Cox, Cincinnati (3- extended, probably to 15 weeks. 
8). 


attaining much success. | 


Haven (30-1); War Memorial Audi.., ; 
| Trenton (3); Lyric, Allentown, Pa. | 
(4); KRarlion, (4); 


and his technique harkens to show- | 


boat mellers. 

Story opens on the back lot of a 
wagon show circus in 1896 when one 
of the aerialists marries the daugh- 
ter of the richest and meanest dow- 
ager in the county, against the moth- 
wishes. The old lady manages 
to separate the couple and the girl 
comes home to have twins. 
years later the man on the flying 
trapeze manages to get back to see 
his twin daughters and when refused 
kidnaps them. The dowager in the 
has told her daughter 

* husband was dead, and she dies 
oe a broken heart. 

Twenty years later the 
now a clown because of an 
is called to the old lady’s home, she 
decided she wanted to do 
right before kicking off. She is told 
that one of the twins she has 
brought up as he 

illegitimate child of a 
and was substituted when 
were returned to the old 
and that the aerialist had kept 
his daughters and developed 
her into a bareback rider. The old 
lady visits the circus, | 
$250,000 for the granddaughter, who | 
is also in love with a young aerial- | 
ist. for the inevitable happy curtain. | 

Estelle Winwood does the best she | 
can with her lines. and John Effrat. | 
the clown, is sufficiently capable of 
getting the most out of his. Adrienne | 
Moore does well with the srand- | 


ers 


aerialist, 


WY ne 
naving 


lacy, 


daughter part, and looks attractive. | 
John Francis Kirk stood out as the | 


circus owner, particularily the 
scene when he was selling the cir- 
cus. Balance of cast is adequate 
with most of the juvenile players 
having a better time thah the audi- 
ence. 

Monte Fassnacht furnished two at- 
tractive settings, the backyard of the 
cireus and a library. Morg. 


Two! 


that | 


own granddaugh- | 


buvs it for | 


| Chicago 


accident, | 


“Ice Follies of 


Arena, Minneapolis (29-8). 
“Iee-Capades of 1944" — Kansas | 
City Pla-Mor Ice Palace, Kansas 
City (29-6): Dallas Arena, Dallas (8). | 
Be Seein’ You”’—Walnut, 
Philadelphia (29-1). 


“Janie” 


torium, Hartford (29): Shubert. New 


Playhouse, Wilmington (7-8) 

“Janie” (2d Co.)—Royal Ale xan- 
dra, Toronto (29-1). 

“Junior Miss” — Locust 
Philadelphia (29-8). 

“Kiss and Tell” (2d 
Chicago (29-8). 

“Kiss and Tell” (3c 
San Francisco (29-1): 
Angeles (2-8). 

“Kiss and Tell” (4th 
Detroit (29-1); American, 
(2-5). 

“Life With Father” 
jestic, Forth Worth (3); Auditorium, 
Shreveport (5); Music Hall, Houston 


Street, 
Co. )—Harris. 


Co.)\—Geary, 
Biltmore, Los 


Co. )—Cass. 
St. Louis 


| (7-8). 


“Oklahoma” (2d 
(29-8). 
Little Parlor” — Wi 


Co. )—Erlanger, 


“Pretty lbur. 


Boston (29-8). 
“Rosalinda”—Forrest, Philadelphia 
(29-8). 
“Searching Wind” Playhouse, 
Wilmington (30-1); Ford's, Baltimore 
(3-8). 


Auditorium, 
3oston (3-8). 


Latay- 


“Sheppey”—Bushne!l 
Hartford (1): Colonial. 

“Sim Sala Bim”—Shubert 
ette, Detroit. (20-1). 

“Something for the Boys’—Civic 


Opera House, Chicago (29-1). 

“Sons O’ Fun”—Biltmore. Los An- 

geles (29-1); Municipal Audi., Long 
| Beach (3): Civie Audi., Pasadena 
| (4): Civic Audi.. Fresno (6); Curran. 
San Francisco (8). 

“Student Prince” — Pueblo Audi- 
torium, Pueblo (29): Auditorium. 
Denver (30-31); Geary, San Fran- 
-cisco (2-8), 


“Three’s a Family” — 
Cleveland (29-1): 

“Tobacco 
falo (29-1): 

“Tomorrow the World” 
Selwyn, Chicago (29-1). 


Cass. Detroit (2-8). 
Road” — Erlanger, Bui- 


(ist Co.)—Bushnell Audi- ! 


(2d Co.)—Ma- | 


Hanna. | 


Nixon, Pittsburgh (2-8). 
(2d Co.)—} 


‘SONS 0’ FUN 236 IN 
L.A; “ABIE’ OKAY 76 


Los Angeles, March 28. 
Local legit sector is still pulling at 
boxoifice, with all theatres lighted. 
Downtown is being led by the Bilt- 
more with “Sons o’ Fun,” show piling 
up $23,000 on- first week and after 
the same or better current stanza. 
hie’s Trish Rase” leaves the 
Belasco Saturday night (1) for 
Seattle to open run at the Metropoli- 
tan there April 5. Show clocked 
$7,000 estimate for eighth week and 


should do same this week. “Sweet 
n’ Hot” at the Mayan is dropping, 
not getting much more than $5,500 


its current week, the ninth. efter the 


same last week. 

“Blackouts of 1944” at the El 
| Capitan, Hollywood, is stil] hitting 
its regular $15,000 for the 92d week. 
“Yours for Fun” was taken over by 
George Shafer, lessee of the Holly- 
wood Playhouse, and stays on tempo- 
|rarily. First week of new manage- 
ment took estimated $8,500. “Caval- 
| cade of Mysteries” at the small Play- 
time clocked $4,000 estimate for first 
week and will approach same this 
Stanza. “Meet the People’s” third 
week at the Assistance League Play- 
house will get $3.800. 


‘Janie’ $17,000 OK, 
In 11 Shows at Wash. 


Washington, March 28. 

“Janie” in 11 performances last 
week at the National grossed $17,000, 
| bettcr than par since the Brock Pem- 
berton play received indifferent 
notices. “The Doughgirls,” which 
,opened Sunday (26), has a_ heavy 
demand. 


| 
Shows in Rehearsal 


“Rebecca”—Victor Payne-Jennings 


“Helen Goes to Troy"—New Opera 
Co. 
“Dream With Music” — Richard 

Kolimar. 


“Publie Relations” — Robert Blake. 
“Sheppey"—Jacques Chamobrun. 
“Decision” (road) —Edward Choate. 


| f 
| 
| 
| ‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
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Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Expected to relieve Broadway musical show booking congestion is the 
former Jolson theatre, renamed the Century, Situated in the off Broadway 
location of Seventh avenue near 59th street, house reverts to legit with 


“Follow The Girls” on April 8. For years the house was used for foreign- 
language pix and became a virtual shambles, but is being reconditioned 
by the Shuberts. Century tneatre originally was on Centrat Park West, 
where spectacles were staged, including “The Miracle.” It is now the 
site of an apartment house carrying the same name. 


The Jolson was the first legiter (excepting tnose at Columbus Circle) 
removed from the theatre zone, being completed in 1921, when it opened 
with Al Jolson in “Bombo.” At that time it was believed that Broadway 
legit would gradually move northward to Central Park, and while there 
were several houses built around 53rd street, the trend suddenly stopped 
and 52nd street has since been the deadline. Another major house, the 
Ziegfeld, at 54th street, was part of an upper-Sixth avenue development 
and flourished while Flo Ziegfeld was active. It has been used for films | 
but will be another legiter separated from the theatre district when it 
reverts to shows next season, It was recently purchased by Billy Rose 
and Ben Marden. 

When the Shuberts went into receivership they let go of the Jolson, 
along with other theatre properties. Several months ago they again ac- 
quired the property. There have been no stage shows at Columbus Circle 
for many seasons. 


The Charles Gaynor, who 1s credited with two numbers in the London 
revue, “Sweeter and Lower,” which stars Hermione Gingold, is Lt. Charles 
Gaynor, young American songwriter and librettist, who is somewhere in 
England with the Signal Corps. Gaynor wrote two original revues for the 
Pittsburgh Playhouse in past seasons and later did the music for “Finger 
In the Pie, for which John Monks, Jr., and Fred Finklehoffe turned out 
the book. Eddie Dowling owned the musical and planned to produce it 
four years ago, but dropped the show for unknown reasons. During a | 
recent leave in London, Gaynor met Miss Gingold and showed her some of | 
his stuff. She picked “Cinderella” and “Mabel,” both of which were in- 
troduced in Playhouse productions in Pittsburgh, and immediately in- 
serted theny in the London hit. 


Agnes DeMille appeared before Equity’s council last week and asked 
whether it would be alright to film her ballet in “Oklahoma” (St. James) 
for free, since the picture would not be used commercially. Council said 
no exception could be made to the rule and, therefore, the dancers would 
have to be paid one week's salary. The request was regarded as strange 
considering that the show is a cleanup on Broadway and in Chicago for | 
the Theatre Guild. 

It was announced that the Guild will organize a ballet company next 
season and it was indicated that the film would be used for instructional 
purposes. Idea is to present an evening's show consisting of four so- 
called “ballet plays,’ an old idea used for interval diversion between 
acts of plays. Guild offers $500 for the best ballet play written around an 
American subject. : 


The Theatre Guild’s three-ply jackpot, “Oklahoma,” “Othello” and, lat- 
terly, “Jacobowsky andthe Colonel,” is regarded by showmen as more 
than offsetting the Guild's previously lean years. “Jake,” as the “Colonel” 
play is affectionately called within show biz, is now a hot property for 
Hollywood bids. 

It’s also a great deal for Jack Skirball, theatre owner and indie film pro- 
ducer, who gets 25% of the net profits without a dime investment. His 
original advances to Clifford Odets (whose adaptation of the Franz Werfel 
play failed to jell), plus other costs, were remitted on top of the 25% 
slice when Lawrence Langner, for the Guild, took over the play. Thus 
were Sam Behrman and Elia Kazan brought into the legit production. 
Skirball is billed with the Guild as co-presenter,. 


Lester Meyer, who operates the Empire, N. Y., which hcuses the smash 
laugh show, “Life With Father,” will produce on his own next season. He 
now has a financial interest in three attractions, “Arsenic and Old Lace, 
Hudson: “Tomorrow the World,” Barrymore, and “Mrs. January and Mr. 
X.” which opens at the Belasco Friday (31). Understood he invested more 
coin in the latter play than in any of the others. 

Meyer is co-producer of “World” with Theron Bamberger, but because 
he was not so identified when the drama opened, his name doesn t appear 
in the billing in N. Y. However, the Meyer name appears In the road- 
show billing. 


A new series of teaser ads for “Life With Father,” Empire, have been 
started in the dailies by Oscar Serlin. appearing once weekly on Tuesday 
afternoon and Wednesday morning. Times is excluded because it will not 
accept more than 28 lines from legit shows, the “Father” insertions being 
50 lines, one column. Present series features professions and trades— Has 
your doctor seen it?”--and so forth. Sketches are by Helen Hokinson of | 
the New Yorker. 

Campaign will cover 21 weeks. Previous series of a similar nature was 
sketched by other New Yorker artists, those having been assigned being | 
Will Cotton. Abe Birnbaum, R. Taylor, Whitney Darrow Jr., and William 
Auerbach-Levy. 


| tax. 


| 
Harry Squires Resigns MPTA Drew Blank With | 
Grace Moore Concert | 
Morris Agcy. to Form Springfield, Mass., March 28. | 
impresario, Edward | 


| Local music | 
Own Concert Bureau H. Marsh, was busy this week deny- | 
Harry Squires has resigned from | ing allegations by officers of the | 
the William Morris agency, effective | Massachusetts Parent Teacher ASsO- | 
June 1. He intends opening an ciation that only he _and emcee, 
agency to handle concert artists, a | Moore, and not their child welfare 
field he has been working in at | program, benefited from the concert | 
Morris for some time. Squires for- | at which he presented Miss Moore | 
merly was a band booker. (in the municipal auditorium March | 
Squires’ resignation is said to have | 3. Receipts fell $187.50 short of ex- | 
been filed in objection to the | penses, although $3,200 was collected. | 
agency's acquisition of James A.| Meager sale of tickets, which filled | 
Davidson, who joined the agency | less than half the 3,218 seats of the | 
this week. This is denied, however. | house is blamed for the failure of 
Davidson's jeinin; Morris indicates |the concert. Marsh says he did not 
an expansion of the concert depart- | profit from the venture. 
ment. He manages Lily Pons, Lauritz 
Melchior, Jose Iturbi, Rise Stevens, 
Jeannette MacDonald, and others. 


Operetta on Grieg’s Life 


Due in June on Coast 


Los Angeles, March 28. 

“Song of Norway,” operetta, is 
Scheduled to open here June 12. 
Story by Homer Curran, with the 
final book by Milton Lazarus, is 
based on the life of Edvard Grieg 
and will feature all of the composer's 
music, emphasizing the “Concerto” 
and “Peer Gynt” suites. 


L. A. Operetta Season 
Set for May 8 Start 


Los Angeles, March 28. 
Civic Light Opera Co. picked 
Jerome Kern's “Sally” as the last of 
its four operettas to be staged this 
year at the Philharmonic Audi- 
torium. 


This year’s program consists of 
“Show Boat,” starting May 8; “The 
New Moon,” May 22; “The Song of 
Norway,” 
July 3. 


June 12, and “Sally,” 


D.C. Irony 


It was expected that ads would 
eail attention to the fact that 
theatre tickets bought now for 
performances after April 1 would 
call for a 10% admissions tax, 
whereas after the current dead- 
line week the levy will be 20%. 
Managers, when asked why they 
didn’t publicize this, said they 
had been told by someone in the 
Treasury Department that it 
“wouldn't be patriotic.” 

That dictum seemed ironic to 
persons aware that Congress re- 
fused to leaven the doubled ad- 
missions tax. 


See Hits Okay 


Despite 20%, Tax 


Tickets actually purchased after 
Friday (31) must be accompanied 
by the new federal 20% admissions 
Managers have not considered 
any plan to absorb the increased 
levy because it is only a _ guess 
whether the increased impost will 
affect attendance. Certainly the hits 
will not be dented since many tick- 
ets sold for future performances 
carry the present 10% tax. But at 
least one road show will absorb the 
tax arfd it is possible that at least 
a percentage of Broadway attrac- 
tions will ultimately follow suit. 

Most standouts have sold many 
tickets in advance for performances 
through April, May and June, with 
several virtually sold out beyond 
that month. All tickets in the racks 
calling for the 10% levy, which will 
be sold from Saturday (1) on, will 
be rubber-stamped and the double 
tax collected. In some_ instances 
tickets printed in advance with the 
present tax included do not extend 
beyond May 6 and all tickets or- 
dered for subsequent dates will carry 
the 20% levy. 

Strange prices are starting to ap- 
pear in theatre ads, especially for 
incoming shows opening after this 
week. “The Searching Wind,” com- 
ing to the Fulton, will have a $3.50 
top, which ordinarily would be $3.85 
at the boxoffice. New price, how- 
ever, will be $4.20, while the open- 
ing-night top will be $5.40. Balcony 
prices on other evenings will be 
$3.60, $3 and $2.40. Similarly straight 
shows now at $3.30 top will be $3.60, 
the $4.40 musicals going to $4.80, 
while those at $5.50 will be $6. A 
different set of prices will apply in 
the agencies, of course. 

First attraction known to have ar- 
ranged to absorb the admissions tax 
in total is “Porgy and Bess,” now at 
the City Center, N. Y. It leaves after 
another week, the Erlanger, Phila- 
delphia, being the first stand there- 
after. Scale at that house will be 
$3 top even, which up to now has 
meant $2.75. new tax raising the rate 
another 25c. In Philly the Goverg- 
ment’s share on “Porgy” tickets will 
be 50c each (or $1 the pair). There 
is a state admissions tax, however, 
amounting to 9c for tickets at the 
same price, so that the actual net to 
the show and house will be $2.41 
per ticket. 


Argue Right of Cohan 
Aide to Keep Scripts | 


The question of whether or not} 
Herman Ackman is entitled to re-| 
tain original manuscripts of the late 
George M. Cohan, or whether they 
rightfully belong to his estate, was| 
argued last week before Surrogate! 
James A. Foley. 

Ackman, who was associated with 
Cohan for years, was either a “high 
class adviser or a typist,” according 
to Judge Foley’s summation of the 
divergent views presented by the at- 
torneys. | 

The estate contends 
merely a typist, 
who never had a 
when he 
typed from his handwritten notes. 
Ackman’s contention is that he was 
little short of a collaborator and that | 
Cohan gave him the manuscripts, | 
together with other mementoes, in| 
partial payment for his services. 


that he was 
called in by Cohan, 
personal secretary, 


had a manuscript to be 


SET 5 ST. L. REVIVALS 

St. Louis, March 28. 

Five of the 12 shows to be pre-|} 

sented during the 26th season of the| 

Municipal Theatre Assn., sponsor of | 

al fresco entertainment in the Forest | 

Park theatre, have been selected. 
Teeoff skedded for June 1. 

All are revivals. They are “Vaga- 


bond King,” “Music in the Air,” 
“Maytime,” “Hit the Deck” and 
“Eileen.” 


ithe cast, 


Mers., Equity Take Drastic Steps 
Vs. Ticket Brokers in Overcharging 


Bel Geddes Inherits 
$35,000 From Wife 


Norman Bel Geddes, the scenic de- 
signer, is sole beneficiary of the es- 
tate of his wife, professionally known 
as Frances Waite, according to the 
New York State Transfer 
partment. He receives $35,054. 


Mrs. Bel Geddes was the daughter 
of Morrison R. Waite of Cincinnati, 
general solicitor of the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroad, and great grand- 
daughter of former Chief Justice 
Morrison R. Waite of the U. S. Su- 
preme Court. She designed many 
costumes for the Geddes theatrical 
enterprises. She died Jan. 17, 1943. 


A public notice appeared last week 


in N. Y. dailies, in which it was set | 


forth that the firm of Norman Bel 
Geddes & Co., engaged in general 
business and designing, was dis- 
solved as of March 15. Partners who 
withdrew and who will form their 
own firm: Roger Nowland, Peter 
Schladermundt and Katherine B. 
Gray. Geddes will continue at his 
present Rockefeller Plaza address. 


10 Houses Set For 


Summer Circuit 


Leventhal-Brandt interests are set- 
ting up its summer legit circuit, 
wherein current and_ previous 
Broadway legits will be routed at $1 
top. 

Circuit will tee off the latter part 
of next month with 10 houses as 
starter, several additional houses to 
be added in May. List includes Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn; Brighton Beach, 
Brooklyn; Windsor, Bronx; Audu- 
bon, N. Y.; another uptown N. Y. 
nabe house to be set later, plus 
houses in Philadelphia, Boston and 
Atlantic City. 


Circuit will set up shows for 20} 


weeks minimum by playing repeat 
dates in all houses. Attractions with 
sufficient b.o. stamina wili be road- 
shown for runs in key cities after 
completing tours on the pop-priced 
circuit. 

Jules Leventhal, generai manager 
of the L-B combine, is currently 
represented on Broadway by “Two 
Mrs. Carrolls” and ‘“Ramshackle 
Inn.” 


‘Turtle’ for Servicemen; 
«Prod. Salaries Waived 


“The Voice of the Turtle.” three- 
person comedy smash at the Morosco, 
N. Y., will suspend its run June 24 
but during the following week gratis 


| performances will be played for men | $35,000 for the purpose of forming 


Alfred de | 


in the armed forces. 
Liagre, Jr., “Turtle” producer, 
made arrangements. to 
tickets for the added 
the Red Cross. 
Margaret Sullavan, Elliott Nugent 
and Audrey Christie, who comprise 
have waived 
those performances, same going for 
John van Druten’s- royalties as 
author. While the house will be rent 
free, de lLiagre will defray the 
wages of stagehands, ushers and 


has 


other employees. 


“Turtle” is to resume Aug. 28. 


Lew Cantor Eyes Musical 
Version of ‘Beaucaire’ 


Lew Cantor, who has been inac- | 


tive for several seasons, is mulling.a 
return to legit produciing via a mu- 
ical version of ‘Monsieur Beaucire.” 


Producer is reported angling for 
Warner Baxter, film star, for title | 
role. 


“Beaucaire” had previously served 
as legit vehicle for Walter Hampden. 
It has also been done in opera but 


| never as a straight musical. 


Dunning Delayed in S. A. 


Making arrangements for music 
to be used in his “King Coffee” mu- 
sical, which George Abbott is to pro- 
duce on Broadway next season, has 


delayed playwright Phil Dunning in | 


Rio de Janeiro. 

Dunning has been expected back 
in the States before this. He’s been 
in Brazil for atmosphere for his 
show, which has a Brazilian back- 
ground. 


Tax De- | 


By JACK PULASKI 


| Following suspension of four New 

York ticket agency licenses last 
| week, the managers-actors (Equity)- 
; controlled ticket code enforcemént 
| board got in further socks against 
brokers when on Friday (24) drastie 
| punishment was ordered. The allega- 
| tion was not for gypping but the 
| charging of 75c premium for balcony 
| locations, a code infraction though 
not illegal otherwise. 

Attraction involved was “Okla- 
homa” (St. James), tickets for which 
are invariably sought by every 
visitor to the metropolis at any price. 
Nearly all accredited agencies adhere 
strictly to the law and code. Since 
the federal admissions law requires 
that all tickets be stamped with the 
price paid, a simple checking of 
| ticket stubs revealed the supposed 
| overcharge, 

A number of tickets stamped by 
Mackey’s agency setting forth the 
additional 25¢ collected resulted in 
Louis Schoenceit, who operates the 
agency, being asked to explain. 
Code’s rule sets the premium for 
balcony tickets at 50c. The enforce- 
ment board ruled that the agency 
shall not be allotted any tickets for 
the week starting April 17, The 
broker was also fined $250. 

Mackey’s is one of the biggest dis- 
tributors of tickets on Broadway. It 
is located on a popular theatre street 
(44th) not far from the St. James. 
Revealed that the code action will 
mean a loss tc the agency of around 
$3,000, not considering the pay of the 
Staff and disappointment to the 
agency's patrons. Mackey’s has never 
been involved in Zypping charges. 

Code’s limit on premiums has not 
changed since start of the code, but 
ticket prices have gone up at the 


| boxoffices. It’s argued that the 50c 
fee for baleony tickets is illogical 


| when applied to hits. An instance is 
| the scale for “Winged Victory” (44th 
| Street), which charges $5.50 in the 
| mezzanine on Saturday night. Same 
price applies downstairs, where the 
code fixes the premium at 75c. 
Schoenceit said the “Oklahoma” 
tickets had been wrongly stamped 
unintentionally. Admissions tax reg- 


ulations call for some 15 different 
| rubber stamps. 


MIAMI BEACH PLANS 
SEASON OF OPERETTAS 


Using as its model the Forest Park 
Open Air Theatre in St. Louis, the 
city fathers of Miami Beach are 
planning to convert the band shell 
area Of Flamingo Park into a mu- 
nicipally-sponsored open-air theatre 
to be known as “The Miami Beach 


| will be 
| Beach residents who are being asked 


distribute 
week through | 


salaries for | 


Theatre Under the Moon.” Project 
underwritten by Miami 
by the 


city council to contribute 


a non-profit corporation to operate 
the venture. 


Plans are for theatre to be oper- 
ated eight weeks next season 


(wine 
| ter ) with a series of operettas. 
| Originator of the Miami Beach 
|; municipal theatre plan was Lau- 
rence Schwab, who will act as itg 
| producing director, in which capacity 
jhe is also connected with the St. 
| Louis setup. 


j 


‘Cwich Village Follies’ 
Slated By Morris Green 


Morris Green, more or less inac- 
tive in legit producing since dissolu- 
tion of partnership with A. L. Jones, 
now deceased, expects to resume ac- 
| tivities as producer of a new edition 
of “Greenwich Village Follies.” 
skedded for summer run in New 
York after out of town break-in. 

John Murray Anderson, who de- 
vised and staged original and subse- 
| quent editions, will again stage. 


| 
Suit Vs. ‘Teeth 
Suit for $3,375 damages for alleged 
breach of contract was disclosed in 
N. Y. supreme court Monday (27) 
| against Michael Myerberg, Lee Shu- 
| bert among others associated in pro- 
duction of “Skin of Our Teeth,” 
{when Alexander Ince, ex-assistant 
| manager of the show, sought to ex- 
amine Myerberg. The motion also 
, asked for the production of all books 
bors records for examination before 
trial. 


| | 
| | 
28 
| 
| 
| 
— 
| 
f 
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lieutenant in Marines, and a daugh- ~ 


| ter. 


OBITUARIES Literati 


James Colquitt Tyson, 56, formerly Continued from page 23 


director of vocal chorus at Roxy 
theatre. N. Y. and organist at St.| dare, hoping they will not be called | Little, Brown, will work be: ween 
HERMAN SUSSMAN HARRY B. LACY | Ann's Episcopal church, Brooklyn, to account under the laws &gainst! eecccage on steed do C. R. Everitt 
Herman Sussman, veteran exhibi- Harry B. Lacy. 94, for with died in New York. Mareh 21. He obscenity. tei ecomes head of trace depart- 
tor, in the business for over 25 years, 9 instrel companie died teading. had been orchestrator for hiladel- me 
died March 21 Miami of a heart Pa.. March 25. Alter re ee trom phia Symphony and other orchestras | causes poll roe wid spar F sf “Tent Show. new novel by Peggy 
attack on the eve of his planned re- stage. he engaged in insurance buisi- and for music publishing firms. } bring certain publishers to a wearing | Dern brought out by Arcadia Ho. rd 
un with the ness and politics. In 1942, his cam- Survived by widow and a daugh- | to show cause why they should enjoy | Ine. js about ready the 
turn to N. =. sdled his. paign for Edward Martin for gov- te; the preferential second class rates Of| ctalls It's a saga of the 
Branat ernor of Pennsylvania was success- postage. So long as the statute laws and dante tent 
N.Y. Reading despite fact that sne) wei Wallace Ashley Worsley, Sr., 66, | to execute them with prudence bu | The American Weekly since 1, 
In addition to his widow, two ;early motion pic ure director, | September has jumped about 500.009 
brothers, three sisters and a stepsor Leaves widow one a daug! jin Hollywood, March %. Worsley | lin circulation. now being 8.300.000 
he is survived by Bill Sussman, a | came to Hollywood om Broadway Caldwell's 3 Weeklies | Ad rates about the same and not 
nephew, who is a division sales man- ALEX COHN in 1916, starting in films as director.; Late Sherwood Anderson, after at- | jn halt as reported, though sive of 


He handied Clara Bow’'s initial | taining fame as one of America’s 
starring picture and was sole direc-| greatest folk novelists, bought a 


tor for Lon Chaneg», Sr. small-town weekly to which he de- 


paper reduced. 
Chester Kerr. ex-director o} 


‘vice and 


ager for National Screen Set 
was formerly eastern division sales 


Alex Cohn, 62. died of a complica- 


tion in New York Saturday (26). A a 
tn 


chief for 20th-Fox. | former actor he was a company Atlant Press ‘esigned 
Yiddish show cireles for Survived by widow and a son, ; voted most of his efforts during the | resigned 
CH ARLES 1 STEVENSON | 95 Wallace Ashley W orsley, aS- latter part of his life. the TO 
Ch Steven “who. had During the past several seasons he sistant director at Metro. Now, Erskine Caldwell follows suit. | will be handled 
been in managerial end of show busi-| was connected with the Nattonai, Delin« ot Oscar Schisgall, chief of the’ OWT 
‘ears. die 1 Denver. Col..; lower East Side, N. Y.. and was HENRY C. JENSEN Avi » 
ness 40 years, died in De Magazine Bureau. 


lies in South 
County Citizen. Hampton County 
Guardian and Jasper County Record. 
In on the ownership with the nov- 


Henry C. Jensen, 84, early picture 
theatre operator in Los Angeles area, 
died March 24 in Glendale, Calif. 
JOHN COFFEY | Besides two houses he built and op- 


credited. with the suecess of vaude 
policy at that house. 


forced 


ago. 


health had 
several years 
his showbusiness 


March 18. Poor 

his retirement 
Stevenson began 

career as theatre manager in Cleye- 


Robert A. Hereford, author and 
press association writer, has joined 
the staff of St. Louis Star-Times as 
feature editor. He is the author of 


ater going lew York erated in Glendale, he also had the jelist is his father, a minister, Rev, | 

land, later going to New 10 John Coffey, 35, dancer in many Ira S. Caldwell Old Man River,” selected as an al- 

with B. F. Keith booking office. Sub pictures, died in Hollywood, March Survived by widow, son and a Caldwel! now on the Coast in a ternate choice by both Book-of-the- 
sequently he went to Denver wnere| 55° He appeared in musical films film writing stint. Will actively par- | Month Club and Literary Guild. 


‘granddaughter. 


he had managed theatres for past 


25 years. 


with Betty Grable and Alice Faye. James 


Born in Kansas, he went to Holly- 


Moynahan, 
March of 


ticipate in the operation of the three | special 


writer 


Survived by His widow, wood to stage musicals and was un-! FRANCIS H. SAYLES has been 
= der contract to 20th-Fox for 12, Francis H. Sayles, 52. stage and cele ie : ” | publicity writer by P. A William: 

FREDERICK LeROY SUTTON years screen actor, died March 19 at_his bliot’s Hour of Triumph of adepublicity 
Frederick LeRoy Sutton, 63. com- | home in Hollywood. Born in But- _ George Fielding Eliot (Maj., seri t “wells 
pany manager of road company of | falo. N. Y.. he had been in films U.S.A), war analyst of CBS and col- bats cript ss t March of 
Tol since 1930 after long stage career. | umnist for the N. Y. Herald Tribune, Time in Paris and London before 


“Tobacco Road,” died March 22 in 
Canton, O. Widely known in N. Y. 
show business, he had been icenti- 
fied for years with Al Wood's pro- | of Blackhawk 


OTTO ROTH 


Otto Roth, 65, owner and founder 
Restaurant, Chicago, 


| 
Survived by mother and sister. 
| 


Most of his film work had been in 
westerns. 


sharply defines the final steps to 
victory, and the means of achieving 
permanent peace and world security, 


the war. 
Llewellyn Miller appointed exee- 
utive editor in charge of Hollywood 


ductions there and on the road. | died in that city March 22.of heart ERNEST .A. FRANKLIN in his latest _book, “Hour of Tri- activities of the Ideal Women’s Group 
He had been manager and played | ailment. He had = owned and Ernest A. Franklin, 67, bandmaster, umph,” published by Reynal & of magazines, of wifich William M. 
role of “James Peabody” in “Tobacco | operated Blackhawk since opened iD | qjed March 19 in Traer, Iowa. He Hitchcock. Cotton is publisher. Francis Morrin 


Road” for past three years. Survived | 1921. 
by widow. 


Survived by his widow, a son, | 


In Memoriam 


Joseph Schillinger 


And The Illustrious Creator 


Rt. Rev. Msgr. Lawrence H. Bracken 
Will Bradley 


| nicipal 


was leader of Traer band for years, 
conducted Moose band in Waterloo 
and was leader of Parkerburg mu- 
band years ago. 

Survived by widow, a brother and 
two sons. 

JOSEPH M. RATLIFF 

Joseph M. Ratliff, 66, former mu- 
sical comedy player, died in North 
Hollywood March 24. 

He appeared in “The Red Mill,” 
“Girl Behind Counter” and other 


Lord Charles Cavendish, 39, hus-| 


dish could attend husband's funeral. | 


Bernard J. Daley, 41, died at Will} 


— | 
| 


to her retirement eight vears ago, On| 
stage more than 40 vears. 


Concerned in part with the broad 
lines of strategy in which the war 
will be won, book deals in the main 
With the situation the American | 
people will face when the enemy is | 
defeated. 


Chi Collaboration 
Louis and Thomas 
Mann, who are collaborating on “The | 
Woman of the 100 Faces” for a}! 
screen production, are skedded 
meet for the first .ime on yarn this 
week in Chicago, 


dwindling supply of Scotch. has just | 
slapped through a new rule that | 
Scotch will be served only in its bar | 


Joel Graham appointed 
editor of Coronet magazine. 


William French 


picture 


sold a storv of 


continues with the company as west- 
ern editor of Movie Life. Movie 
Stars Parade and Movies Magazine. 


| Anni of Pix 


Continued from page | =——— 


is preparing a large pressbook for 
the country’s exhibitors. 

Harold Fitzgerald, president gf the 
Fox-Wisconsin circuit, part of the 
National Theatres chain owned by 


band of the former Adele Astaire, | Ai t will be Mann’s first for the | Waukee exactly me ree wen ; 
films. opened to show pictures. Fitzgerald 

sister and former dancing partner | : fia 

4 Great Teacher of Fred Astaire, film star, died March | sem is due in N. Y. tomorrow ¢Thurs- 

23 at Lismre Castle, Eire. Travel| ( lamp | ) to disc plans, 
ban was lifted so that Lady Caven- amec National n connection with the celebration, 
Distinguished Scientist and Mathematician | Press Club. battling to save its | extending from April 14 to Dec. 31 


next, exhibitors will work out their 
own plans locally to tie in with the 


d0th anniversary of pictures that 


’ of te 8 _Me al how iranac and cardroom and that” members! moved, which is not to be confused 
Lake, N. Y.. March 20. A native of | may not bring 
ring guests into either with nickleodeons Dates may be 
Burlington, Vt. Daley had played | In addition. Mondays are to be ol hosen in various citi the 
tat dys are e op-, chosen 1 farious cities whoen n 
The Schillinger System of Musical Composition with name bands including Paul! served as Chosen in 
Whiteman and Guy Lombardo fess” days. If the) first picture house opened, or the 
suppl) eases up after tieup on the celebration may be to 
| days, the rule may be rescinde . ‘rthdav of ; ‘al ci 
ay d. |} honor the birthday of a local cir- 
Myer Alexander Mrs. M. A. Hunt, 65, known pro-| ecuit founder or 
Richard Benda fessionally as Kate Fitzgibbon, died CHATTER | Preschool 
March 19 in Midland Mich She H Bernard Sobe l’s ressbook on the o0th anni cam- 
Robert Russell Bennett played leading roles in stock prior| ties” in Theatre Arts mae paign, which is going to all the cou 


try’s exhibitors, includes — special 
stories, stills of early pictures, 


torical data on the growth of the 


his- 


; industry and its pioneers, exploita- 
Clarence Cox Alfred M. Masters, 52, scenic artist, | Alaska, “One Woman's Army.” pioneers, 

J Cc ford died March 24 in Kansas City, Kans. | Reader's Digest. i tion material and suggestions, the- 

esse rawrtor = _.{atre displays, radio contest ideas, ad 

Lyle D li | Survived by widow, mother, a ted Cross needs qualified editorial catch] eee and -& 
yie Vowling daughter, four sons. a sister and two | assistants in Washington, 


brothers. 


muggs preferred. 


list of old short subjects which are 


arl Fischer, Inc. Pedro de la Torre Cervantes, Sunday” author, in N. Y. from 

Benny Goodman Mexican stage tragedian, famed for home in Arizona. | 

Sr, Jerome Grace his Don Juan Tenorio roles. died in Homer Rockwell, Hunter Publica- | the 

Mexico City, March 18. Widow and| tions veepee, looking over fan mag) ‘es that moved at 1155 Broae 


David Holguin 
Alvin Johnson 


two children survive. 


| situation in Hollywood. 


A new printing of 20.000 copies of 
“Wedding Ring.” by 


| way, N. Y., opera*ed by the Kincto- 


| scope Co., was that the public was 
| subjected to I 


what might be called 


musicals 25 years ago. Went into| °° : Story is a crea- ; 

insurance business when retired | Un of Maximillian Hyin. | 20th-Fox, has volunteered as chair- E 

‘from stage. Henry Leiser, of William Morris|™man of the exhibitors committee. [ 
1895 -1943 errs office, brought the authors together | Among other things, he plans re- 
to work on it as a picture possibil- | storing the first film theatre in Mil- 


2 ° 
Father of Frank Buck, 95, die Beth Brown, is | 
Poul Lavalle March 24 at Angel T bowing off the presses. |“block buying. The Ku scope 
Mat at San Angelo, Texas. Son Jean ; | company naching each 
George Leeman is hunter and explorer who's also! «7°27 Hersholt's first novel, “Dr.|Company had 10 machines, eat 
been in films Christian's Office,” will be issued in, Showing a picture of 50-ioot lengts 
Gus Levene | May by Random House. |}at Sc peP-picture, but anyone ¥ 
| ‘ * Charli a ‘ Forlc at leas 
Franklyn Marks William H. Walker, 54, manager | Charlie in Wash-| 
ston, now over illness. Heads info| @ Guarter anc ake five films. 
of Varsity theatre, Springfield, ILL, ads 1nio| 
Bernard Mayers died March 23 in Decatur, Ill. dept., C hemical Warfare, | they wanted the other fi e, they 
John McManus - | Dixon Wecter wins Houghon Mif-| had to pay an extra two-bits 
‘ flin $2,500 at America.” for Oddly enough the site the 
Glenn Miller Father, 93, of Tommy Nip, vaude ae a, for a . i ' 


Lyn Murray 
Val Olman 
Charles Paul 
Rosa Rio 
Harold J. Rome 


team of Nip and Tuck, died in New 
York March 21. 


MARRIAGES 
Phyllis Bounds Hauret to George 
Edward Hurrell, Long Beach, Cal., 


book about ex-soldier’s return. 

Clifford Dowdey doing work for 
Public Division of the Adjustant 
General's office in Washington, 

“The Age of Washington Irving,” 
by Van Wyck Brooks, will be pub- 
lished by Dutton this summer. 

John Abbink placed in charge of 


Kinetoscope film-viewing par!or, 
again a shoe store. It was a Thom- 
as R. Lombard who took a 
term lease on the site 50 years as? 
after obtaining the first 10 tilm ma 
chines from Edison. 


BIRTHS 


short- 


March 12. Bride is a fashion de-! all the McGraw-Hill editorial : 

] al opera- 
: Ted Royal signer; groom is portrait photog-/ tions, with the title of exec v.p. Mr, and Mrs. Ray Stark. som 
| Rudolph Schramm rapher for film celebrities. Anna Lee, film actress, in Las| March 22, Hollywood. Mother is the 
| henetd Shaw _Grace May to Sgt. Campbell} Vegas writing the final chapter of daughter of Fanny Brice. sald 
| Norsgaard, March 26, New York.jher book about overseas camp! Mr. and Mrs. Rudi Gruin, dau 
Nathan Van Cleave Bride is with the Ice Ballet at the! touring. ter, Albany, N. Y., March 20. Father 
; Mark Warnow Hotel New Yorker, N. Y.; groom is| Mare Edmund Jones, once fiction! is an announcer at WOKO and 
with the Norwegian Air Force. mag writer, now occult and astrol-| WABY. 


Paul Weirick 
Paul Whiteman 


|turned from USO-Camp Shows tour. 


Evelyn May Drabble to Corp. Carl 
Woods, March 18, Canton, O. Bride 
is vaude performer who recently re- 


ogy. Just published, “Key Truths of! 
Occult Philosophy.” 

Angus Cameron, once with Bodbs- 
Merrill, now editor-in-chief for 


Mr. and Mrs. John F. Whitehead. 
son, Los Angeles, March Father 
was editor of Radio Life beiore 
joining the Marines. 


| 
| 
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CHATTER 47 


Broadway 


Denver Darling, singer, 4-F. 

Dave Epstein in from the Coast. 
Tom Fizdale back from the Coast. 
Louis Sobol! had cyst remov ed from 


face. 


vesterday (28). 
; Annual ASCAP dinner tonight 
(Wed.) at the Ritz. 

Jules C. Stein. MCA prexy. due in 
from the Coast around April 7. 

Leo Carillo in New York for p.a. 
at Loew's State tomorrow (30). 


Publicist Ann Edison authoring | 


Broadway story, “22 Grains of Sak.” 


Harry Essex new back with “Ar-| 


senic and Old Lace” at the Hudson, 
N 
Paul Grossinger, going into Army, 
given a dinner last Wednesday (22) 
at Toots Shor’s. 
Charlotte Buchwald. who is Mrs. 
Lewis Harmon. his written a play 
called “Sex Is Out.” 


Lou Clayton ducked Hollywood | 


and the Hillerest C.C. to visit here 
with Schnoz Durante. 

Rudolph Monter. producer of 
“Voice in the Wind” (UA) left for 
the Coast vesterday (28), 

Joseph Pincus, 20th-Fox eastern 
talent executive off to Florida on 
h’s annual winter vacation. 


The Milton Blaekstone Agency | 


taking additional space on West 57th 
street for its radio department. 

Alan F. Cummings, head of Metro 
exchange operations. on indef leave 
recovering from a recent illness. 

Charles Francis Coe back 


from Florida next month and to re-| 


sume speaking trek for Hays office 
Al Margolies. talent rep, leaving 
next week for the Coast. where he'll 
be house guest of Alfred Hitchcock. 
H. M. Bessey, Altec Service v.p., 
back from swing through middle- 
west. 


Jimmy Rogers, son of the late Will | 
Roeers, who has been producing on /* 


the Hal Roach lot, vacationing in 
YX, 

“Bobino.” played in Greenwich 
Village at Christmas time, will be 
Easter ,attraction at the Adelphi 

Broadwayites niss Harry C. Mun- 


roe. former general manager of the | 


Bond clothes shops, who died re- 
ently. 


stanley Walker. of Herald Trib. ! 


fractured shoulder last week, but 
home after several days of hospitali- 
zation. 

Johnny Burke remaining in the 


Diamond Horseshoe lineup an ad- | 


ditional fortnight pending Bob Hall's 
return from his vacation. 

Joe Shea. eastern representative 
of Cagney Prdductions, sufficiently 
recovered from operation to talk to 
friends at hospital. 

Canada Lee. Helen Waren, Philip 
Huston and others will give bits from 
“Othello” and “Macbeth” at School 
of Social Research Sunday (2). 

Jesse Block (& Sully) a likely ad- 
dition to Arthur Kober’s "My Dear 
Bella.” which John Golden's pro- 
ducing this season on Broadway. 

“Singapore Joe” Fisher, who 
escaped Singapore when the Japs 
took that city. will lecture on “The 
pene Aflame” at Town Hall, April 


Harry Clark slated for the service 
soon, which is forcing his with- 
drawal from “One Touch of Venus.” 
Horace MacMahon turned down the 
part. 

Meyer Davis, who just bought in 


on another show ‘Helen Goes to 
rroy” back from Palm Beach, Jack 
Goldstein (20th-Fox) buck rem 


Miamj Beach. 

Hotel Gotham will open a new 
cocktailery and after-dinner spot on 
April 10. Boite to be called Ed- 
wardian Room. Was designed by 
Theodore Simpson. 

Daily News Golden Glove boxing 


contests finaled between New York | 


ana Chicago winners at Madison 
Square Garden Monday (27). It was 
the 19th annual session. 

No more stripping for Margie 
Hart—and that's an order from hus- 


band Seaman Jacobs, ex- p.a., now | 


first looey in Army. Which meke: 
Miss Hart a housewife these di LYS 


Lalane Rivera, who was with the. 


Met opera as Lillian Cc ot made her 
nitery debut last night (28) at the St 
Regis Maisonette, N. Y She play 
Own accompaniment for her vocals. 

Lee and Hal Horne’s dauchter 

rdara, is now “Mademoiselle” cor- 
respondent on the Duke U. campus 
where she attends. The Hornes, in- 
Ci identally, due for a Coast quickie 
wee ike nd. 

Gan Roberts’ first for David O 
Selznick will probably be a musical. 
“Oklahoma’ star v¢ iwates Broadway 
Smash in June. Alfred Drake, of 
Same show, quits also in June for 
Columbia Picts, 


Mrs. Lora Valadon, of the wire 


Cycling turn of Dan and Lora Vala- | 


don, has fully recovered from. in- 
juries suffered five years ago in the 
act. and is going to rejoin the act 
ef Dan and Lora Valadon. 


“Winged Victory” cast gave Moss} 
art a welcome-back party and! 


oe at the Hotel Astor Roof last 
weck on the occasion of the author's 
return from Hollywood, where he 


scr-nted the film adaptation for 20th- | 


Fox. 


nt. Barry Nelson. absent from 
the cast of “Winged Victory” for the 
past three months becruse of illness. 
returned to the show at the 44th St. 
last night ‘Tues.). In his absence, 


Pvt. John Andes had been acting | 
that part. | 
; Mazzone-Abbott Apaches. featured | 
}in Lou Walters’ “Montmartre Mad- 
ness" revue at the Latin Quarter. 
signed for Republic film. “Brazil.” 
i Pamela Britton. recent vocalist with 
Don McGrane’s orchestra at the 
Latin Quarter. signed by Metro for 
Ceorge Raft left for Hollywood | 


The Harvey Girls.” 


Sophie Tucker will be hostess to 
250 servicemen at the Lambs club 
,tomorrow night (30). But since no 
ladies are permitted in the Lambs. 
Soph will welcome the boys via 
telephone. singing a song for them | 
also. Only two other ladies have 
been hostesses up to now. Gertrude 


Lawrence and Katharine Cornell. 


Rio de Janeiro 


By Phil Dunning 


Opera season at the Municipal 


opens in June. 


Jan Clayton making S.A. camp 
show tour on way back to Holly- 


wood, 


Berent Friele, Coordinator of In- 
ter-American Affairs, to States and 


vacation. 


Soccer football the most popular 
sport in Brazil. Some of the Stadi- 


ums seat 80,600 people. 


The Urea and Copecabana Casinos 
angling for American name enter- 


tainers for their April shows. 


At the request of actor and au- 
thor societies. 10 picture theatres be- 


ing turne d back to stage shows. 


Eurico Silva’s new comedy, “Ve- 
neno de Cobra.” at Rival Teatro. is 
a hit here and might be seen in the} 


Statcs next season. 


Joracy Camarco’s new comedy, 
“Nos, as Mulheres!” «*We, the Wom- 
en”), with Eva Tudor starred, will 
follow “Abico da Cegonha” into} 
| Teatro Serrandor. 
The Carna val hit tunes, “Ninguem | 
Ensaiou.” “Eu Brinko” and “Seu 
| Onofre,” are some of the Brazilian | 
numbers that will be used in the 


King Coffee” show in the States. 


House Reviews 


Continued from page 43 jee 


Earle. Phillw 


handles comic vocals in bigtime 


fashion. 


Featured numbers are “I'm Com- 
ing Home.” one of Heatherton’s own 
compositions which he sings iron- 
ically, in view of the spot he’s head- 
ing for. Ray and Miss Warren also 
team up in a pleasant arrangement 
of “Leave Us Face It.” Chase kicks 
faround “Paper Doll’ and “Mairzy 


Doats” netting lots of giggles. 


Jane Withers. the screen’s “I- 
know-a-secret” hoyvden, has grown 
jinto a looker, but hasn't lost any of 
that infectious good-humor and} 
bounce which characterized her 
cinema personality. Although her 
voice leaves lots to be desired, she 
sells her sonys to the satisfaction of 
all and bows off to a tremendous 


ovaiion, 


Gal tees off with a medley of 
“Oklahoma” numbers, segues into a 
novelty bit tagged “I’m the Pinup 
Gal who Always Gets Unpinned,” 
ihen winds un with “Shoo-Shoo 
Baby” going into a jitterbug routine 


with Hal Chase. It’s all good fun. 
Steve Evans adds to the hilarity 
with a zany act which is surefire. 


He's found out that the way to make 
an auccence laugh is to laugh yeur- 


selt A bit in which he mimics the 


jaughter of the various types in the 
pews downfront is hysterical. The 
guy is one of the top impressionists 


in the business. 


fouse was well-filled when caught | 


Friday afternoon. Sial, 


Hipp. Balto 


Baltimore, March 25. 
Lenny Gale, Lewis & Vain. Bob 


Easton & Stars (3), Pearl Williams, 


Cherles O'Deniell, Fe.ice Tula 


House Orch (12); “None Siail 
| Escape” (Col) (2d wk.). 


Change of stage layout to round 
out ho. of film portion “None 
Shall Escape” (Col) is standard 
vuude leaning a bit on the nitery 
influence but well rounded in actual 
playing. Lenny Gale is allotted the 
emcee stint along with his own 
niche and is adequate. Fast opening 
is supplied by Lewis & Van. duo ot 
swift tapsters who utilize tiny stairs 
for skillful routines and a selling 
challenge. 

Pearl Williams. self accompany- 


ng her voeals on the ivories, is 


essaying straight pops in this as- 
enment away from the couvert 
charges. and registers well Fol- 


a typical version of “Milk- 


man” she swings out with “Shoo 
Shoo Baby.” “St. Louis Blues” and 


“Honevsuckle Rose” all sold to the} 


very hilt. Makes good spot for 
Charles O'Donnell and his hokey 


business at a breakaway piano) 
}which brings considerable laughter | 


and supplies a gogd change of pace. 
Bob Easton and his mixed pair of | 


midgets score well enough with | 


their gagging. vocals and danc- 


ing. Tiny femme is cute and her |} 
partner gives out on xylophone and | 
‘drums to good response. Closing 
‘spot has Lenny Gale, who mimics | 
‘all the old reliables from Fred 
Allen to Eleanor Roosevelt and 
closes the show in good style. 


Biz fair. Burm. 


VARIETY 
London 


Will Rowland ill since crossing! 


over to England. 

Ernest Betts elec ted chai ‘man of 
film section of C2 rele. 

Lydia Ballet to 
Winter Garden for brief season. 


Return of blitz has caused big! 


slump in sale of popular sheet music. 
Firth Shephard back from recu- 


peration at Torquay, after several | 


weeks iliness. 

George Formby’s film. “Bell Bot- 
tom George.” banne for Eire; one 
scene shows George fooling Nazi 
spies. 

David Lyons promoied by Odeon 
cinemas from house manager to as- 
sistant to John Dennett, publicity 
head. 

Jack Hylton reviving “The Lilae 
Domino” at His Maje ty ‘s. Mareh 21. 
Originally produced in 1918, it ran 
two vears. 

Metro has siarted filming first of 


‘ing Robert Donat. Wesley Rug- 
is director. 

Taylor has red Doug- 
Jas ccfieid and gan head his 
ennual Blackpool show on South 
ye} skedded to open May 1. 

Harry Salzman, new in OWI, in 
London looking ‘up old show biz 
friends of time when he worked for 
Rottenburg & Golden in I 

J. B. Priestley’s new 
Are They at Home?” now in rehear- 
sa) with Jane Carr, Austin Trevor, 
Jennifer Gray and Noe] Dryden in 
cast, Basil Dean producing. 


St. Louis 


/ By Sam X. Hurst 

Arthur Nelson, puppeteer. a h.o. at 
Club Continental, Hotel Jeffersen. 

Harry C. Arthur. Jr.. was host at 

luncheon tossed for W: Ray John- 
son, prez of Monogram Pictures, last | 
week. 

Film houses in St. Louis and East- 
ern Missouri collected a total of 
$73.472.83 for the Infantile Paralysis | 


fund. St. Louis movie fans con-}é 


tributed $58,185.27. 
“The Yellow Jacket” begins a 10- 
night run at the St. Louis Little the- 


atre Friday ¢31). Cast includes Don | \ 


Lochner. Valerie Brinkman Lutz, 
William Miller. Jerry Cuquet. Frank 
Peschka, Ellen Sie'cl, Emmet Dusi- 
in, Winnie Lane. Gay English, Lu- 
cille Williamson, Henry Ford. Sadic 
Gaines. Neil Preston, John Krieger, 


Harvey Obenhaus and Méergaret! 


Speer 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 

Di Fiori & Mariinez took over 
Teatro Casino. 

Plans set for release of AAA’s 
“Todo un Hombre” in Brazil. 

Actor Fernando Ochoa back from 
Salta after personal appearances in 
many small towns. 

Mario Soffiej and Francisco Mad- 
rid off to Patagonia to shoot ex- 


teriors on forthcoming Pampa fea-! 


ture 

New indie distrib, Amerindia, 
formed to import U. S.; Brazilian 
and Chilean picts. Also to produce 
locally. 

Director Pierre Chenal will star 
his wife, Florence Marly. in a pic- 
ture after finishing “Behold the 
Abyss.” at Pampa. 

Carlos Borcosque will cirect “24 
Hours in a Woman's Life” with 
Amelia Bence at Sono. Based on 
story by Stefan ZW cig. 


Screen writers joining Sociedad | 
General de Autores de la Argentina, | 


Authors’ Society. Viajority of local 
scripters work for more than one 
medium, but incre number are 
concentrating on screen, 


Mexico Cit 

Nancy Torres, vet film actress, re- 
covering from operation. 

Arturo de Cordoba, here visiting, 
may work in films and radio. 

Antonio Rojas Villalba. veepee of 
Station XEOY io U. S. on biz. 

Henrik Szeryng. European vielin- 
ist. featured on Coca-Cola's weekly 
programs on XEOY. 

Esperanza Lopez Mateos translat- 


ing “Waich en Rhine” into Spanish 


for siage presentation necre. 

Hernandez Sisters, ingers on 
XEDN. Torreon, here for eight 
weeks disc recording and radio 
work. 


Cine Hipod romo, suburban cinema, 
averted strike by paying $12,000 
(Mex) in pay increases and adjust 
scaics. 

Alice Hutchinson organized pic- 
ture producing company and inked 
Rosa Denegri to play jead in her 


first, “Tears jin Valle” sei to start) 


Soon. 

John Sieinbeck, enro) led as active! 
member of film seripters and adapt- | 
ers union. filed script. “Pearl of 


del Rio. 
Miguel Contreras Torres. producer 
ef historic pix, and Alfonso Lapena, 


Spanish writer, readying filrn biog! 


of Herman Cortes, Spanish con- 
queror of Mexico. 

“Cantinflas” (Mario Moreno). 
tramp comic, opens in Havana Aprii 


reported $100,006 
paid a Mewnican 


at Latin Quarter. 
Evans resigned 


by Olive Bernard, 
Fausto Cleva 


, has joined the 
production staff as Merriell Abboit’s 
dance director. 

} orch opens April 7 
in the Tavern Room of the Bismarck 
Armand Buisseret 


series of British made films,!  Fyank Borgo 


Pump Room 


“How | 


Broadcasting 


Cargill planning 
r oldtime minstrel shows for 
gle troop areas, 


> Lynn Cewan soon winds up| 


°Williamson-Tait 
ment for permission to 
abroad for the importation of plays | 
| screen fight at Republic and wound 
| up with six stitches in his head. 


et circuit, under Ernest Turn- 


ma jor conv ventio 


ement plans. 


Politics Nips 


Continued from page 1 =—— 


on a service show called 
which the servicemen bt | 


Dietz- Duke's © oast Guard Revue” at Hotel Nicollet Minnesota 


Musical Preems Tonight 


“Tars and Spar 


(lone exception 
of Metro) will preem here tomorrow 


it was seript- 
ed by Howard 


Chief Boatswain’: 


pected to tour 


Argentina Eases 


Continued from page 1 


| okayed and goes into the 
| pacha, Buenos 


} provement in conditions is granted 


graaual letup isi S.A.B.C. Principal gric ce e 


obtain an official okay 


ment that U.S 


| American pictures are butchered and 


' wood toppers were even considering 
Peace” with it. Slanted for Dolores! 
Argentinian broadcasters are hop- | 


'ing for some letup also, 
definite appears in sight so far. 


with the United Press still complete- 
ly shut out of Argentina. 


Hollywood 


Dennis O'Keefe reclassified 1-A. 

Eddie Bracken laid up with brone 
chitis. 

Harry Ritz, of the Ritz brothers, 
divorced. 

Virginia Van Upp laid up with 
bronchitis. 

Al Levy became Frank Sinatra’s 
personal manager. 

Judy Canova christened a bomber 


| at the Douglas plant. 


Victor Mature in town on leave 
from the Coast Guard. 

Walter Scharf. musieal director at 
Republic, classified 1-A. 

Doris Gilbert, screen writer, @di- 
voreed Robert Abrahams. 

Ginny Simms elected honorary 


mayor of Northridge, Cal. 


William Peirce resigned as head 
planter for Universal studio. 

Joan Fontaine leaving fo: Canada 
to help the war bond drive. 

Charles Coburn reiurning to the 
Broadway siase in Autumn. 

Erich von Stroheim convalescing 


/at home after major surgery. 


Claudia Dell leaving for Mexico 


City for radio and film commitments. 


Lee Soble checked out of the Ben 


| Pollack agency to open his own of- 
Blackstone hote | \ hen latter switch- | 


fice, 
Dr. Kar] Wecker appointed man- 


| ager of the Hollywood Bow! Associa- 
| tion. 


George Sidney returned to work 
at Metro after two weeks in New 
York. 

_ Bernie Kamens to become public- 
Ity director for Sol Lesser, starting 


| April 3. 


Mark Hellinger celebrated a birth- 


| day party, but didn't mention the 
Number. 


Sir Norman Angell, British finan- 


'Cial biggie, looking over the Holly- 


wood situation. 
B. G. De Sylwa awarded an honor- 


tary citizenship of Oklahoma by Gov. 


| Robert S. Kerr. 
Sam Wood presented with a gold 
| Plaque by International to commem- 


film fare | orate his 30 years in films. 


Clarence Brown bought 96 acres 


, in San Fernando Valley, aiming to 
build a hotel after the war. 


Wally Vernon forgot to duck in a 


Ray Johnston returned to his 


‘Monogram desk after a two-month 


tour of the company’s exchanges 
Captain Monroe W. Greenthal in 


town on an inspection tour fer the 


Motion Picture Services of the War 
Department. 

Maureen O’Sullivan recovered a 
$2.500 brooch snatched from her coat 


| by a bobbysock who thought she was 
| collecting a cheap souvenir. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 

Richard Crooks here for concert. 

Barney Rapp continuing at Happy 
Hour nitery. 

Walter O'Keefe held over at Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room. 

Cuba & Juanita, dancers, topping 
Curly’s new floor show. 

Maurice & Beity into “Circus Days 
Terrace. 

Northwest Aviation Exposition 


leurrently at Auditorium featuring 


air heroes from all war fronts. 
Herb Blass, Twin City salesman, 


| Still in first place in Warner Brothers’ 


“1944 Round-Up” sales contest. 
Captained by Bill Cameron. M-G 


salesman, New Hopkins theatre bow]- 


ine team won Mirneapotic Tria: 


league championship. 


Al Rosen, former manager of 
Loew’s State, New York. visiting 
brother, Eph, M-G Twin City sales- 
man, en route to Frisco, his future 
home, 


South Africa 


Richard Spierman, representing 


| Warner Bros., arrived from U. S. via 


Argentina for survey of territory. 

“Fortress Cavalcade.” big Army 
stage show produced by African 
Theatres at Alhambra, Cape Town 
grossed $16,150 for Army funds. 

United Artists made first deal with 
Afriean Theatres by showing second- 
run “Rebecca” and first-run “Little 
Annie Rooney” at Empire. Johannes- 
burg. 

New cinema, Empire, opened by 
African Theatres at Muizenberg, 


| suburb of Cape Town. Seating 1.200, 


it is probably the last new theatre 
to be built for duration. 

South African Radio Artists 
threaten strike unless drastic 


poor pay plus long, inadequately 
paid rehearsa) hours, 


Washington 


President Roosevelt saw “The 
Memphis Belle” last week and led 


ithe cheering’ for this technicolor 


short. 
Capt. Phil Lampkin, former or- 
chestra leader at Capitol, promoted 


;to major, serving with Army in 
| Panama Canal zone. 


Army Hour on Sunday afternoon 
devoted much of iis radio time to 
extolling motion picture industry for 


its 16 mm. contribution. 


Shrine circus, which opened at 


*} Uline’s on Monday night (27). are 
i rived with a $40,000 edvance sule. 


Joe Holman did promotion, 


| 
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ter Lieut. Lanny Ross_ score nicely } 
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Reg Shetkon formerly stant | 
manager in Tasmania for Great 
Union, killed in an air crash 
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| VARIETY | 
March 15, 1944 
42 In Lyn M Urray, the ler-dirac. 
find. In SOme TeSpects Murray ig almost + 
Tiscover, because his Proweg, has been ac. # 
Cented On the Chora) Chores Whereag his* 
Musie here eMerges '™Portanthy and Signif. 
Cant]y. In fact he almost emerged the Star of 4 
the Opener. SO Vivig Were hig Orchestra) and 
Chora] furbelowg to ACCEnt the 
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